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Tuesday, 31 May 1994

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko) wook the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

VISITORS AND GUESTS - SPEAKER'S GALLERY
Walters, Mrs, Mayor of City of Wannerco, and Mr Walters

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): On behalf of all members, I welcome to the Speaker's
Gallery the Mayor of the City of Wanneroo. Mrs Walters, and her husband.
[Applause.]

PETITION - SUNSET HOSPITAL, CLOSURE
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) f 2.04 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: T'he Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned people of Western Australia call on the State Government to
reconsider its ill-conceived and insensitively handled decision to close Sunset
Hospital, Daliceith.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 22 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: 1 direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 20.]

PETITION - MT HENRY HOSPITAL, BED LEVEL MAINTENANCE
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [2.05 pm]:- I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned members of the Public, ask the Members of the Legislative
Assembly:

1 That the State Government continue to provide the same level of Permanent
Care Nursing Home Beds for patients at Mt Henry Hospital. This is in addition to
the Speciality Units.
2 That the Minister for Health cease immediately any plans or negotiations to
transfer Mt Henry Permanent Care Beds to the Private Sector.
3 That the Restorative Unit North and South, and the Day Hospital be retained at
Mt Henry Hospital in its current format
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 76 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 21.]



PETITION - BUS AND TRAIN FARES, INCREASE
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [2.06 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned people of Western Australia wish to convey objection to any
proposed increase in bus and train faxes.
We believe that at a tisne when the State Government is reaping the benefits of
the economnic upsurge any further increase in public transport costs is totally
unwarranted.
Additionally, we believe that on environmental and social equity grounds the
Government should be doing all within its power to increase patronage of the
public transport system and that increasing fares will not achieve this.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 300 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 22.1

PETITION - FISHERIES DEPARTMENT, MANDURAH PRAWN FISHERY
INQUIRY

MR M. BARNETT (Rockingham) [2.07 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
[. R & V T HUNTER of Safety Bay request Parliament to form a Parliamentary
Committee to investigate the Fisheries Departments mismanagement and cover-
up in the Mandurab Prawn Fishery.

(I) Crown Law advice to t Fisheries Department shows that the Fisheries
Department has illegally controlled the Mandurah Trawl Fishery for 5 years under
gazetted notice (17911983).
(2) During this time the Fisheries Department has illegally removed fishing
endorsements and livelihood of fishermen.
(3) The Fisheries Department has illegally restricted the fishing effort in this
fishery.
(4) The Fisheries Department has illegally stopped the licensees from selling
their licences, creating hardship.
(5) According to Crown Law these licences were transferable up to 1st October
1989.
(6) On 1st October, notice (179) was revoked and notice (403) gazetted for the
'South West Trawl Limited Entry Fishery".
(7) Fisheries Management paper dated February 1989 states the rules for the
Mandurab Trawl Fishery will not be altered to the rules of the South West Trawl
Fishery.
(8) Notice (403) of 1st October 1989 does alter the rules of the Mandurab Trawl
Fishery by taking away transferability of licence without consultation or notice
from the Minister of Fisheries contrary to section (17) of the Fisheries Act 1905.
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Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears two signatures and I certify that ic conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct char the petition be brought to die Table of the House.
[See petition No 23.]

PETITION - MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS, $50 LEVY; COMMON
LAW RIGHTS UNDER THIRD PARTY INSURANCE DAMAGE CLAIMS,

CHANGES
MRS HALLAH-AN (Arinadale - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (2.09 pm]: I
present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned people of Western Australia wish to express our concern at
the illegality of the Government's introduction of a fifty dollar levy on all motor
vehicle registrations. We also wish to express our concern about the equity of
changes to the Common Law rights of Citizens under the third party insurance
damage claims.
We therefore call on the Government to:
(a) abolish the fifty dollar levy on all vehicles because it is illegal;
(b) follow the correct processes in setting Third Party Vehicle Insurance

premiums;
(c) reconsider changes to Common Law rights under third party insurance

damage claims and to improve the effect on women at homne, children, the
unemployed, the retired and pensioners.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 148 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 24.]

PETITION - URBAN BUSHLAND, KELMSCO117, PROTECTION
MRS HALLAHAN (Arniadale - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.11 pm]: I
present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned urgently seek to protect and preserve the unique remnant of
urban banksia bushland from development at Kelmscott. We therefore request
funding assistance as a matter of high priority, from the State Government, to
purchase the land located at the junction of Cammillo Road, Railway Avenue and
Bray Street, Kelmscott in the City of Armnadale, (Lots 1, 2 and 3 Camimillo Road
and Lots 4, 5 and 6 Bray Street) in line with the draft Urban Bushland S trategy.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 30 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petitions be brought to the Table of the House.
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A similar petition was presented by Mr Tubby (44 signatures).
[See petitions Nos 25 and 26.1

PETITION - WATER ACCOUNTS, PAYMENT CARD
DR WATSON (Kenwick) [2.13 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We. the undersigned people of Western Australia request that the Minister for
Water Resources issue a card to enable users to pay instalments coward their
water account, similar to the SEC WA energy payment card.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray chat you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 96 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: [ direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 27.]

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORTS - No 2 MAY 1994 ON GOVERNMENT
PURCHASING, AMENDMENT

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): It has been drawn to my attention that it is necessary to
make an amendment to the Auditor General's report (No 2) of May 1994 relating to
Government purchasing in Western Australia. This report was tabled on 1.1 May.
The amendment is to page 77 of the report: T1he Water Authority of Western Australia
was listed as partially exempt. but it should have been recorded as being totally exempt.
Accordingly. under Standing Order No 233. 1 inform the House that I have authorised the
necessary amendment.

STATEMENT - PREMIER
Visit to Europe

MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [ 2.14 pm]: I now explain to the House the purpose
and result of my recent visit to Britain. Prance, Germany and Italy.
Since entering office the Government has focused heavily on promoting trade and
investment links with the Asian region, which represents 70 per cent of our export
business. This focus has included visits to the region by me, the Deputy Premier,
Mr Hendy Cowan, and the Minister for Resources Development, Mr Colin Barnett, to
promote trade and investment. Our growing understanding of Asia has highlighted the
strong interest of European companies and countries in also developing closer links with
the Asian region.
In recent years most European countries have experienced stagnant levels of economic
growth. As a result, many European companies are seeking to increase levels of
profitability by expanding outside Europe. This new trend creates important
opportunities for Western Australia as a gateway into the Asian region for many of these
European companies. Therefore, it is myopic to continue to look at Asia in isolation, as I
am now strongly of the view that Europe can play an important role in Western
Australia's capacity to fully take advantage of Asia's strong economic growth by
utilising the technology and capital of European business. This is particularly true of
Britain, which has been used as a political flogging horse by Prime Minister [Keating
even though that country is a major investor in Australia and is now a key ingredient in
this state's ability to more effectively capitalise on economic opportunities in Asia.
During my recent visit to Europe I had the opportunity to meet a wide range of
companies in Britain, Germany, France and Italy which are considering expanding their
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operations in the Asian region. During my presentation to these companies I had the
opportunity to explain how Western Australia could play a pivotal role in a Euro-Asia
strategy: I highlighted Western Australia's close proximity to the Asian region; the fact
that unlike the rest of Australia, this state is on the same time zone as Asia; our strength
in natural resources; our skilled work force; the Government's growing links with the
political leaders in the region; the increasing sophistication of this state's communication
links with the region; and the cost benefits of using this state as a regional location
compared to other regional centi-s. in Asia.
Although many of these European companies expressed interest in these benefits, the
factor which created the strongest interest throughout our briefings was Western
Australia's improving industrial relations climate. One of the factors which has most
inhibited European investment in Australia in recent years has been the perception that
we have a poor industrial relations climate for business operations. This is a very
pertinent point in Europe where most businesses continue to operate in a highly regulated
environment, which is making them uncompetitive. A wide spectrum of European
businesses were extremely interested to learn about Western Australia's industrial
relations legislation, which has liberalised the labour market and is giving freedom of
choice to employees. They were also interested to learn that these major reforms
coincided with a major reduction in days lost due to strikes.
These European businesses are clearly interested not in glossy brochures, but in tangible
evidence that the State Government is committed to ensuring that potential investors can
effectively use Western Australia as a gateway into Asia by implementing significant
reforms, such as in the industrial relations area.
I have pleasure in reporting to the House that a number of the steel companies which I
visited in Europe are now seriously considering Western Australia as a gateway into the
Asian markets, especially China. Of special interest to them has been the long overdue
reforms which our Government is undertaking in the energy sector which may give
realisation to value adding to our iron ore, which has been the dream of this state since
iron ore exports began more than three decades ago.
Other manufacturing companies also expressed interest in locating in, or sourcing
specialised components from, Western Australia. We can also confidently predict that
the tourism numbers from Europe will continue to grow as they regard Australia as the
last great adventure frontier. Our talks with major operators in Britain, Germany and
France will lead to a wide range of innovative packages for European travellers.
In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I am confident that Western Australia will continue to lead
Australia in economic growth and private investment by developing a global economic
strategy which harnesses the strengths of Asia and Europe. After my visit to Europe I am
confident that Western Australia is leading the nation in developing these cross-global
links with Europe and Asia. An effective Euro-Asia strategy will ensure that deals like
Coflexip will become more common and this state will have sustained employment
growth in significant value adding industries during the remainder of this decade.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - ATTORNEY GENERAL
Prison Reform Package

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Attorney General) (2.20 pm]: It gives me great
pleasure to inform the House that Cabinet yesterday endorsed a historic prison reform
package - an agreement between the Ministry of Justice and the Western Australian
Prison Officers Union - which charts a new course for prison management in this State.
It is an agreement upon which each union member was entitled to vote and which was
supported by 53.6 per cent of those officers who participated in the balot. Members
should not underestimate the importance of this agreement, which in effect means that
Western Australia has achieved what no other prison operator in Australia, the United
States and the United Kingdom has been able to do; that is, provide for cost savings
within our prison system to match those offered by the private sector.
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Some states in Australia have already introduced private prisons to achieve savings.
However, these savings have not flowed on to state run prisons at the level hoped and are
unlikely to be achieved without protracted industrial disputes. By reaching this
agreement in Western Australia we have, therefore, effectively jumped 1.0 years ahead of
those stares which are likely to be grappling with industrial issues and management
problems for the next decade as they bring state prisons into line with those in the private
sector. We have avoided this conflict and we will achieve across the board savings in all
of our prisons in one hit from the date of implementation - 1 July 1994.
The process we are now undertaking achieves savings of a considerable magnitude - an
estimated $8m. annually, or 10 per cent of the state's prison operation budget. These
savings will be achieved through a package which includes a return to a 40 hour week;
restructured sick leave entitlements: the introduction of an annualised salary which
incorporates components in lieu of penalty rates, shift allowances and overtime; greater
flexibility in annual leave, the removal of medical and pharmaceutical benefits and a
reduction, through natural attrition. of 129 staff positions. Prison officers have given a
commitment to achieve these savings and. as a result. make our prisons competitive with
those in the private sector.
Provided the savings and efficiencies are achieved, the Government has given an
undertaking not to privatise any existing Western Australian prison or contract out
existing standard duties of prison officers in this state before 31 December 1997.
The package is a milestone in industrial relations in this state. in both its content and the
negotiation process. It is also just the beginning with further negotiations to take place
on issues such as 12 hour shifts. permanentlpart-time prison officers, job sharing and the
introduction of a new rank structure. In my view, the agreement represents a win-win
situation for all those concerned. The community wins with the cost savings achieved.
prison staff win with job security and prisoners win with high levels of supervision,
welfare and safe custody maintained.
Finally, I congratulate all those involved in the negotiation process - the executive and
negotiators of the Ministry of Justice, and the union leadership and their members for
supporting the reforms required within our prison system.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR LABOUR RELATIONS
Workplace Agreements Act, Implementation; Agreements, Registration

Refusal Reasons
MR KIERAT% (Riverton - Minister for Labour Relations) [2.22 pm]: I rise to inform
the House of the implementation of the Workplace Agreements Act, with specific
reference to the reasons registration of agreements has been refused.
The reasons that the Commissioner for Workplace Agreements has refused to register
some agreements fully vindicate our promise that these agreements would be voluntary
and all workers would understand them. A recent summary document from the
Commissioner for Workplace Agreements includes the report that one agreement has
already been refused registration because the employee either did not understand the
agreement or did not understand the fact that she had a choice. The second reason - that
is. employees not understanding they have freedom of choice - is hardly surprising, given
the unrelenting campaign of fear and misinformation perpetrated by the Opposition.
According to the commissioner there have been no actual threats, but there have been
indications of pressure on people to sign agreements. In these cases, people have been
informed they have a chokce and, on that basis, they decided that they did not want the
agreement. In other words, the safeguards this Government designed to protect
employees have done just that.
The commissioner also noted one case in which a language problem was experienced. In
that particular case, the employment contract has ended. In other cases, interpreters have
been used. It is worth noting that the federal Minister, Mr Brereton. raised a concern
about the vulnerability of "ethnic workers", by which I presume he means workers who
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speak little or no English. The federal legislation does not require comprehension,
merely "consultation", but if someone does not understand something, what is the point
in consulting them?
As has been shown in the registration procedures by the Commissioner for Workplace
Agreements, our legislation has been deliberately drafted to give protection to people
ignored by the federal legislation. This situation highlights an enlightened approach
compared with the old system, where if one could not speak English, one usually knew
very little about one's working conditions. We have made knowledge and understanding
a prerequisite for a workplace agreement, and we think that is a progressive step.
Theme were also other cases where employees had signed agreements, then obtained
further information and changed their minds. They were able to withdraw from the
agreement. These cases show quite clearly that employees now have a real choice. They
are able to get objective advice about what will ultimately be of benefit to them. There is
no room under this legislation for "sign or resign" - that piece of mischief has been well
and truly laid to rest.
This Government has shown that coercion and intimidation will not be allowed. We
hope the Opposition now concedes that point. We said there would be choice, which
again the Opposition did not believe. The evidence of decisions made by the
Commissioner for Workplace Agreements shows that people are experiencing the
importance of choice and the protections for bargaining are working. I now table
information as to the registration process.
[See paper No 76.]

[Questions without notice taken.]

WATER AUThORI[TY AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR OMODEI (Warren - Minister for Water Resources) [2.57 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time-
The purpose of this Bill is to amend the Water Authority Act 1984 to provide specifically
for the Water Authority of Western Australia to make payment of the subsidy to local
authorities for sewerage schemes owned and operated by them. All other aspects of the
Water Authority Act will remain unchanged.
Sewerage schemes in country areas are operated by either the Water Authority or local
authorities operating under the provisions of part IV of the Health Act. A scheme to
subsidise the provision of sewerage to country areas was initiated in 1967 principally to
ease the burden on the general loan fund by enabling local authority borrowing powers to
be utilised to meet the capital costs of constructing small sewerage schemes. The
arrangement also encouraged local authorities to accept a degree of responsibility for the
improvement of living conditions in their towns. The provision of sewerage in country
areas is an expensive exercise and the local authorities required a level of subsidy until
the ongoing cost of the sewerage service could reasonably be borne by the customers
served. Under the scheme 20 towns were sewered. Currently 15 schemes receive a
subsidy from the consolidated fund and they are in the towns of Calingiri, Dalwallinu,
Dowerin, Goomalling, Jerramungup, Koorda, Lake Grace, Moora, Morawa, Nyabing,
Pingrup, Ravensthorpc, Southern Cross, Wickepin and Williams. Revenue growth from
Boulder, Brookton, Coolgardie and Dumbleyung has resulted in these towns no longer
requiring a subsidy. The sewerage scheme in Carnarvon was taken over by the Water
Authority from 1 July 1987.
Following the creation of the Water Authority in 1985 all new sewerage schemes in the
state have been funded by the authority. The overall cost of subsidising these schemes
has been reduced over time. The estimated cost of the subsidy scheme in 1993-94 is
1475 000 including $30 000 for administration costs. The Water Authority currently
administers payment of the subsidy in accordance with policy laid down by the Treasury.
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The Water Authority operates 76 of its own country sewerage schemes. These schemes
incurred a loss of $11l.142m in 1992-93. Following a review of water services funding
the Government has determined that the funding of the subsidy scheme should be
transferred to the Water Authority. thus providing a consistent approach to the funding of
all community service obligations related to water services. However, this funding
arrangement is not possible under the current Water Authority Act as section 39(4)
restricts the authority to spending money on its own assets. This proposed amendment
extends the provision of this section to allow the Water Authority to make the sewerage
subsidy scheme payments to local authorities. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

ADDRESS-N1-REPLY

moton
Debate resumed from 12 May.
MR CUNNINGHAM (Marangaroo) [3.00 pm]: I will address seven very important
issues in the electorate of Marangaroo. The continuing saga of the East Marangaroo
Primary School still dominates interest in my electorate, with some 600 families now
involved in this conflict. On 14 August 1992 the then Miiiister, the current member for
Arinadale. released a school announcement stating that the suburb of Marangaroo would
have a second primary school. The works were to be listed for inclusion in the 1993-94
Budget. To the detriment of the residents of the electorate of Marangaroo, theme was a
change of government - the significance to the residents of East Marangaroo was no new
school. At a recent public meeting some 140 concerned parents expressed their outrage
at the Liberal Government's decision not to proceed with the immediate construction of a
much needed primary school in East Marangaroo. A representative for the ministry
attended the meeting and confirmed that, after much confrontation, the Minister
acknowledged there is a need for the school, but that need did not fit the criteria used to
determine where new schools are built. The Minister in his correspondence to the East
Marangaroo Action Group of 20 April 1994 said -

In the final analysis, the data contained in your survey are not contentious since it
is accepted that there are sufficient children resident in the eastern part of
Marangaroo for a viable school. It is also acknowledged that residential
development in the area is continuing and that there is scope for further growth.

I bring to the attention of the House the predicament that parents face in sending their
children to a school outside their suburb and across the busy highway of Marangaroo
Drive. Firstly, children as young as six or seven years of age must cross this extremely
busy and dangerous road to access the schools in both Girrawheen and Koondoola. The
walking distances to these schools from Constantine Way, Marangaroo in times of non-
traffic are as follows: Girrawheen Primary School, one hour and five minutes;, Montrose
Primary School, one hour and 12 minutes; Koondoola Primary School. one hour and 10
minutes:, Hainsworth Primary School, one hour and 20 minutes; and Blackmore Primary
School, one hour and 27 minutes. These figures speak for themselves. It is
incomprehensible, disgraceful and totally irresponsible that this Liberal State
Government should condone and continue to allow residents of this community and
children to be subjected to the danger of this busy road. Let us ponder on what will fit
the criteria. Will it be the death of an innocent child? The residents of East Marangaro
and I will continue to fight for the urgent construction of this primary school. We have
the numbers and the residents are entitled to have that school.
The second and equally important issue to be raised is funding for the improvement of
roads in the electorate. The electorate of Marangaroo has a number of what could be
described as potential black spots. These intersections or stretches of road are the scenes
of numerous accidents or near misses. One prominent trouble spot that comes to mind is
situated at the corner of Templeton Crescent and Marangaroo Drive. Traffic signals are
urgently needed at this trouble spot. The request for traffic signals has the support of the
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local government authority - the City of Wannero. two senior high schools in the
electorate and the local police who are called upon to attend an accident on the site at
least three times a week. I mention the two senior high schools because at present they
are busy taking up a petition on this matter which will be completed over the next couple
of weeks. The request continues to fall on deaf ears as the Main Roads Department
cannot find available funding to facilitate the immediate installation of traffic signals at
this intersection.
On Monday. 9 May another almost tragic accident occurred involving a busload of local
year 8 students. Seven students were rushed to Princess Margaret Hospital. This urgent
need for traffic signals cannot be overstated. Other potential black spots in the electorate
are the' corner of Highclere Boulevard and Marangaroo Drive and the corner of
Girrawheen Avenue and Marangaroo Drive. Road widening of Marangaroo Drive is
urgently requested between Mirrabooka Avenue and Alexander Drive.
In the electorate of Marangaroo we are very fortunate to have residing and working in the
community six very dedicated and valued members of the Christian Brothers community.
In November 1992 the Christian Brothers invested in a ute and covered trailer so that the
brothers could use their skills to encourage and assist disadvantaged youth in the
Girrawheen-Koondoola and Balga areas. Brother Ollie Pickett started a mobile
workshop, from which he taught welding skills to young people. Under the heading of
welding these young people were learning a valuable lesson in self-esteem, friendship
and respect for one another, the essence of a contributing and valuable member of any
community. Brother Ollie and his mobile workshop are now involved with the Labor
Party initiated off campus program. That Labor government initiative gives many young
people who, as a result of family breakdown, low self-esteem and learning difficulties,
cannot make it in the mainstream education classes, an opportunity to catch up under the
guidance and caring administration of the off campus teachers. After 12 months of
working in the electorate of Marangaroo these special Christian Brothers are now
involved with the SPYE program, the Baiga Senior High School at risk students, the
Workskills program and the Girrawheen off campus program. The Christian Brothers
fund the workshop without any government assistance whatsoever. The Government has
been approached but the request for help has so far fallen on deaf ears. I will refer to the
off campus program later in my address.
Brother Terry Casey is also a full time voluntary worker at the Koondoola
neighbourhood centre. Brother Terry is a highly respected member of this community.
Through his work he has organised children's activities and camps for disadvantaged
youth, and is actively involved in promoting ethnic and cultural harmony by improving
young people's self-esteem, and encouraging positive self-concepts so that they can look
to the future with a sense of hope and opportunity. Brother David Bodman is a co-
director of the arrest express service, which was introduced in my electorate six years
ago, emerging as a result of the increasing needs of at-risk youth. Brother Kevin Moore
is another youth group helper presently involved in a technical and further education
course. Brother Geoff Seamen is a volunteer at Mercy College in Koondoola and
Girrawheen Senior Highi School. Brother Geoff is involved in the English teaching
programs at the schools, providing language development for Vietnamese students. He
also helps at the Aboriginal homework classes after school at CGirrawheen High School
and is a volunteer in the off campus programs. These programs are a necessity for our
multicultural community and the future of our migrant community. It is imperative that
this State Government give an undertaking to make available funding to special needs
groups. Groups such as the Christian Brothers have played a vital and extremely
important role in the Marangaroo electorate. These six Christian Brothers are a fine
example of a congregation of men who have made an outstanding contribution to the
welfare of young people and to education in this state for the past 100 years.
Mr Pendal: Hear, hear!
Mr CUNNINGHAM: As Brother Phil would know, the Christian Brothers group has
been dedicated to young people. It has not been an easy path. Over the past 24 months
we have seen a concerted effort by certain sections of the Press to make sickening and

507



508 [ASSEMBLY]

vicious attacks on a very fine group of men. No doubt a small section of the Christian
Brothers broke their vows. No-one would condone the participation of any trusted
person in any immoral or improper action. I am extremely proud to be a product of a
Christian Brothers school. The only abuse I encountered was on a weekly, or most times
biweekly. basis when I received six strokes on the hand. No doubt 90 per cent - if not 99
per cent - of the time I deserved my punishment. One could say that during my young
days mischief was not far from me. Many members of this House, both opposition and
government, have felt very sad and been deeply offended to hear and read the continuing
stream of unwarranted, vicious attacks on the Christian Brothers order. We do not
condone in any way the behaviour of a few individuals who may have perpetrated such
abuse and disgraced a very fine organisation that has done so much for education and the
community in this country.
I now return to the off campus program instigated by the previous Labor government and
originally designed as a combined initiative of two schools - Girrawheen and Balga
Senior High Schools. This year has seen the format changed. Each school now has its
own program, the Balga program being school based and the Girrawheen High School
continuing with an off campus program. The latter is merely the continuation of the
original program, catering for students disaffected by mainstream schooling. Many
students are from disadvantaged families and many of them lack literacy and numeracy
skills. The Girrawheen off campus program has become the more frequently selected to
attend. To most students it is a lifeline. The marked improvement in attendance rates
means that the students are obtaining an opportunity to increase the skills that they will
need later to become contributing members of a fine community. For these young
people, a gap has been filled. Youth workers in the area confirm that this has helped to
meet daytime services for young people who attend the off campus program. On the
program. students learn at the pace of their capacity and at a level at which they can
experience success with maximum enjoyment. As well as great emphasis on the basics
of numeracy and literacy, focus is on social skills which will stand students in good stead
when applying for employment or otherwise making their way in the outside world.
Unfortunately. funding for the off campus program derived from both Commonwealth
and state education sources is allocated on a yearly basis with no guarantees for the
ensuing period. Not only is the future of the program constantly under threat, but also
this process precludes effective planning for the year ahead. Therefore I request that the
relevant Ministers ensure the continuation of the minimum current funding - if it cannot
be increased - so that more benefits can be realised, and the money centred on
Girrawbeen Senior High School can be used there rather than be diverted to this program.
The off campus program is housed in a Homeswest house not far from the school.
Several rental increases have occurred recently and more are timetabled before the end of
this year. I bring this matter to the attention of the Minister for Housing, the member for
Albany, and request that he investigate it urgently and review the current rent structure of
the property at 16 Calvert Way, Girrawbeen.
With the proven success rate of the program, now in its fifth year, a reduction in truancy,
and reduced calls on local police as a result, these benefits alone should warrant the
notion that no rent should be charged by any government department that believes in
empowering our young people to make a worthwhile contribution to society. The
Minister could win many hearts among the disadvantaged. The teacher coordinator,
Helen Bryant, is a very caring and dedicated teacher. In the past few years she has built
up a network of supportive staff who work with her.
I take this opportunity to offer a bouquet to a special professional in my electorate of
Marangamoo. I recently had the pleasure of attending a pilot project instigated by
Dr Moya Wood of the Alexander Heights medical service. The project aims to improve
health promotion strategies, preventive screening activities and the coordination of
services with the aim of enhancing medical general practice at the grass roots. Dr Moya
Wood. a general practitioner in the electorate of Marangaroo, is a woman whom I greatly
admire. She has undertaken to introduce the general public to a public information
seminar and has encouraged the participation of local residents in a seminar-luncheon to

508



[Tuesday. 31 May 1994]59

promote health. Community members were made privy to some very exciting research
information and general knowledge on health issues. At the luncheon, attended by 70 or
80 people, the agenda for the inaugural seminar focused on breast cancer. The aim of the
information seminars is to effectively disseminate information to the community and to
teach the public about important health issues. I congratulate Dr Wood on this most
important initiative, and I encourage and support her to continue this exciting program.
I move now to morale in the Western Australia Police Force. It has never been at a lower
ebb. The problem starts at the top and flows down to the most junior police level. The
Minister for Police has been handed the poisoned chalice after this Government sold out
the current Commissioner of Police. I have fond memories of working with some very
fine police at the Warwick Police Station over the last six years. Members on both sides
of the House would be aware of one former superintendent who stands out. He is Bill
Doherty, the present chairperson of the Juvenile Justice Commission. Bill Doherty had
the young people of Girrawheen, Koondoola at Balga at heart. His work among
Aboriginal youth was outstanding. He has been sadly missed by the young people of our
electorate because he was a hands-on policeman. This was an example of police working
with society and society working with police - a catchcry used by the member for
Kimberley in his speech to this House on I11 May.
The Police Force also lost a very fine young policeman through frustration,
disappointment and utter depression, with the recent resignation of Kim Collard, who had
the respect of young people, both Aboriginal and white, in the Marangaroo electorate.
He treated the public with utmost respect, and at all times he went out of his way to
attract Aboriginal and white youth to the right side of the law. This Government must
recruit more Aboriginal police officers, not police aides, as Aboriginal police officers are
the only way to institute change among young offenders. The recent altercation between
police officers and an Aboriginal basketball player is a matter that is beyond redemption.
The senior police officers in the fifth floor at police headquarters are still shaking their
heads in disbelief. The police today are absolutely frustrated by being continually in the
eye of the media; we can use this as an excuse, but really it is no excuse. The Kim
Collards and the Bill Dohertys of this world are a great loss to the Western Australia
Police Force.
My contribution to the Address-in-Reply will conclude with a message of outrage
expressed by Christians in the electorate of Marangaroo. These people are bitterly
repulsed by the Edith Cowan University Student Guild edition of a magazine called
Harambee. I hold up the publication in question for members to see. The articles in this
magazine are no more educational than its outrageous cover. Many constituents have
either rung my office or called in to complain about the blasphemous and obscene
caricature of a crucified Christ published in the Easter edition. As Archbishop Mickey
rightly described it, this is the "vilest, most offensive caricature of Christ" he has ever
seen. I now share with members three messages: One from the Catholic Archbishop of
Perth; one from Rev Rex Gabrielson, of the Girrawheen Baptist Church; and one from a
leading student activist at Edith Cowan University. First, Archbishop Hickey wrote -

I recently arrived home from an overseas conference to find on my desk the
vilest, most offensive caricature of Christ that I have ever seen.
It was printed on the cover of Harambee, a student paper published by the student
guild of Edith Cowan University.
The caricature depicted Christ in a grotesque posture with overdrawn sexual
characteristics to make the figure all the more repulsive. I censure the editors of
Harambee in the strongest possible terns. Their action has caused deep offence
and hurt to Christians at and beyond the university. I cannot understand why
students would presume to be free to insult believing Christians with impunity.
I have written letters of protest to the guild and the principals of the university
recording my disgust with the publication, asking for a retraction and apology. I
understand that this edition is but one of many that have consistently ridiculed
Christian beliefs and practices.
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1 now read a message from Reverend Rex Gabrielson. a minister in Girrawheen. as
follows -

I write these few lines to register my sense of outrage and disgust at what is
portrayed visually and in writing in the student magazine in question, that is
openly and freely distributed on campus at the Edith Cowan University of
Western Australia.
It is an uncalled for provocative and blatant affront to one's sense of common
decency and dignity, and an attempt to violate and besmear the Christian faith and
morality in a malicious and public manner. Such graphic mockery of Christ
reveals a dangerous mind and intention: that is, intoxicated with a potion of evil
that would have to have its source in the depraved cesspool of diabolical filth. As
best as I can read history and human nature, it must be said that no-one has
contributed to the good of the human race as Christ. and yet he is identified as a
sick joke.
We. and the leaders of the Australian nation, need to urgently realise that when
spiritual values and moral principles are allowed to be eroded away and the public
be scandalised by the vandals of a good and Godly heritage in our institutions of
learning, our nation is headed for disaster, or as the great prophet of God once
said. "The axe is already laid to the root of the tree", and history proved him
teribly right.

I now quote from a letter which should be part of the Western Austrlian Hansard. It is
written by a leading student activist at Edith Cowan University. It reads -

Dear Mr Cunningham.
I am writing to you in order to convey my deep disappointment with the cover
page of a recent edition of 1-arainbee. the student magazine published by the
Edith Cowan University Student Guild.
As you can see from the photocopy I have attached to this letter, the caricature of
Christ that appeared on the cover is quite disgusting. I am not a practising
Christian nor am I an atheist. I like to consider myself to be agnostic, or unsure.
Given this, it is probably all the more indicative of the cover's offensive nature
that I have felt compelled to write to yourself as a parliamentarian in protest. I
found the cover and the contents of the magazine revolting.
Depicting Christ with a misshapen physique, gargantuan phallus and skull-like
head is designed to ridicule and create a less than respectful image of a figure
intrinsic to the life of billions of people around the world. It was at the very least
grossly insensitive.
Christianity is apparently not the only religion lampooned on the cover. Belief
systems which make use of totems were also parodied. It was however the
Christian faith which was subject to detailed attention. Whilst the politically
correct in our society bay for blood when individuals or groups are vilified or
discriminated against due to gender, age or race, they appear strangely quiet on
religion. It is a sad indictment of our society that a person might consider it
acceptable to make sport of Christianity (or any other religious belief for that
matter) in such a deliberate and brutal fashion.

He later continues -
This matter is of great importance due to legislation currently before the
Parliament -

I believe the Bill is before the other place. This young man indicates that the current
funding arrangement with student guilds is appropriate. The letter continues -

It is also interesting that the Liberal party on one hand claims it wishes to deliver
greater autonomy to universities and at the same time is apparently willing to
directly intervene without consultation with the institutions themselves in the
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affairs by amending sections of their governing acts concerning guilds. Surely
whether there is a Guild or not and the manner in which it is funded is a question
for the universities themselves?
I am totally in support of the Edith Cowan Student Guild speaking out on issues
of concern and interest to students in the broadest and most general sense. So
long as I am afforded the opportunity to democratically participate in the
formulation of these policies via an electoral process - such as is the case
presently - I will be supporting the levying of universal Guild fees.
I am appalled at the State government's attempts to impose their misplaced and
ill-conceived anti-student legislation (Aaka Acts Amendment (Student Guilds and
Associations) Bill 1993) on a student populace that is unaware of the horrendous
impact it will have. No doubt the Liberal party's legally incorrect and
intellectually dishonest application of freedom of association concerns to
organisations committed to the defence of student welfare and the enhancement
of student life is matched by a similar callous concern for freedom of expression
for artists seeking to depict religious motifs central to many people's lives so
disgustingly.
It brings great discredit to the Edith Cowan Student Guild that their offensive
edition of Harambee comes at a time when it is least needed. It will only give the
Liberals further excuse to move ahead with the punitive legislation which will
effectively inhibit students' ability to autonomously participate in the delivery of
their education. Opportunistic Liberal politicians will cease upon this as a typical
example of an irresponsible student guild when it is an aberration as opposed to
the rule.

This edition serves only to alienate the students who would otherwise support their
student guild unreservedly. In the last minute of my speech I would like to make sure
that this House does something about a magazine of this nature. The feelings of
revulsion expressed by the Archbishop of Perth, the Pastor of the Girrawheen Baptist
Church and the student leader from Edith Cowan University would be the feelings of the
large majority of Western Australians. They would feel that they were living in a state of
diabolical filth. This editor should be dismissed immediately; he has no place at the
Edith Cowan University.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [3.31 pm]: Australians are well
aware that as a nation we are entering into a period of dynamic growth. Unemployment
is falling and the national growth rate is nearly four per cent. It is clear that the very
important low inflation and interest rates are providing fertile ground for new investment.
However, in Western Australia the Court coalition Government seems content to ride on
this wave of economic recovery, reaping the windfall gains of payroll tax and stamp duty
to the tune of about $135m this financial year. Despite the claims of the Premier in this
House today, we have calculated that a family of four, with two children at school, living
in one of the outer suburbs of Perth will be slugged with something like $250 extra a year
as a result of the increase in fares and water charges imposed by this Government. With
the sorts of charges it has announced those people living in the outer suburbs like
Wanneroo, Midland and Mandurah will be hit hardest. This comes at a time when the
Government is, to say the least, flush with funds. It will see an increase in revenue from
taxes, fines and charges of something like 12.7 per cent by the end of this financial year.
That is compared with increases of around 4 or 5 per cent experienced in the two years
before 1993-94.
The Government has obtained a windfall gain, but has failed to honour the commitments
it entered into when it came into government in February 1993. Where are the 800 extra
police officers? The Minister for Police said a week or two ago when the Premier was
overseas that the Government did not expect it could meet that commitment. The
Premier said on radio today that the Governmrent would be able to meet that commitment.
The Government has failed to move to abolish payroll tax, as it said it would. It has
slashed jobs at places like the Midland Workshops and Robb Jetty. At the same time it
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has failed to launch into state debt; it has failed to deal with the issue of debt in Western
Australia. It has increased debt in Western Australia.
Mr Court: What does "launch into debt" mean?
Mr TAYLOR: In other words, it has failed to decrease debt in Western Australia.
Despite the sorts of things the Premier said when he was Leader of the Opposition, he is
now providing unlimited jobs for his mates. He is allowing that to happen day by day in
Western Australia despite having made the commitment when in opposition that would
not happen under his government.
Mr Bloffwitch: You are more interested in the Northern Territory.
Mr TAYLOR: I will respond to the member for Geraldton in a minute. The Premier is
more interested in spending millions of dollars on self-promotion through television
advertising than reducing hospital waiting lists, or properly funding the Yamacji patrol in
Geraldton. They do not know where their funding will come from next year. The
Premier is doing nothing about it.
Mr Bloffwitch: They have a good member; don't worry about that.
Mr TAYLOR: They do not have a good member. The message I get is that is not the
case, the member for Geraldton is not providing them with the sort of representation they
expect. The Government, despite its rhetoric during the election campaign, is soft on law
and order and soft on corruption. It has seen people day by day increasingly falling
victims to crime. It has sat back and reneged on its pre-election promise that it would act
swiftly and decisively in those areas. It has done nothing.
In the course of the past 14 or 15 months this coalition has not delivered, and is incapable
of delivering, its promises to the people of Western Australia. It is failing to maximise
the opportunities that are available to this state during a period of national recovery.
I will remind the House of what the Premier said in 1993 in his policy speech. He said
that new investment does not just walk through the front door, that we must go out and
fight for it. The Premier went off to Europe to fight for it. What was the result? We
heard the result today in his short ministerial statement - there was no result. The
Premier stood up in front of a television camera in Pais and spoke about the directly
reduced iron plant. He had already announced in February that that plant was coming to
Western Australia; it was re-announced on the Premier's trip to Europe. At the same
time, the Premier took the opportunity of meeting the chief executives of the Rolls Royce
Company in relation to the future of the turbine blade plant. What was the outcome?
There was no result, Premier.
Mr Court: You wait and see.
Mr TAYLOR: There was no result.
Mr Court: If as a result of that trip we see a DRI plant or a steel plant will you
apologise?
Mr TAYLOR: The Labor government had already started work on a DRI plant. We
already had that under way. The Premier re-announced the investigations that the Labor
government undertook with the Chinese in relation to a DRI facility in the Pilbara. The
Premier has announced that two or three times already. It makes a lot of sense to deal
with those issues in the Pilbara, and we started dealing with those when we were in
government. The Premier is well aware of the work that we ensured was undertaken with
the DIII plant.
Mr Court: You did absolutely nothing.
Mr TAYLOR: How can the Premier sit there with a straight face and say that we did
nothing? He knows the truth is otherwise. The Premier knows, in relation to the
Compact Steel Pty Ltd plant, that the Labor government worked hand in hand with the
federal government and the ACTU -

Mr Court: I am not talking about Compact Steel.
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Mr TAYLOR: I am talking about that as well. The Labor government worked to ensure
that European investors took an interest in that venture. The Premier knows that in
relation to BHIP Iron Ore Ltd, Broken Hill Proprietary Co Ltd and the Chinese
government, the Labor government undertook investigations into a DR] plant for the
Pilbara. The Premier knows that we worked with BHP Iron Ore in relation to a proposal
for a sinter plant at Port Hedland. The Minister for Resources Development stood on the
hose in relation to that issue. The Premier is well aware of those issues. He should not
pretend that we did nothing. The Premier has undertaken extensive travel in relation to
these sorts of issues, supposedly with the objective of encouraging investment and
creating jobs in Western Australia. I did not criticise that. When the Premier went to
Europe I was asked on the "Sater Pile" whether I criticised that journey. I do not and I
will not, because it is the right thing to do, but we want to see some results. Numerous
opportunities are presently slipping through the fingers of this Governiment.
Mr Court: Tell us one.
Mr TAYLOR: I will tell the Premier a few, not just one. Complacency is costing jobs in
Western Australia. It is our estimate that since the coalition has been in government.
something like half a billion dollars worth of potential investment has been lost to this
state because of its poor government.
Mr Court: How can you justify saying that, when you had stagnant levels of investment
and we have growth?
Mr TAYLOR: This complacency on the part of the Court Government arises from
increased investment and activity in the resources sector. I am quite happy to see the
resources sector doing well, including my own electorate of Kalgoorlie which is doing
particularly wefl. However, the Premier well knows that, although important, resources
are but one sector of business investment in Western Australia.
Mr Court: What about the gas pipeline and the criticism you made in relation to Western
Mining Corporation Ltd?
Mr TAYLOR: Not once have we rubbished that pipeline. I suggest the Premier ask for a
copy of Hansard so that he can read the debate on that Bill. He will find that I and the
member for Eyre congratulated his Resources Development Minister in this House on the
way he went about that activity.
Mr Court: Why did you denigrate Western Mining and accuse it of improper dealings?
Mr TAYLOR: I accused the Premier of going behind the back of the previous Labor
government in dealing with Western Mining. I could spend a good part of my speech
dealing with the way Western Mining handles its work force in Western Australia. The
Premier should not talk to me about bucketing that project when he has not even had the
good grace to read in the Hansard what was said in this place when he was away. This
Premier and this Government have ignored opportunities for manufacturing investment in
Western Australia. The Premier might be interested to know that investment in the
manufacturing sector in Western Australia plummeted by 31 per cent in the calendar year
1993. The significance of that is that the manufacturing sector employs three times more
people than the mining sector. We must also be aware that, despite the growth in the
resource industry in Western Australia, that sector's work is contracted. It is also
significant that mining exports face declining commodity prices; whereas value added
manufacturing exports have greater long term potential for profits and employment for
Western Australians. I will not miss discussing that point later.
In addition, the Court coalition Government displays dual standards in almost any area
we care to look at. This Government claims it is about stimulating investment, attracting
new industry and creating more jobs. However, when we do the research we find that the
Court Government is developing a record of missed opportunities for new industry and
employment in that manufacturing and services sector. The Premier told the House in
July last year that his Government was committed to providing infrastructure to support
and encourage the economic development of the state. In September last year he said he
was committed to policies directed towards prompting economic development and job
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opportunities. I am very pleased the Deputy Premier is now sitting alongside him
because some of these lost opportunities relate to the activities of not only the Premier
but also the Deputy Premier. I refer firstly to Motorola Communications. That United
States electronics company announced it would establish two major research and
development centres in Australia. It expected that within seven years it would invest
approximately $400m and employ an extra 450 people in this nation. One has been
earmarked for Adelaide and one for Sydney. Western Australia, New South Wales,
Victoria and Queensland were all vying for a major project. I understand that the
initiative by Western Australia in the first place came, not from this Government, but
from Curtin University. When did the Premier meet Motorola?
Mr Court: If you want me to look up the diary I will tell you. I met the American chief
of Motorola twice. 1 spoke to him in Chicago after the company had agreed to go to
South Australia. He explained the proposition put to South Australia, which we could
not afford.
Mr TAYLOR: Once again a project has been vied for with a distinct lack of success - an
opportunity for Western Australia has slipped through the Premier's fingers and, of all
things, we have been outbid by South Australia when this state is flush with funds. The
Premier did not approach the Opposition concerning how the Federal Government might
have been able to assist. HeI ignored opportunities. He has seen Western Australia miss
out on the Motorola research centre.
I refer to another project on which we missed out and which is in the Deputy Premier's
area.
Mr Court interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: What did the Premier do about it? He let it go through to the keeper. He
was prepared to accept that he was going to lose it and that was it. The same applies to
the proposal for a $90m contract for the manufacturing of locomotives for Hamersley
iron Pty Ltd. I understand that contract was awarded to A. Gontinan and Co Limited, the
biggest manufacturer of rolling stock in Western Australia and a company that has been
praised by international manufacturers of rolling stock, such as General Electric. The
only work the company was able to secure for this project was the commissioning of the
locos because Harnersley Iron wrote into the contract that "the supplier shall supply.
deliver and commission 29 USA built General Electric 4944W units in accordance with
this agreement". In September last year when I asked the Premier a question on this issue
he was not even aware of the opportunity that had slipped through Western Australia's
fingers. The same applies to ship refurbishments for Woodside Offshore Petroleum Pty
Ltd; the Metal Workers Union asked for an opportunity to be part of that. However, no
opportunity was made available. A bit of head kicking with the companies is required.
They are in Western Australia, making profits and doing well.
This Government has not taken the appropriate opportunities to make the most of
contracts such as these for Western Australians thereby creating employment
opportunities. I refer particularly to the Cossack venture and the vessel that will now be
made available to take the oil on board. There probably lies the future of oil and gas
developments in this State. We have lost that opportunity. The opportunities in the
future may not lie with the construction of major rigs such as the Goodwyn A platforn,
but with the development and fitting out of these vessels. This time one has passed us
by.
Mr Cowan: In the main, the ship lift that was built under your jurisdiction is inadequate
for that job. It must be improved and repaired, as must the berthing, the moorings and
the facilities that provide power and water to the wharf site. None of those things were
supplied. In other words, it *was a bodgie job that we must now try to fix so that we can
win some of those contracts.
Mr TAYLOR: Is the Deputy Premier saying the modules that were built down there
were not up to standard?
Mr Cowan: I am saying you did not go far enough. The facilities do not serve the needs
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that would allow us to win the contracts you have talked about. I cannot say the work
was bodgie; it was good work, but it did not go far enough. It did not provide suitable
moorings for vessels of the size you are talking about and it did not provide a deep
enough berth alongside.
Mr TAYLOR: It served the purpose for which it was built; that is, to provide the
facilities to build the modules there. The Government will lose a unique opportunity if it
does not take advantage at a time when it has the funds available to ensure that this state
will be in a position to win that sort of work.
I misunderstood the Deputy Premier at first; I thought he was talking about the modules.
My understanding is that they were well up to standard. In Indonesia a crane collapsed.
and Adelaide had problems with the quality of the piles; however, the modules that went
in here were successful. They were not only on time according to the latter stage of the
contract, but also within budget. They were successful and the work force showed that
they could deliver. The challenge to the Deputy Premier is to make certain that the sort
of facility that will allow that work to take place in Western Australia is available.
Mr Cowan: It wasn't provided and we had to turn around and do it.
Mr TAYLOR: No, it was not provided at that time because the place was being
established to ensure the manufacture of those modules. Those modules require a huge
plant area alongside the sea so that they can be rolled onto barges. That is exactly what
happened.
Mr Cowan: Having not provided the universal facility you can't be critical that in
12 months' time we have not overturned that. We will overturn it in two years.
Mr TAYLOR: I am critical because the opportunity existed. The former government
had to bid and fight for and overturn a decision that had already been made by the joint
venturers in order to obtain that Goodwyn module contract. During that process the
former government had to ensure that adequate funds were available to build the
modules. This Government had a further opportunity for the sort of investment I am
talking about, but let it slip through ics fingers. The Government did not take the
opportunity to make the commitment that those changes would be made to allow that to
take place.
Mr Cowan: Only one has gone past. There is a number of others.
Mr TAYLOR: I am referring to a number of others. I draw the Deputy Premier's
attention to the issue of pilot training contracts, something with which his department has
been involved for some time. In May the Federal Government announced that Qantas
and Adelaide's aviation college had won a $9m aid contract to train 60 Vietnamese pilots
to fly modern jet aircraft.
Mr Cowan: That was notwithstanding the fact that Ansett had done all the work. The
Vietnamese government said it wanted Ansett to win the contract, yet the contract was let
to Qantas.
Mr TAYLOR: Despite that, we have missed out on that opportunity. I understand that
the Deputy Premier has had discussions with Southern China Air which is interested in
picking up the training of commercial pilots in Western Australia. The essence of the
problem is this: Albany, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton - I think,- and Jandakot all think they can
get that contract. That issue needs to be sorted out, as does the department and how it
tackles these issues.
Mr Cowan: There is another issue associated with that which I will not talk about Lc
Mr TAYLOR: I might have some idea of that
Mr Court: Major investments were made in the Eastern States in new pilot training
facilities that have not been able to get the expected clients. We met one of those
companies in Europe. It has been hurting badly as a result of that, and it is desperately
trying to pick up some new business. The marketplace has been oversupplied.
Mr TAYLOR: As the Premier has pointed out in relation to some European issues,
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Western Australia is well placed in all sorts of senses to ensure that it provides that
training to pilots from Asia and beyond.
I turn now to the decision of the Government not to go to tender with the Collie power
station. I will not go into detail on that matter again because we have done that in this
place. Undoubtedly that decision cost Western Australia millions of dollars. The
Government denied Transfield the opportunity to tender for that project and it has gone to
an overseas company. I am sume that much of the work and money wilt go overseas. At
the same time as the Government refused to put that project out to tender the Premier and
the Deputy Premier promised people in Collie that it would be a 600 megawatt power
station.
One of the most disgraceful decisions made by this Government was the closure of the
Midland Workshops. A great deal of the engineering work which was previously done in
Western Australia is now undertaken in the Eastern States. A recent example is an order
for 439 000 dog spikes for Westrail which was undertaken in the Eastern States at a cost
of 480 for each spike. In 1992-93 Westrail at the Midland Workshops was able to
produce 525 000 dog spikes at a cost of 23g each. That closure meant a great loss not
only in terms of the cost to Western Australia but, more importantly, in the lost
employment opportunities for Western Australians. There are other examples of this
kind of work being lost to this state. During the election campaign the Premier said that
the Government would re-equip the Midland Workshops and that it would become part
of a world class heavy engineering complex to service the needs of rail, mining.
agriculture, and the new value adding industries. However, the outcome has been
disgraceful. The Minister for Transport announced in April 1993 the loss of the Midland
Workshops and the loss of those jobs. The same applies to a range of other issues.
What is happening with the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation's national research centre for petroleum and mineral research? Is the
Government serious about making that opportunity available to the CSIRO, or will we
see another opportunity slip by for Western Australia?
Mr Cowan: The Government has had ongoing discussions with the CSIRO. I will meet
one of the senior officers of the CSIRO early next month to obtain further clarification on
a number of issues. The most important issue to date is that we are making progress on
the location of the petroleum and gas research facility.
Mr TAYLOR: I read in this morning's newspaper that Western Australia has been left
off the visit from the China trade group which is looking at investment and other
opportunities in Australia. The Deputy Premier has been to China and I understand that
he has met some of these people to talk about these issues. How can Western Australia
justify being left off the itinerary of such a significant group which is coming to Australia
to look at these sorts of opportunities? How can that slip through the fingers of the
Western Australian Government?
Mr Cowan: Because the Federal Government office happens to be organising the visit
Mr TAYLOR: That illustrates my point: It comes back to the relationship between this
Government and the Federal Government.
Mr Court: Are you saying that the Chinese are not sending trade missions here because
of that relationship? That is scandalous; that is corruption!
Mr TAYLOR: It comes back to the Premier, the Deputy Premier and Ministers not being
prepared to open the door and discuss issues. They do not know what is going on and
they are missing an opportunity. They do not have sufficient influence with the Federal
Government or, more importantly on this issue, with Austrade, to ensure that the state
which is closest to China, which has sent more missions to China than probably any
other, does not miss out on one of the most important investment opportunities for many
years in this state. It is all because of the Government's sheer stupidity and because the
Premier and his Ministers regard any government department that has "federal" in front
of it as the enemy. The Government does not have any channels of communication. The
Premier refuses to allow state public servants to deal with federal public servants on these
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issues. They do not know what is going on and they are too afraid to find out. They are
afraid that it will backfire on them because the Premier and his Ministers are not prepared
to deal with federal issues.
Mr Court: Are you saying that Chris Schacht put that money into South Australia
because of politics? If that is so, that is straight out corruption.
Mr TAYLOR: I anm saying that it is all slipping through the Premier's fingers because he
does not know how to do the deals. The Premier cannot come to grips with these sorts of
issues. He thinks the answer is resources, resources. The future of Western Australia lies
not only with the resource industry, but also, as importantly, with value adding
manufacturing investment. The Premier has neither came to grips with that, nor
understands it and these opportunities are slipping by. The same applies to the public
sector. The Premier said in January 1993, "1 guarantee that no jobs will be last." In
addition, he said, "We will have a growing economy and that growing economy will be
served by existing levels in the public sector." The Premier has a very short memory.
Mr Court: You criticised us because the numbers have increased.
Mr TAYLOR: Mote than 3 000 jobs have been slashed in the public sector and at least
another 2 000 are under threat. The Minister for Labour Relations gave an undertaking
that no government worker would lose his job against his will and, if it happened, he
would resign. All of a sudden, public sector workers have become public servants. The
Minister made no attempt to correct the statement which he made prior to the election
campaign. It was very convenient.
Several members interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: It was far from said carefully. The Minister said that no government
worker would lose his job against his will.
Mr Kierath: I did not say that.
Mr TAYLOR: I suggest that the Minister speak to the people who were employed at the
Midland Workshops. State Print and the pathology department at Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital to find out whether they lost their jobs against their will. He should also quote
to them the Premier's guarantee that no jobs would be lost. The same applies to those
people who were employed at Robb Jetty. The Deputy Premier promised that when that
abattoir closed there would be a new, high technology facility to take its place. We are
still waiting for it.
The Premier also said in 1993 - the Minister for Labour Relations should listen closely -
that there would be no political witch-hunt in the Public Service and that true public
servants would have nothing to fear, but much to celebrate. The information that has
come back to the Opposition is that the Court Government has conducted a politically
motivated witch-hunt in the Public Service against people who might have worked for
the Opposition when it was in government. At the same time, this Government has been
in the business of providing jobs for its mates.
Mr Court: Give us an example.
Mr TAYLOR: Brian Easton, Who was the Attorney General's principal private secretary,
was parachuted into a senior position in the Ministry of Justice. Geoff Paddick, the
former Liberal Party secretary - whom I like - was recently appointed to the Attorney
General's ministerial office on a salary of $70 000 per annum. I refer also to people such
as Richard Beck, Nick Blain, Peter Jones and Bill Hassell - I should find out whether Bill
Hassell is in the running for the office of Agent General in London.
Mr Court: Everyone in this state is.
Mr TAYLOR: Therefore, the Premier does not rule out Bill Hassell.
Mr Court: I do not rule out any members of the Labor Party either.
Mr TAYLOR: While Bill Hassell and I do get on - some members may find that
strange - I will find it difficult if he is appointed to that position.
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Mr Kierath: He would be a competent Agent General.
Mr TAYLOR: When the Liberal Party was in opposition it rubbished the then
government on the issue of jobs for the boys, but it is now providing jobs for the boys. It
really is hypocrisy to the nth degree and the Premier knows it.
Mr Court: Are you saying that the Government can appoint only Labor people to
positions?
Mr TAYLOR: Not at all, but the Government should do what it promised to do. It
should do away with this hypocrisy.
Mr Court: We have appointed Labor people to positions and we are not worried about
that.
Mr TAYLOR: When the Government was in opposition it promised that there would be
no jobs for the boys when it was in government, but we are seeing the exact opposite.
This coalition Government said it would reduce the taxation burden imposed on business.
We have seen the results of that today! Without question, those people who can least
afford it will be whacked around the earholes with increases in transport fees and water
charges. Prior to this Government being elected to office the Premier said in January
1993 that if the coalition parties were elected to govern there would be a freezing of land
taxes and water charges for small business pending the recommendations of a
parliamentary inquiry into land taxes and water charges. Where is the inquiry? There is
none. Rather than these taxes and charges being frozen, they have been increased. The
West Australian said that the Western Australian business community was learning to its
cost what the coalition Government meant when it promised before the state election to
ease the tax burden. The Government promised with one hand and has taken away with
the other. The Government also said after its mates lost the federal election that state
payroll tax would be abolished over two terms instead of by October 1993. The Deputy
Premier has well and truly backed away from that promise and it has not been mentioned
recently.
The situation in this state is that business investment in the manufacturing sector has been
slashed by 30 per cent in real terms from its pry-election level. New capital expenditure
by the private manufacturing sector in Western Australia was $788m in 1992 and $554m
in 1993; a decrease of 30 per cent in nominal termis and 31.1 per cent in real terms. The
latest survey of manufacturing intentions indicates that on balance, fewer Western
Australian manufacturing firms expected an improvement in the general business
situation than was the case Australia-wide. The level of manufacturing investment in
Western Australia in the calendar year 1993 was the same in real terms as it was in the
depths of the recession in 1990, undoing two years of very strong growth in the
manufacturing sector - 23 per cent or more in 1991 and 18 per cent in real growth terms
in 1992.
The Premier also promised that the Government would deal with the issue of state debt.
He said that this Government would stop the growth in the debt burden and steadily
reverse it. The outcome is that state debt will increase by $400m this financial year and
that is in direct contradiction to the coalition's pre-election pledge. We can add to the
state debt the cost of the commitments this Government has made about sewerage and the
power station at Collie, which could have been privately owned, operated and built.
Mr Court: Do you want the private sector to pay for sewerage schemes?
*Mr TAYLOR: No. This Government is flush with funds and it is clearly in a position to
deal with these issues from the revenue flows which it has received and can expect over
the next couple of years.
Mr Court: Do you want us to increase the state debt further?
Mr TAYLOR: The Premier should deal with the issue of debt as he promised.
Mr Court: I said that surplus revenue is reducing debt What else can we do?
Mr TAYLOR: Another issue is government accountability. The Premier said that
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members of Parliament and govtmrmencs had to be accountable to the Parliament and to
the public. The Attorney General said char accountability is about providing information
to the Parliament. However, we have witnessed in this Parliament not only the
unprecedented use of the guillotine and the gag to stifle debate, but also the Premier's
statements about a proposal for a sewerage levy. Three or four days before that
announcement the Premier was prepared to make a television advertisement that said
there would be no levy. We have still not received any answers about that matter.
Mr Court: Get the facts right.
Mr TAYLOR: The Premier will not be let off the hook lightly. He will have to prove to
me and this Opposition that he did not mislead the Parliament about that issue. If the
Premier is so confident in saying, "Get the facts right", he should show us the (acts.
Mr Court: I cannot believe how pathetic you are.
Mr TAYLOR: Show us the facts about that issue. The Premier came into this place and
told us he had not made a decision, yet three or four days earlier he had made an
advertisement that said that no levy would be imposed.
Mr Court: Get your facts right.
Mr TAYLOR: The Premier should provide us with the proof. I have asked him to table
those documents, and he has refused.
Mr Court: Table the documents!
Mr TAYLOR: If the Premier has no concern about misleading the House, he should
provide us with the proof.
Mr Court: Table the 10 lines that I said in an advertisement!
Mr TAYLOR: No. The onus is on the Premier to show this House that he made that part
of the advertisement after he had told the Parliament that no decision had been made. It
is as clear and as simple as that. The Premier can sit there and shake his head and say he
cannot believe it and it is pathetic. but the onus of proof is on him. The Premier was the
one who said to former Premiers, such as Premier Lawrence, chat arty member who
misled this House on any issue should resign. We have not been given che answers for
which we are waiting. We have seen Ministers consistently refuse to answer
parliamentary questions. Ministers have responded to opposition questions by saying,
*'The information sought would require considerable research and I am not prepared to
allocate resources for this purpose." That is not good enough. That is not the
accountability that we expected and that the Premier promised before he canme into office.
Those actions mock the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Commercial
Activities of Government and Other Matters - which this Government played a part in
setting up - for restoring Parliament to its pme-eminent place in the democratic process.
This Government promised to reduce the size of the Government Media Office, which
the Premier described when in Opposition as "a huge and sleazy propaganda machine
that operates when it wants to". We have seen an increase in the size of the Government
Media Office, not a reduction. We have seen this Government increase the amount of
funding for media and communications services, including the establishment of a
communications unit, which the Premier tells us has been set up to deal with
communications, polling and strategy. Hon George Cash said in response to an
Opposition question that the role of the unit was to effectively communicate to the people
of Western Australia the policies, practices and services of the Western Australian
Government. That communications unit is overtly political and represents a cynical
misuse of taxpayers' money. Its role is not to assess public opinion before implementing
wide reaching legislation, but simply to tell the people of Western Australia, after
legislation has been rammed through the Parliament, what good legislation it is. We will
keep a very close eye on the budget of the communications unit and on the refurbishment
of the media monitoring unit area on the 17th floor. This Government has done the exact
opposite of what it said when in opposition, and in the years ahead it will pay a high price
for those actions.
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I turn now to the relationship of this Government with Aboriginal people. The coalition
promised in its Aboriginal affairs policy to "encourage Aboriginal men and women to
participate in the mainstream of Western Australian life, as being better than minority
political development", and that it would "oppose political moves to patronise or exploit
Aboriginal people". Instead, we have seen probably the most disgraceful legislation in
regard to Aboriginal land rights that I have ever seen go through this Parliament. That
legislation is clearly an attempt to take away from Aboriginal people in Western
Australia what are their due rights. That legislation contradicts completely what the
coalition said it would do-for the future of Aboriginal people in Western Australia. The
Premier promised in September 1993 that "implementing and monitoring
recommendations from the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody will be
a priority for the State Government". Instead, we have seen the Aboriginal Legal Service
complain that its numerous attempts to get Government authorities to act on the
recommendations of chat royal commission have been largely fruitless. There is no doubt
that this Premier and Government have destroyed the hopes of all Aboriginal people in
Western Australia with their handling of the Mabo issue. The Government has not given
Aboriginal people a fair chance.
The Government has destroyed people's hopes also in regard to law and order. Prior to
the election, the coalition promised to establish a new inner city police headquarters. It
promised also that extra police officers would be assigned immediately to the Langford
district to control Kenwick's crime crisis. No new inner city police headquarters has
been planned, and no extra police officers have been assigned. T'he coalition promised
also to increase police manning levels in the Mandurah region in order to provide an
adequate police presence in the area. However, when the Minister for Police, Bob Wiese,
was asked if he could advise when these officers would be provided, he said, "No". Part
of that increase in manning levels was to be the provision of school-based police officers
at Mandurah and Coodanup Senior High Schools. However, again the Minister's
response was that he could not advise when these officers would be provided because
"T'he allocation of a school-based police officer is the responsibility of the Commissioner
of Police".
Mnother coalition promise was to provide a safer community and a more effective justice
system. However, we have seen the police struggle, with limited resources. We have
seen that there is no chance whatsoever that this Government will deliver on its promise
to provide an additional 800 police officers. We have seen the Minister for Police being
thwarted in his endeavours at a ministerial level to deal with issues inside the Police
Force. We have seen a situation where the Minister's recommendations about the
appointment of a new deputy commissioner of police have been rejected by Cabinet, for
reasons that have not been explained to the public. We have seen both the Police Force
and the Fire Brigade being left to lurch from crisis to crisis because the Minister
responsible is not being given the backing and authority that he should expect from all
Ministers in regard to making appointments to senior positions. While that situation
continues, we will see continuing crises in the Police Force and in the Fire Brigade of
Western Australia.
In regard to the running of this Parliament, the Government gave a commitment last year
that any question on notice asked in this House by I December 1993 would be answered
before the Parliament rose. However, at the time the Parliament rose, 102 questions had
not been answered. We were told that the coalition's first contribution to law and order
would be to restore the integrity of Parliament and government. We have seen the
opposite in regard to the Legislative Council, to the extent that The West Australian
commented on the erosion of the power and authority of Parliament, and particularly on
the lacklustre upper House under this Government. We had a promise that no more
Dorothy Dix questions would be asked in the Parliament. I suppose that was too good to
last, and maybe it was foolish even to consider. It appears that, as with Mark Twain, the
report of the death of dorothy dixers; has been greatly exaggerated.
A commitment was made about the better management of this Parliament when the
Premier foreshadowed a number of improvements in the sitting times which would lead
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to the more efficient passage of legislation through both Houses without disruption.
However, since the delayed resumption of Parliament under this Government we have
seen the unprecedented use of the guillotine and gag, and we have had extraordinarily
late sittings. The House regularly sat into the early hours of the morning on most sitting
days in 1993. Members of the Opposition have regularly been suspended - probably
more often than Chris Lewis - and the Opposition has had to challenge the role of the
Speaker.
Also, we have seen promises not fulfilled on the Commission on Government and on the
recommendations of the Royal Commission into Commercial Activities of Government
and Other Matters. Time and time again this Government has broken promises on a
range of matters, such as the reform of this Parliament; freedom of information; and in
health care. The coalition promised to restructure the wheatbelt hospitals into
multifuinction health centres for the whole range of health care services. Those hospitals
and communities are in revolt regarding that process.
Mr Cowan: That is not right.
Mr TAYLOR: The hospitals at Northampton and Kellerberrin have been downgraded.
Mr Cowan: They are not in revolt.
Mr TAYLOR: The Deputy Premier should pay a visit to Northampton and ask people
what they think. He should do so at Kellerberrin.
Mr Cowan: Do you know when Kellerberrin lost its operating theatre status?
Mr TAYLOR: Regarding operation issues, it happened under this Government.
Mr Cowan: No.
Mr TAYLOR: It was under the Deputy Premier, who stood by and let it happen!
Mr Cowan: The town lost its status after the last doctor left town.
Mr TAYLOR: We have seen a poor record on less dramatic issues. The Government
promised to double the budget for the Bikewest program immediately upon attaining
office. The Premier made the announcement in September that the Government had
honoured its promise by allocating $1.5m to Bikewest However, that was a pea and
thimble trick by the Premier as we discovered that the budget for that program had
actually been reduced.
The Government promised that "no interference would be made with council boundaries,
with protection for municipal and ward boundaries from outside interference and
arbitrary change". It was promised that the "existing requirement that a poll of electors
must be held if requested by the required number of electors before any change could be
made to the external boundaries of local government authorities would be retained".
Again, the outcome was the opposite. It was another promise thrown into the waste
paper basket by the Premier.
The Premier said that he would increase the overall level of public funding for sport and
recreation through the State Budget, the sports instant lottery fund and Healthway funds,
as well as through lobbying the Commonwealth for more funds.
Mr Pendal: You were in a much better frame of mind in my electorate the other day than
you appear to be today.
Mr TAYLOR: I was. The reality was that the Government placed a cap on Healthway
funding, which effectively denies the sport and recreation opportunities people should be
receiving as a result of the Government's windfall revenues.
Across the length and breadth of government in Western Australia we see a range of
promises and commitments which have been ignored; the Government has acted on the
cheap. We have had no apology from the Premier or an acceptance that what he said in
1992 or 1993 may have been wrong. He is hoping that by 1997 people will have
forgotten all these broken promises, and that it will all slip by. When in opposition the
Premier said many things about the then government and about how he would act in
government. All those words have been forgotten. The Premier has not done the right
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thing by the state of Western Australia, and he has got off the hook lightly until now. I
can give the Premier one assurance: He will not get off the hook any more! Day by day
and week by week we will pursue him on these broken promises issues which the
Premier is prepared to ignore. He has allowed the issues I raised today - which were but
a few of many - to be ignored by his Government
Perhaps the most important promise which has not been fulfilled is that of accountability.
Before coming to government the Premier said that he would make a difference. He
promised open and accountable government, but we have had the opposite - that is,
closed and unaccountable government. This Government is not measuring up to the
standards set by the Premier in this place when he was in opposition, and the challenge
for the Premier is to turn this around.
Mr Court: You were part of the most corrupt government that we ever had in this state's
history and you have the nerve to talk about accountability!
Mr TAYLOR: The Premier should not talk to me about corruption! When we start to
dog him on this issue, more than a few members opposite will be ducking. The Premier
should not talk to me about those issues, as he will be held accountable. I will make sure
that day by day and week by week the Premier will not get away with these things easily.
Over the months ahead he will find on this side of the house an Opposition which is
breathing down his neck, and those of all his Ministers. When investment opportunities
in this state are not ignored by the Government, when accountability is not thrown in the
waste paper basket, and when we see the most critical issues dealt with properly, the
Premier will receive a pat on the back from the Opposition.
Mr Court: When are you doing your stint in the Northern Territory?
Mr TAYLOR: I am not. Until then, I do not apologise for my pursuit of the Premier and
his Ministers; that is exactly what will happen.
MR MARSHALL (Murray) [4.29 pm]: I do not know whether to start with the good or
the bad news. The good news is that $54m has been given to my electorate to assist with
the health of the Peel waterways through the Dawesville Channel. The bad news is that I
can get nowhere near that amount of money for the health of the people of my electorate.
The good news is that it appears that the $54m has been well spent on the Dawesville
Channel, and environmentally it appears to be working. The channel was officially
opened on 23 April. It certainly was a historic day for Western Australia. This
engineering feat, a channel to link the Indian Ocean to an estuary, has proven to be a
success. For the record, it is 2.5 kilometres long. 200 metres wide and between 4.5 and
6.5 metres deep. From an environmental aspect, the channel has enabled salt water to
diffuse nodularium algae in the estuary and to keep those wonderful waterways healthy.
The Dawesville Cut appears to have worked.
Mr Brown interjected.
Mr MARSHALL: I did that initially. I said that it was a very good idea but that when it
was finished, whichever party was in power would get the glory. It is a magnificent
project.
Mir Brown: I thought you said that you got $54m for it.
Mr MARSHALL: With the opening of the channel, salt water has moved into both of the
inlets.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Bunbury has been in this place long
enough to know that when a member is on his feet and is speaking, other members do not
go across the Chamber between the member who is speaking and the Chair.
Mr MARSHALL: When the channel was opened it was spectacular to see the salt water
coming in and spreading to the wings of both of the inlets like green dye. Five weeks on,
the locals are saying that they can see the clarity of the water already, so much so that
they can see blue manna crabs climbing in to their drop nets. The fish stocks have been
enlarged with tailor, herring, salmon trout and reef sharks having been seen. The
conditions for boating have also improved. There is easy access to the ocean and
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fishermen can now take advantage of the reefs where lobster are to be found in
abundance. The larger boats are going to the Port Bouvard reef where snapper and
jewfish are easily caught. The Dawesville Channel is now a haven for yachtsmen who,
on their way between Mandurah and Bunbury in stormy weather, can take refuge in the
channel. The marina will enhance tourism potential. People who used to say, "Let us go
to Rotto for the weekend", and take their launch from Fremantle to Rottriest Island will in
the future say, "Let us go to Mandurab and enjoy all that it has to offer." Tourism will
pick up.
Mr Bloffwitch: What about the ones going to Geraldton?
Mr MARSHALL: Boats will need a lot of fuel to get to Geraldton.
The tourism potential will improve with the development of a five star hotel with an 18
hole golf course and other sporting facilities that go with it. Let us not overlook the three
residential developments that will occur. Some say that this area will become the
Sanctuary Cove of Western Australia. The good news is that $54m has been well spent.
The bad news is that Mandurab is in desperate need of a bigger and better hospital. In
1988 a 32 bed hospital was built by the previous government. Some say that it was built
as a vote catching exercise. If that is so, it worked. However, some say that it has been
the greatest disaster of any government planning in the history of health. This 32 bed
hospital - if it can be called that - is too small to be an annex. Some people even call it a
doll's house. This hospital should have been built with vision. It is in Mandurab, which
has a growing population, yet it does not have the amenities that are needed for the
electorate.
Mr Bradshaw: It was a con job by the former government.
Mr MARSHALL: It was a vote catching exercise that did not work. Because the
population in the Peel region is expected to grow to 62 000 by the year 2000. money
should be put aside to help the Mandurab-Murray health services to gear up for that
population increase. The residents in my electorate must be able to feel that the health
services provided are adequate; they must feel safe. We can improve a few areas almost
immediately. The accident and emergency services must be improved at both the
Mandurah and Pinjarra hospitals. There is a need for a resident doctor. At the moment
the doctors work on a roster system. In accidents or emergencies ambulances are called
and sent out to pick up patients who then go to the various clinics that are on roster where
a doctor determines whether those patients can be patched up in the clinics or whether
they should be sent to the Fremantle Hospital. This is not good enough. At the moment
the system is working - just. It is working but we need a professional hospital service.
We need a resident doctor in the accident and emergency sections of both the Mandurah
and Pinjarra hospitals.
Obstetricians must be employed in both hospitals. At the moment the maternity ward is
located at Pinjarra hospital only. Last year 60 per cent of the children born in the Pinjarra
hospital were born to parents living in Mandurab. The writing is on the wall. There is a
substantial growth in population in Mandurafi, yet those people have to go to Pinjarra to
have their babies. The 32 bed hospital has up to date facilities for obstetrics but they
have not been used. Money must be made available to ensure that those facilities are
used in the future.
The Murray District Hospital, which covers the region around Pinjarra, Boddington,
Waroona and Dwellingup, desperately needs a multipurpose ward. This ward could be
used for post-surgical, medical and paediatric treatment. It is essential that an additional
30 bed ward be built alongside the existing 32 bed hospital at Mandurah. More doctors
must be attracted to Mandurali. I do not know the patient-doctor ratio in Mandurab - the
member for Dianella mentioned the figure - but whatever it is. if the ratio is meant to be
one doctor to 5 000 patients, the doctors in Mandurab are working on the basis of one
doctor to 10 000 patients. In other words, the doctors are overworked. There are not
enough doctors in our region to provide the services that are required. To attract doctors
we must have the facilities. I say again that we must enlarge the Mandurab hospital by at
least 30 beds immediately.
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The mental health area is grossly underfunded in the Peel district. Ground staff, clinical
psychologists, mental health workers and social workers work tremendously long hours
and need assistance. The suicide rate, incidentally, is above average in my electorate.
The area attracts a high proportion of disadvantaged people, single parents and people on
social security. They come to Mandurah because it is easier and cheaper to get land and
housing. Homeswest provides a very good system of housing for some other people as
well. The complex problems from which the mental health patients suffer seem to arise
because when they move, they do not have the support of their family or friends. They
need tremendous psychological help to get them through and to solve their problems.
There are not enough professionals available to help. The mental health patients are told
to go to Perth or to Fremantle. One might ask: How do these underprivileged people get
to Perth or to Fremantle if they do not have a car? A major hospital should be
constructed in Mandurah to enable the local people to get the medical, surgical, obstetric
and paediatric services that are required. As well as this, the provision of an outpatients
clinic, and the services of a speech pathologist, a physiotherapist and an occupational
therapist are required. There should be specialist wards for patients suffering from heart,
cancer or neurological diseases. With the age bracket in my electorate it also needs a
rehabilitation unit for patients recovering from a stroke. Fifty-five per cent of the
population of Mandurah is 50 years and over. It is a retirement area where people need
to feel confident of a long life and happy future, so they need the support of the health
services. I have a report from an eminent specialist geriatrician, Dr John McKechnie,
who retired recently after 30 years in the business. The final part of his 10 page report
states -

Based on past experience I wonder how many people will have read this report!
That is what we are up against. How many people want to listen to the health problems
of my electorate? Dr John McKechnie recommends the following -

That the ACAT involvement in the National Dementia Case Strategy be more
clearly defined.
That ACATs' role in hospitals be clearly spelled out for CEOs, Boards. DONs,
and the public be made aware of this.

Later he recommends -

That the Commonwealth appointee to WA should have a clinical background and
not purely management skills.

In another passage he recommends -

That the City of Mandurab should have an active Aged Care Committee such as
exists in Rockingham and Pinjarra, Busselton and Bunbury, etc.

It later states -

That subject to agreement between Commonwealth & State, vacant hospital beds
in the Murray District Hospital should be used as temporary nursing home beds.

It finally states -

That a respite care facility and "half way house" between hospitals and
community be established for care of frail aged, mentally normal persons and
patients discharged from hospital before they are fully able to return to
community living.

The health of the people of my electorate must be looked into and the people of Murray
must be made to feel safe.
That is enough of the bad news. The good news is that our Government is looking into it.
A review board was appointed recently to hold public meetings and accept submissions
on the areas that my residents are concerned about When this is collated and the review
board is able to do its job, the report will go the Minister for Health so that action can be
taken. My belief is that a mere $25mi could solve the problem. It is not out of the reach
of this Government.I
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DR WATSON (Kenwick) [4.43 pm]: I wish to address two or three issues that are
pertinent to the concerns of a number of people in my electorate. First. I draw the
House's attention to the way in which the extension of Roe Highway between Tonkin
Highway and South Street is being constructed. I express tremendous concern on behalf
of the residents of Beckenham about the delays forecast. This follows the formulation of
a new planning agenda of the Government.
The other aspect is that the previous government spent two years in consultation with
hundreds of people in Beckenham and Kenwick. The Roe Highway extension is of 17
kilometres to be constructed in five stages. What has changed is that the Federal
Government now gives the State Government the funds and asks it to make the priorities
for road funding, and whereas we had stated that the five stage construction was of the
highest priority it has now gone down the list. The member for Jandakot is as concerned
because the last two stages of construction will bring the highway into his electorate. He
is concerned that it should be constructed as soon as possible.
I do not want to get into arguments about federal-state funding but I do want to get into
the argument about how the Minister should reopen consultations in Beckenham. A new
factor is that a railway line is also to be constructed. The southern railway extension to
Mandurali will mean that sometime early in the next century, which is not too far away,
there will be a fast train service between Mandurah and Perth, the most direct route for
which is through Kenwick. It could have inside the standard gauge line the passenger
line rail gauge which would be connected to the Armadale-Perth line at Kenwick.
Westrail engineers and Main Roads Department engineers, both within the Minister for
Transport's portfolio, must first of all speak to the Department of Planning and Urban
Development and also to the council. That will happen tomorrow after a meeting that
was called last week by the residents.
The original decision we made was for the highway to be constructed, as I said, in five
stages. Because of my own community interests, I am focusing on the first three stages.
Stage one takes Roe Highway to Welshpool Road, which means it will empty into
William Street. The residents there have had to put up with a residential road, which is
over 2km long, being a de facto highway and a link between Canning Vale and
Welshpool. The traffic has got worse and worse along William Street. It is amazing that
pedestrians have not been killed because of the speed at which people travel, and the
corner at Brixton Street and William Street. The former Labor government Minister and
the present Minister have had many submissions from me about the need for traffic lights
there, certainly in the period of time that traffic from the Roe Highway will come into
William Street and down Albany Highway. I urge any member with an interest in
designing traffic management controls to go to William Street, listen to residents and take
note of the harm done to several houses because of vibration and accidents where cars
and trucks have run off the road. Miraculously there have been no deaths or major
injuries so far, but it is a matter of time before that happens. Because the extensions are
being delayed due to the state Minister changing his priorities, the people in William
Street will now have to put up with increased traffic, speeding traffic, a 2 km straight run,
trucks, cars and buses for perhaps two years longer than they anticipated. In the
meantime, it was discovered through an article in the Sunday Times that a railway line
would run along the freight line which crosses the Albany Highway at Kenwick. The
residents spoke to some Westrail officers not long ago and were alarmed to learn that
preliminary plans had been drawn up. They were even more alarmed that the plans were
drawn up without any consultation between Westrail and the Main Roads Department.
Two options have been devised by Westrail engineers. Still no consultation has occurred
with the Main Roads Department. The favoured option of Westraill is not the favoured
option that the Main Roads Department planned for the development of Albany
Highway.
I return to the consultations on how Roe and Albany highways would intersect. It was
originally planned that Albany Highway would deviate up a street running off Nicholson
Road called Wimbledon Street. There was to be a six lane highway to move traffic
directly north and south between Perth and Armadale. In the 23 years that that route has
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been planned. there has been an increased commitment - rightly so - to conservation of
the environment, particularly to wetlands environment. That became a big consideration
which I supported. It would not be appropriate in the 1990s to run a six lane highway
along the Canning River and through some very fragile and precious wetlands. Five
action groups were formed, one around environmental issues. However, when it boiled
down, the interests of some of them could be merged. In the end, we were left with three
action groups: One focused on the environment, another mainly on a ratepayers'
association and another on the residential amenity of Beckenham and Kenwick. Those
latter people have done much work and have found that Westrail's plans are as advanced
as they are.
There has been no formal meeting, no planning and no consultation, not just with the
community but between Westrail, the Main Roads Department and the Department of
Planning and Urban Development. That meeting will be held tomorrow with council.
The favoured option of the Main Roads Department and a compromise for all the action
groups was option 2A, which provided that Albany Highway would be relocated
alongside the Perth-Armadale railway line for a distance of about 1km and that Roe
Highway would come onto Wimbledon Street on a bridge connection. The people who
benefited from that in every way were a small group of business people who made their
points of view about small business and employment. Their arguments were well
articulated and they would have benefited from option 2A. The thing that has got up all
our noses is that many of them have moved from the area and sold in anticipation.
Last week, after speaking to representatives of the action group, I made a statement to the
local newspaper which should have been published today if the paper was going to take it
up. As well, I sent a copy to the Minister asking him to give serious and urgent
consideration to reopening consultation with the people affected to establish how they
would best benefit from the plan to widen Albany Highway and build a railway line. It is
not a matter of merely building a railway line down the middle of a freeway, it is not in a
greenfields area. It is in a built up area where people will suffer from increased noise and
vibration - not just the noise of the highway but the noise of both a freight line and a
passenger line railway. Already everybody in my electorate is affected by the noise of
aeroplanes. It is a huge issue and causes a number of concerns for people. In a way, this
could be a blessing in disguise because it will force the Government to look again not
only at how the railway line can best be routed but also at whether option 2A is the
appropriate option. The further we have got away from that decision made in 1991, the
more I have come to acknowledge that it is not the best option. Neither Westrail nor the
residents see it as being the best option. As I have said, people have made a very
gracious compromise about it. The Government must revisit chat decision.
I trust that the Minister will take the opportunity to develop new plans for Roe Highway.
It need not delay construction because stage 3, which would link up Welshpool Road and
Albany Highway, could be proceeded with. If that occurred, when stage 2 is built the
three stages would be opened together. In the end, the ugliness and the noise of the
railway line will cause so much stress that people may be forced to move from the area.
Many predict that the area will become industrial rather than residential. People expect
to be consulted; they expect to be informed about tentative plans that the Government
might have for them. They expect to be involved in decision making, and so they should
be.
Another area of tremendous concern in part of my electorate relates to what occurred
recently after a sewerage extension was dug. This afternoon I outlined briefly the
problem to the Minister for Water Resources. The matter should be brought to the
attention of all members. In late February this year, two constituents approached me
within a week of each other stating that their houses, which had Homeswest mortgages,
had long cracks in the walls, ceilings, and around the window frames, and for some
unknown reason the cracks had widened enormously. One person took photographs,
dating them on different occasions, thus providing a good record. I inspected her house.
and supported her decision that two of the bedrooms should not be used. The other house
was in an even worse condition. Two weeks ago the woman contacted me as the cracks
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had opened even wider, and three hours after the telephone call she phoned again stating
that the ceiling in the fromt porch had fallen in and brought with it the insulation and
electric cables. Homeswesc should be complimented for providing her with
accommodation that day. 1-omeswest also undertook to find the other family a house,
Both chose houses should be condemned and not repaired. I have never seen houses fall
into such disrepair. Last week, while I was daorknocking in the area, one woman stated
chat the house had recently suffered cracks in die wall and she thought that another house
had as well.
A meeting of interested persons was held and I met them last Saturday morning. The
owners of 12 houses attended the meeting, each not realising that so many others had
been affected. Local doorknocking was conducted and it was found that a total of 21
houses had been affected. When what had happened in the neighbourhood was
discussed, it transpired that a sewerage extension had been built along Ilcombe Street in
Kenwick. It had been built not by the Water Authority but by contractors to a private
housing development on vacant land. Nobody is complaining about the development, but
people are terribly concerned about the impact this sewerage extension has had on houses
within a block either way. Some people took photographs and. following my advice,
now they al have.
I have asked die Minister to ensure chat an independent engineering assessment is
conducted into these problems, and that these houses be restored to their formner stability
and security. If that cannot be done, then compensatory measures must be taken. All
householders within a block of this sewerage line extension attribute the cracking of their
houses to the work which started in March. That cracking worsened by May due to
compaction of the land on which the houses have been built. Very serious problems
exist. The houses are approximately 20 years old and appear to be perfectly well
constructed, most of them being war service houses. Many people have moved into their
houses only over the past six or seven years. In Erich Street. Kenwick, two people have
recently moved into their houses, which were intact in February, but by the time
settlement was obtained and the previous owners moved out and they moved in. the
houses were damaged. One can imagine the distress that would cause. I shall be giving
the Minister a full report on the damage to these residences by land work. The results
resemble die damage caused by an earthquake. but rectification must be made. One
house is tenanted and the owner has a very good record of agent's inspections, where it
has been noted that the cracking started in February 1994. Perfectly clear inspections had
been observed until that time.
I wish to make another two points. One is about the tremendous joy and hope that we all
feel after the elections in South Africa. For years many in this House, especially on this
side of the House, have been active in the anti-apartheid movement. We have belonged
to organisations such as die Campaign Against Racial Exploitation and others. Some of
us have protested against cricketers and rugby teams, supported sanctions, and raised
those issues in this House. I had the very great honour to meet comrade Mandela three
weeks after he had been released from his prison on Robben Island. A number of us
were delegates of a Commonwealth Parliamentary Association party to Zimbabwe where
President Mugabe gave a dinner in honour of Mr Mandela, Walter Sisulu and eight other
men who spent time at Robben Island. President Mandela is a charismatic leader and
continues to impress us, not only with his charisma but also with the statesmanlike way
in which he has remained so unembittered and so totally committed to the goal of
reducing the oppression and racism that has characterised South Africa, perhaps for 300
years. That apartheid was institutionalised racism that had legislative support after the
Second World War in South Africa. In Palestine we see also tremendous expressions of
hope for the future. If that kind of political goodwill can result in the moves that have
been made in South Africa and in Palestine it should not be beyond us to give support
and hope in every way we can to the peoples of Cambodia, Rwanda, Somalia, and
wherever there is trouble, and wherever there are ethnocentric governments and regimes
that practise the awful oppression and genocide that continues to be practised all around
the world.
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Amendment to Motion
Dr WATSON: I move -

That the following Words be added to the motion -

but the House regrets to inform His Excellency that the Minister for
Energy has made an implied criticism of the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia by appointing an external inquiry into last week's
power failure and calls upon the Government to accept its responsibility
for ensuring that SECWA provides reliable power to the families and
businesses of Western Australia. The House also regrets to inform His
Excellency that this Government seems determined to rundown public
infrastructure not just within SECWA but generally throughout the state
and calls on the Government to ensure public infrastructure is properly
maintained so that services can be reliably provided.

MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [5.12 pm]: The Government was elected almost 18
months ago on a slogan of more jobs and better management. Throughout the election
campaign and for some months afterwards the Government repeated that it would
provide the state with more jobs and better management. In the area of responsibility of
the Minister for Energy the exact apposite has been the result. The Minister for Energy
has presided over an area of responsibility in government which now has significantly
fewer jobs and much worse management. In my view he has sought to avoid the proper
and effective responsibility that he should assume, by appointing a committee of inquiry
which has, by implication, sheeted home responsibility for chat mismanagement to the
State Energy Commission of Western Australia. The Minister for Energy has presided
over fewer jobs and worse management in his area of responsibility for the State Energy
Commission.
Let us first consider the question of jobs. In the 1993-94 financial year the State Energy
Commission has set itself a target - which it is expected to achieve - of reducing its work
force by 500 people. It is well known throughout the community that the Government,
despite its policy of providing more jobs, has reduced the number of jobs. The areas best
known and most often quoted are the Midland Workshops and Robb Jetty, hut in other
institutions which continue to operate it is not necessarily known that jobs are
disappearing in large numbers. When an organisation continues to function it is not as
noticeable when jobs are lost. The target for the SEC to reduce its work force by 500
people in the financial year 1993-94 is not necessarily a bad thing, if it produces more
efficient delivery of service and lower prices, enables the cost inputs to industry to be
lower and. therefore. creates more employment in other areas. However. I will
demonstrate that has not proven to be the case in this instance. As a consequence of
those job losses, we have seen the corollary of fewer jobs - that is, worse management.
Not only are fewer jobs being provided directly in the State Energy Commission through
the overall wastage of positions which has occurred in this financial year. but also the
SEC has a grim prognosis. As we all know, the SEC will be split into two utilities and a
review of its functions is being undertaken. We have called into question the regulatory
functions and the operation of the gas standards laboratory, which are very important
functions undertaken by the State Energy Commission. One of those marginal areas of
the SEC is the engineering supplies branch with its workshops at Kewdale. Those
workshops have several hundred employees, including 56 apprentices, and they are
profitable. The employees at the Kewdale workshops have been told to prepare the
workshops for sale. People in the State Energy Commission have been told to prepare
the organisation for sale because it is not central to the new electricity council's
operations, it is profitable and, therefore, it is a part of the SEC to be disposed of
altogether from the public sector. This is where the sort of error is made which led to the
disaster during the storms last week when the SEC did not have the staff or resources to
cope with the situation. Let us consider the track record of the Government in this area.
While this Minister has been responsible for the State Energy Commission, in the last
couple of months two major power failures have occurred.
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Mr C.J. Barnett: Did I personally cause both of them?
Mr THOMAS: I do not say that the Minister caused them, but he was responsible for
that service area.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Were there no storms when Labor was in power?
Mr THOMAS: I am not suggesting that the Labor government was responsible for the
better weather during the decade it was in power, but had such bad weather occurred it
would have been better prepared to handle the situation than this Government has been.
The Minister for Energy has sought to manfully - as he puts it - accept responsibility in a
notional sense for the power failures last week. However, he has very deftly deflected
the criticism to the State Energy Commission and its employees by appointing an
external inquiry, rather than accepting the responsibility - which I believe he should do -
and then going to the people he employs and telling them to get their act together. This is
by implication a vote of no confidence in the organisation and its capability to run itself.
I do not believe it is warranted. I believe the skills and expertise reside within the State
Energy Commission, if it is given the resources to undertake the responsibility with
which it is entrusted. It has not been given those resources and, hence, that work has not
been done. The Minister should require the commission to marshal its resources and
deliver the services it is appointed to provide to the community. If the commission
cannot do it, other people should be appointed to do the job. However, it should not be
necessary to have a commission, the Minister and another body altogether to second
guess the commission. This is the way in which this Minister has undertaken his
responsibilities. Some months ago when we were debating the fact that the Government
was commissioning a new power station involving over $5O0rn for the construction of a
300 MW power station without going to tender, the Minister said he was confident that it
was a correct decision to spend $500m of taxpayers' money because a report that has
been commissioned advised that the quote by the contractors who were awarded the work
was within a ball park figure provided by that consultant. When we sought more detail
the Minister stated he had not read the report. To the best of my knowledge. he still has
not read it. The Minister considered he should commission people to do the work, and he
would remain distant and not get involved to the extent of reading the document. He
sought to set up other people to make the decision. He would accept advice without
reading the documents or taking practical responsibility for this matter.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Which report are you talking about?
Mr THOMAS: The one commissioned by the Minister giving advice on ball park figures
for the 300 MW power station - the one the Minister did not read but acted upon.
On this occasion, we have a pattern of behaviour which is similar to that, in some
respects. On that occasion, you will recall, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Johnson), that the
Minister was acting on advice; he was confident that the decision he made was right
because the report he had not seen said that he was right. I find it bizarre that the
Minister responsible for the commitment of more than $500mi of taxpayers' money was
prepared to say it was the right decision on the basis of advice, without going to tender,
and without seeing the document. On this occasion it is completely different.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you say that it should have gone out to tender?
Mr THOMAS: Yes. I have said that many times in the past.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Then you would not have had a power station. You are so naive.
Mr THOMAS: We are not talking about what the Minister has done with $500m of
taxpayers' money. We are talking about the fact that for a substantial part of last week
the citizens of Western Australia and the south west interconnected grid have not had a
reliable power supply. This is the second time in several months that that has been the
case. It is the second time in several months that the rivers of this city have been polluted
by sewage because power has not been provided. The Minister has appointed a person to
review the State Energy Commission procedures for tackling this sort of situation. Today
we found that on the surface the appointment seems to be somewhat bizarre. The
Minister has appointed a retired army officer to review the procedures of the SEC when
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handling emergencies. When we learnt the identity of the person concerned we sought
further details. We discovered he was the Western Australian chairman of a right wing
think tank. Right wing think tanks have every right to exist and people have a right to be
members of them, be they retired army officers or anyone else. However, given the
political persuasion of the current Government it seems to us that the appointment may
have been influenced by this person's politics. Today the Minister said that not only is
the appointee the state chairman of a right wing think tank - the Council for National
Interest, an organisation which seeks to publicist views critical of the role of
international treaties of the United Nations and other organisations in Australia - but also
he has a science degree and some other qualifications. This person may well be qualified
to undertake the job, but when I asked the Minister during question time today what
selection process was used to appoint Major General Taylor, the Minister did not answer.
He read parts of Maj-Gen Taylor's curriculum vitae.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I thought the answer showed that he had impeccable qualifications and
experience. You did not have much support on that side. People sank into the opposition
benches when I read out the curriculum vitae.
Mr THOMAS: The gentleman has a Bachelor of Science degree and some qualifications
in management, and he could be described as the very model of a modem major general.
Maybe other people in the community are also very well qualified to advise the Minister
on the adequacy of the SEC's procedures when dealing with the abnormal circumstances
that occurred last week. I have not heard, and I still want to know, what selection process
was used to appoint Mai-Gen Taylor. Did the Minister look up Who's Who? Did he look
up the record of the Council for National Interest? Did he ask for advice from the SEC,
or did he put it out to tender? Were any other potential candidates considered? The
Government's view is that Maj-Gen Taylor is eminently suitable for the job - because his
CV was read. and it was impressive - but other people in the community have impressive
CVs. Were any other potential candidates considered for the job? My third question -
which the Minister has a responsibility to answer - was whether any other electricity
supply utilities, or the Electricity Supply Association of Australia, were consulted to
suggest possible candidates to run the inquiry. One presumes that the Minister would
have sought advice from the SEC regarding who might be a suitably qualified person to
offer advice regarding the task set for such a consultant. On the other hand, the Minister
may find that given that the SEC is the organisation being investigated it may be useful to
have an opinion from another body expert and experienced in that field, and presumably
expert and experienced in responding to abnormal circumstances.
Mr CJ. Barnctt: Do you suggest that Maj-Gen Taylor is not expert in handling
emergency situations?
Mr THOMAS: I do not know what Maj-Gen Taylor is expert in. The Minister says that
the appointee has a science degree, is a retired major general, and has had a
communications function for the South-East Asia Treaty Organisation in Bangkok. That
does not necessarily mean that he is expert in responding to emergencies or drawing up
contingency plans -

Mr C.J. Barnett: He has not been asked to do that.
Mr THOMAS: - or to assess other people's contingency plans.
Mr C.i. Barnett: He has not been asked to do that either. You should do your homework
before you speak.
Mr THOMAS: I would like to know what he has been asked to do. Perhaps when
answering the other questions the Minister will provide a copy of the consultant's brief so
that we can be aware of precisely the task that has been set.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I will give you the terms of reference.
Mr THOMAS: Perhaps we have seen this information summarised in the newspapers.
but we have seen no explicit documents.
Mr CTJ Barnett: There is no secret about it.
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Mr THOMAS: I would also be happy to see the terms of his remuneration, if that is
possible. I would also like to receive answers to my questions asked today. The State
Energy Commission has a very limited life. Within six or seven months it will cease to
exist, and we will have separate electricity supply and gas supply businesses in Western
Australia. The attitude of this Government in the restructuring of the energy supply
utility has been to prune very severely. The policy of the Government has been, where
possible, to reduce the work force to such an extent that officers have not been available
in the right classifications to respond to the two events this year that have led to severe
power failures. The most recent and most serious was last week with blackouts over
extended periods, for days on end. In preparing for the split up of the State Energy
Commission, presumably with the concurrence of the energy implementation group
which is overseeing the break-up, SECWA has indicated that major facilities such as the
engineering and supply branch, which supplies expertise in the power distribution
division - which is largely responsible for responding to emergencies - is losing a major
part of its engineering capability. No doubt the Minister will say that can be provided on
contract by other people with engineering expertise in the community. The point is that
organisations like the power supply division must be able to respond out of hours, as we
discovered last week and a month or two ago on Mnother occasion, and be able to marshal
those resources at their beck and call during an emergency, not at the beck and call of
organisations motivated by other considerations or, perhaps, the requirements of other
clients. The events we have seen during the past week should suggest to the
Government, to the energy implementation group, and to the State Energy Commission
as it sets up the new electricity supply company, that they must review very seriously the
policy for winding down the work force of the State Energy Commission, and evidently
the organisations which are to succeed it
MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [5.32 pm]: I support this amendment which, in part.
informs us that the Minister for Energy has made an implied criticism of the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia by appointing an external inquiry into last week's
power failure. The amendment then goes on to call on thre Government to accept
responsibility. That is very much what has happened in this case. I congratulate the
Minister for Energy because, from a narrow political point of view, he has handled this
issue very well. He has managed to shift the blame away from the Government and onto
SECWA. That is part of politics.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Didn't you see me say on television that I accepted responsibility? Do
you want me to get the videotape so you can say you have nabbed your man?
Mr KOBELKE: I welcome the interjection from the Minister. I congratulate him
because he has been somewhat skilful in shifting the heat off the Government and putting
it onto SEC WA. His little ploy to set up an inquiry was an important part of that. The
people in metropolitan Perth who have suffered through the lack of power supply - some
for five or six days - will not buy that. They hold this Government responsible, and they
expect this Governiment to finally get its act together and show some competence instead
of continuing the occurrences which we find time after time reflecting on this
Government as being basically incompetent.
I will relate one case known to me of a couple who live in Nollamara, not far from where
I live and from where my electorate office is situated. 1 had a call from the lady of this
household on Saturday morning indicating they were still waiting to get their power on.
It was causing them considerable distress and putting them in a difficult situation. They
had lost power at 7.00 pmn on Monday, 23 May; it was Saturday morning and they still
had not had their power restored. From Monday through to Thursday they had live wires
in their front yard that had not been fixed. They had done what was required of them by
SECWA in having trees in their front yard trimmed and electrical connections at the
house fixed, but SEC WA had not been able to restore their power. On Saturday morning
I tried to assist them by making calls myself. I tried four times before I finally got
through to SEC WA. On Saturday, five days after the storm in which the damage was
done, it still took me four telephone calls to get through. I was then put on hold for
20 minutes. Knowing the competence of this Government I timed it. Fortunately the

531



people had their power restored at about one o'clock that afternoon. This is a house a
couple of streets from where I live in Nollamara. I do not know how many more
hundreds of people were in the same situation when the Minister and SECWA were
saying chat it had all been fixed except for a few houses on the fringe in the hills. This
was one case not in the hills area on the fringe, but in the centre of Nollamara, and on
Saturday morning these people were still without electric power. That is totally
unacceptable.
I make it clear that I do not reflect in any way on the teams of SEC WA workers who are
doing this repair work. I am informed that some of them were working for up to 18 hours
at a stretch. Doing that sort of work when it is cold and there are dangers from wind and
live powerlines certainly makes a huge demand on those workers. From all the reports I
have had. they have done an outstanding job. But they do not have the support of a
competent government; that is the point the Opposition wishes to make with this
amendment. The crews from SEC WA - obviously fitting in with the excellent efforts of
the State Emergency Service and a whole range of emergency workers due to the severity
of that storm of yesterday week ago - are to be praised for their fine efforts and the way
they went about their job.
Mr C.J. Barnett: They were.
Mr KOBELKE: They needed to be praised. and they were. It was reported in news
coverage as the worst storm since cyclone Alby. I can recall that; it is perhaps nearly
20 years ago and the memory of the details is perhaps a bit dim, but I can remember
extensive damage and suffering power loss in the suburbs, but it certainly was not for
five days - nowhere near it. Perhaps the Minister might like to compare the records on
how long it took to restore power after cyclone Alby with how long it took this time. The
damage was as extensive then as it was this time. At that stage SECWA had staff and
resources to be able Co respond much quicker to restoring power to the homes of Perth.
In this case we have a government set on cutting back the public sector work force and
which has introduced major reductions in the work force at SECWA. Members opposite
might say that the last government did that. That is true. The last government pruned
SEC WA and other government agencies to gain efficiency, but it did so bearing in mind
the need to maintain the total efficiency of the organisation with a guarantee that we
could maintain electricity supplies. This Government has gone overboard. It has set
about cutting staff even further, driven by a narrow ideological view of management. We
saw the results of this Government's management over the past week when SECWA was
unable to restore power to many thousands of homes within a reasonable time. We had
to wait for up to five days. in this case and others, before power was restored. The
Minister for Energy, as an opposition member, in debates in this place on numerous
occasions raised the need for a decision to be made on power generation in this state or
we would suffer brownouts. I can remember on a number of occasions the then member
for Cottesloc saying that the Labor government had a responsibility to the people of this
state to ensure a supply of electricity so we would not suffer brownouts. He predicted
that if action was not taken we would be suffering brownouts. What do we find when
these people come into government? We find not brownouts but total blackouts.
Mr CJJ. Barnett: We brought the wind. The power of the coalition is so strong we could
bring on the wind just to expose the lack of maintenance in the 10 years of Labor.
Mr KOBELKE: The Minister may be waking great claims about his Government
somewhat facetiously and which no-one will believe. Similarly, no-one will believe the
Government's claims about more jobs and better management That is just as sick a joke.
The people of Perth know that this Government knows nothing about better management
because they were left in the dark by its incompetence. It simply wants to cut the work
force to save a few dollars. but does not understand the implications of that action.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you know what numbers the line crews were cut by?
Mr KOBELKE: I am sure the Minister has all the figures he needs to make his speech.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I haven't.
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Mr KOBELKE: I hope he gets all the figures. because then he will be able to put
forward assertions which will stand up. Clearly we experienced the results felt by many
hundreds of thousands of Perth homes; that is, they were without power due to a storm
and this Government was not in a position to quickly reconnect that power. Therefore,
there were unduly lengthy delays which were a burden, and frustrating to many Perth
families. Nonetheless, as I said, I commend the Minister for his political handling of the
situation. As the previous speaker indicated, the Minister moved to shift the heat off the
Government which must carry the responsibility. H-e said that the Government accepted
responsibility, but that it would investigate the State Energy Commission of Western
Australia to find out where it went wrong. He did not say that the Government should
have taken action; he was simply trying to find some way of taking off the heat while the
issue was current.
A report will come out in a few months when the sting has gone out of the issue and the
Government will forget about it. The Government may question the position I am
putting forward. However, I can support my contention by naming the person put in
charge of the inquiry - Maj-Gen Taytor. I do not suggest he is not adequately suited to
undertake such an inquiry;,. I accept the advice given by the Minister for Energy that he is
suitably qualified. However, the Minister was not interested in his qualifications
regarding emergency management and electricity supply. H-e was interested in his
political colours. The Minister does not want this inquiry to show that Government
cutbacks and incompetence caused the problem. He wants someone to give the right
political line. He did not hunt around to find an independent person; he found someone
he could sell as competent who could run the Government's political line.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I can understand your accusing me of political bias, even though it is
not tru~e. However, are you accusing Maj-Gen Taylor of not being objective and
responsible in the task? Are you accusing him of displaying a political bias? I want to
understand what you are saying. You can accuse me of what you wish, but if you are to
accuse Maj-Gen Taylor, do it right now; if you have any guts do it outside.
Mr KOBELKE: I will take up the challenge. I am referring to a person who is a member
of the Council for National Interest - clearly a right wing think tank, which peddles the
line this Government likes to take. The Government had to find a person of its political
persuasion to undertake such an inquiry. Its one purpose is to shift the heat off the
Government. Although this person may make an adequate inquiry into SECWA and
recommend what can be done to improve its response rates, he will know that if he gets
to one of the main causes - this Government - it will be out of bounds, and he will be
amenable to looking after the Government.
Again [ commend the Minister for his admoit political manoeuvring to take the heat off
the Government. However, there is a far more fundamental issue involved; that is, we
must have security of power supplies in Western Australia. This Minister made much of
that when in opposition, but he cannot deliver while in government. We know that we
carry a generating capacity well in excess of peak demand so that we can guarantee
security of supply. However, we have no such commitment from this Government about
the management infrastructure which will guarantee that electricity supply. It has a 'Cut"
mentality - cut employment simply to save money. The Government does not worry
about security of supply or about being able to restore electricity supplies to the homes of
Perth when there is an emergency; it wants to cut the numbers so that some dollars can be
saved. That is reflected by this Government across a range of agencies and is taken up in
the latter part of this amendment.
If we cannot guarantee that electricity supply we will experience the consequences we
did in the past week. We will witness the businesses that cannot operate and their loss of
production and income, and the loss of income to their employees. That is the result of
this Government not being able to manage that emergency situation more efficiently.
Rather than businesses not being able to operate for a few hours, they suffered for a day
or two. That impacts directly on the economy of this Stare; something this Government
speaks long and loud about, but shows no substance when it comes to delivering because
it cannot deliver on power supply. Security of that power supply is fundamental to the
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families of this city. Lack of power causes great disruption to ordinary people's lives,
including many elderly and sick people's lives. They experience economic loss through
having to buy more food to replace the food that deteriorated as a result of fridges and
freezers not working.
This Government is about cutting selected government agencies and shifting the cost to
the ordinary citizens and workers of this state. It is all right for them to carry the cost, as
long as this Government can cut back in selected areas. As I said earlier, we in
government were responsible for well planned cuts in government agencies. We did not
always get it right, but we did not make the stuff-up of this Government; that is, the
inability to guarantee the rapid restoration of power in an emergency.
The point I am making is that the whole cost cutting exercise of this Government is a
very narrow accounting procedure. It takes little or no account of the influence its
decision will have on the mainstream of our community. Electricity is fundamental to
the functioning of our society. All this Government considers is the cutting of costs here
and there. The Budget is brought down, the consequences are not taken into account, and
other people pay the price. When government agencies are cut back the costs are shifted.
In this case the cost has been shifted to the ordinary people. In other cases the costs may
be shifted to the Commonwealth Government. When this Government gets rid of people
and their redundancy runs out, some of them will receive the unemployment benefit.
Therefore, the Commonwealth picks up the cost and fewer people are in employment.
However, that is not what this Government is worried about: it simply wants to save
money in selected budgets.
Mr CT) Barnett: Who has been sacked from SEC WA?
Mr KOBELKE: I am referring to other instrumentalities such as Westrail, the Midland
Workshops, the Robb Jetty abattoirs, etc. The Government has undergone a narrow Cost
cuffing exercise in a range of areas and has not taken account of how that can shift the
cost onto ordinary citizens, other Government departments or the Commonwealth
Government through increased unemployment.
Another factor here is the inability of this Government to understand anything about
management of staff. When it comes to cutting, it places impositions on government
departments which set about meeting its objectives. Their cuts are often not monitored
by this Government and, therefore, it cannot judge the effectiveness of each government
agency when the cuts take place. We find that the SECWA work force does not have the
reserves to meet a major emergency such as recently occurred. I am not suggesting that
SECWA should carry a large number of staff who are grossly underemployed just to
meet an emergency. However, proper management would enable SECWA to ensure it
has staff to meet such emergencies. It may be appropriate to examine the use of
contracting such emergencies. The Government may do that in this case. The fact is that
it had not. It cut the work force within SEC WA without putting in place any alternative
to meet such emergencies. The Government has not looked at dealing with the
management of SEC WA to ensure that they maintain the ability to deal with these sorts
of emergencies. The Government has simply been setting out to save money, and not
looking at the effects that would have. We have seen that in a range of areas.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Which government - Liberal or Labor - do you think has cut most
workers from SECWA, to use your terms?
Mr KOBELKE:- Cuts were made for efficiencies and under the last government that was
fed into major reductions in the cost of electricity in order to promote industry and
employment, and to create more jobs. That is not what we see from this Government.
This Government has had a minimal reduction - I do not know the figures today - below
what the last government achieved in real power costs. This Government was not able to
keep up with the rate of reduction in electricity tariffs that was set by the previous
government. It has reduced the work force further to a point where it cannot guarantee
supply. The former government may have cut the work force more, but it could still
guarantee restoration of supply.
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Mr C.J. Barnett: You just said it: The Labor Party cut the work force of SECWA more.
Mr KOBELKE: I did not. I said it may have.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You did it more than we ever have.
Mr KOBELKE: I do not have the figures. The end result is that previously this state's
power supply was more reliable than it is under the present Government. That is the
bottom line. This Government is not competent; it simply looks after its few friends and
does not know how to manage the system for the benefit of the people of this state. That
is a fact which comes home to this Government time and again. In two major incidents
within a few weeks SECWA was not able to respond. Its maintenance was not up to
scratch; it was not able to restore power within the minimum time. The incidents led to
major amounts of sewage flowing into our river. This Government stands condemned for
its inability to cope with those situations.
MRS HALLAHAN (Annadale - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.51 pm]: It is
with great regret that the Opposition sees the need to move an amendment to the
Address-in-Reply on this subject because this matter reflects a great deal of hardship and
suffering by many people. As the member for Nollamnara rightly pointed out, it was the
poor management by the present Government which resulted in the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia's inadequate response to a crisis in this community.
The Minister does not want to wear any blame for this matter. He is not known for his
humble assessment of matters or for taking on board anything for which he may be
responsible. so we were not expecting a sensitive response from him. However, the
ability of SECWA to respond following the winter storm last week was far from what
was required by the community.
The community is understanding of natural events and when there is a storm and power
lines go down, or whatever the technical reason for the interruption of power supply to
their homes, they are reasonably tolerant. However, when there is prolonged disruption
to the power supply, it becomes a real problem. The Minister for Energy, the Minister
responsible in this area, does not seem to have had any contact with people who have
suffered severely in this matter. The Minister should be aware that many families ensure
that their budgets meet their needs by shopping for specials. My office was inundated by
people who were concerned that they were not able to maintain perishable goods without
an ongoing supply of power. I am told that people started cooking food as soon as the
power came on because they were worried about bacteria. That applied particularly to
people who had gone fishing and had frozen their catch firsdly, to be able to enjoy the
fish, and secondly, in some cases, to stretch their budgets further. All their advance
planning was destroyed by the long time that it took SECWA to respond in certain areas
to last week's events.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: Your point is accepted, but I could do without your patronising.
Mrs HALLAHAN: J am sure the Minister could.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Just as you took many calls, my office and my wife and I took hundreds
of calls, right through the night, as I think did every member of this Parliament. Your
point is valid, but I can do without patronising.
Mrs H-ALLAHAN: I see. The Minister is complaining only about that; he is not
concerned about the people who suffered hardship and direct financial loss. We should
worry about the Minister feeling patronised! That indicates the problem we are dealing
with on this issue. The Government has no capacity to respond in a responsible way to
the needs of this community in a way that this community has come to expect The
Minister resents patronising. I did not realise I was being particularly patronising, but
now I can see that the Minister had to have these hardships brought to his attention. It
obviously has struck a chord that he did not very much enjoy. At least that is of some
credit to him.
I refer members to another case in my electorate. Various areas in my electorate were
affected differently by the storms. Some of them re..eived building damage and loss of
fences. That expensive damage falls much morn heavily on people on lower incomes and



on the unemployed and pensioners. The community in the south of my electorate is
diverse, with farming areas. Dairy farms in particular were markedly hit.
Mr Omodei: How?
Mrs HALLAHAN: How? What is the member the Minister for?
Mr Omodei: Local Government and Water Resources.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Minister for Local Government and Water Resources interrupts
my speech in the most ignorant way possible and asks, "How?" Do I understand from
him that he does not believe what I am going to say? Or does he want to hear what I
have to say? I was about to explain the matter, and there had been no hesitation in my
speech at that point. I do not appreciate his interruption.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Tell us about the dairy farmers.
Mrs 1-ALLAHAN: I will tell members about one dairy farmer who had approximately
175 cows to be milked. They missed the first and second milking because the power was
off. Members of the family involved were concerned about the condition of their beasts.
They are now saying that they appreciated all the help they received, but the power was
off for a period which, understandably from their point of view, was far too long. It had
been restored to other properties within a kilometre away. People understood the reasons
for the disruption to the power and many of them understood that it could not be
reconnected all at once. However, they did not understand or appreciate their not having
some indication of when the power would be restored.
Mr CIJ. Bamnett: That is exactly my point and exactly why I appointed an inquiry. You
hit it on the head: thank you. That is the whole reason for the inquiry. The terms of
reference indicate that that is what it is all about, so I hope you support the Government
inquiry.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Opposition has said that an inquiry is warranted. However, we
want to know whom the Government asked about appointing someone to head this
inquiry. Did it consult public utilities in other states? From where has this golden haired,
modem major general come, except from a right wing think tank? Let us see the calibre
of his work. Will the Minister make public his report?
Mr C.J. Barnett: Absolutely I will table it here.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Minister says he will table the report in Parliament. We will
wait and see because the Ministers of this Government have a poor record in tabling
reports.
The situation with this dairy farmer was complicated. Not only did he have 175 valuable
beasts not being milked, therefore risking developing mastitis, but also one of the animals
actually developed mastitis and was most unwell after the milking regime commenced.
The other animals came through the power failure fairly well. Until their power was
restored, and in the absence of any knowledge of when it would be restored, they were
anxious and, understandably, very worried. They had a problem with not only the
milking machines, but also the pumps which pumped water to the homestead and
dwellings occupied by their workers. Therefore, their entire property was without power
and water throughout the duration of the power cut.

Sitting suspended from 6.001 7o 30 pm
Mrs HALLAHAN: Before the dinner suspension there were a series of interjections from
members opposite which indicated to me that the Government did not realise the
seriousness of the impact of last week's prolonged power blackout on many Western
Australians. During the dinner suspension I took the opportunity to telephone a person
who I was told over the weekend had been without power for a number of days. My call
confirmed that this family was without power from Monday until Friday morning. The
person to whom I refer is very confident and contacted the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia, but did not continue to telephone SEC WA because he did not want to
be a nuisance at a lime of crisis. On his initial contact with SEC WA he was advised that
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there were three priorities: Firstly, live wires; secondly, large areas which were affected;
and, thirdly, individual homes. This person decided he would have to wait his turn, but
by Thursday morning his patience was running out; he considered that he and his family
had been a very long time without power and he decided to phone SEC'WA again. He
was told that SECWA's computer showed that his house had been reconnected. This
person is very civic minded and he plays a significant role in the community in a number
of areas, including Rotary. His power was eventually connected by 6.00 am Friday. Thie
case in point is the inability of SECWA to provide adequate information and to do the job
it is required to undertake.
We have a Minister in this House tonight who still refuses to accept thac this Government
has had a role in reducing the level of services in this state. However, the Opposition has
repeatedly pointed out the significant number of portfolio areas which have been
savagely affected by this Government because of its spending priorities and its lowering
of the standard of services throughout the community. SEC WA is facing the indignity of
a Gilbert and Sullivan character apparently carrying out a review of the circumstances
surrounding that blackout.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Can you explain that? It appears that, like the member for Nollamara,
you lack courage and integrity.
Mrs HALLAHAN: No, I do not.
Mr C.J. Bamnett: You are very good at throwing insults at people.
Mrs HALLAHAN: It would be very goad if the Minister used the energy he is using
now to jump up and down to do his job and take responsibility for his role.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I took total responsibility.
Mrs HALLAI-AN: It is time the Minister got on with his job ink a responsible way.
Mr CiJ. Bamnett: On television, in front of all Western Australians, I accepted
responsibility.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I do not know the full details, but in one case reported on television
it was indicated that people who live in the hills area where trees cause a threat became
anxious when storms were forecast again last weekend. They contacted SECWA to cut
off their power to enable them to clean up the debris and falling trees around their homes
and make it safer during the further storms which had been forecast. They were agitated
and quite critical that they could not get SECWA's cooperation. They live in the hills
area where trees can cause a real hazard.
The employees of SEC WA who worked day and night in wind and rain did a magnificent
job and they should be applauded and supported. The State Emergency Service
volunteers also did a magnificent job. In fact, my friends who were visiting from
overseas were very impressed at the way a volunteer force could rally around and provide
the vital assistance required by the citizens of this state. The SEC and the SES volunteers
should be given credit for the wonderful work they carried out. The thought in the
community is that this Government intends to rely very heavily on volunteers with its
cutting back of public utilities. This could well be a new pattern. SECWA will be
demoralised and have its functions reduced to such an extent that the community will rely
upon volunteers as it did in the recent debacle.
During the recent power cut sewage effluent was discharged into the river system. This
has happened twice now and the Opposition does not believe that the Government has
learnt from either occasion. There has not been an improvement in the services or the
response rate. I have been told that, when cyclone Alby hit, the utilities were better
attuned to responding to community needs than they are in 1994 after only one year of a
conservative government. People wonder what will be the state of things in Western
Australia after four years of a conservative coalition government The Minister for
Emergency Services is sitting in the Chamber tonight with a bit of a sparkle in his eye -
we do not know why - and wants to interject at every turn and not take responsibility for
this serious situation.
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Mr Wiese: You got it right when you were talking about the SES, because it did a
fantastic job.
Mrs HALLAI-AN: It did indeed do a fantastic job, as did the SECWA workers who
were repairing the lines, but there is a definite problem atr the management level, and
there are certainly management crises compared with what we have seen in the past. At
the risk of upsetting the Minister for Energy. who does not seem to want to hear about
people suffering discomfort, we have to say that a lot of elderly people were left very
frightened and cold as a result of this situation. In cases where an isolated house was
without power, good neighbourliness came to the fore and people ran long extension
cords - I am not sure how safe that was - to their neighbours' homes so that they would
not lose the contents of their freezers and refrigerators. I know of one situation where
people ran an extension line that was sufficient to run the freezer, the refrigerator and one
light, and their neighbours managed to get by with that. However, some families had to
suffer without electricity for days and did not know when they could count on getting
that vital service reconnected to their homes. This Government is unable to provide the
services that families in Western Australia need and upon which businesses in Western
Australia have come to depend and. I would have thought, in 1994 could reasonably
depend.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [7.42 pm]: I would like to ask
the Minister for Energy a number of questions. During the course of the blackout.
SECWA ran an extraordinary advertising campaign on television and in the Press,
congratulating itself and thanking people for their patience. Did the Minister approve
those advertisements?
Mr C.J. Barnett: No. I did not.
Mr TAYLOR: Does the Minister approve of ten?
Mr C.J. Barnett: I think those advertisements were too late and inappropriate in their
message at that stage.
Mr TAYLOR: They were certainly inappropriate in the sense that SECWA was running
advertisements when people were still without power and still very angry. The Minister
knows full well that this was not an unusual occurrence. although certainly the number of
lines that may have been down was quite extraordinary. While my memory is not too
good. I can recall that cyclone Alby did not leave people in the metropolitan area without
power for three or four days. That situation was dealt with very expeditiously. This
amendment addresses the failure of this Government to deal with the rundown of these
public utilities.
Mr C..!. Barnett: Where was the failure?
Mr TAYLOR: We will start with how SECWA was unable to deal with such a massive
change in its power supply network.
Mr C..!. Barnett: Can you tell me where there was a failure? I have said publicly that
there were some failures, but can you tell me where the Government failed?
Mr TAYLOR: The member for Cottesloe is the Minister responsible.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I accept responsibility.
Mr TAYLOR: The Minister did not accept responsibility.
Mr C..!. Barnett: I did, publicly.
Mr TAYLOR: No. The Minister blamed SECWA. When things go well with SECWA.
the Minister is more than happy. I would imagine, to claim credit. When things go badly
with SECWA. it seems to me that the Minister is more than happy to blame SECWA and
say it is SEC WA's problem and SEC WA should sort it out.
Mr Omodei: You say you can recall cyclone Alby. That went through the south west
and people in the south west were without power for four or five days. This storm was
worse than that.
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Mr TAYLOR: Cyclone Alby also went through the metropolitan area, and certainly the
consequences were nowhere near as great as what we have seen in the lest week.
Clearly, SECWA has been unable to cope. I want to know also whether the Minister
took an active role in trying to overcome the problems thac were being faced by SEC WA
or whether he stood on the sidelines and criticised SECWA.
Mr C.J. Barniett: If the Leader of the Opposition wants to know, my office effectively
took over the public relations on Wednesday. I do not think that should have happened.
but that is what happened. That is the reality.
Mr TAYLOR: I do not know whether the Minister took over the public relations first
thing on Wednesday, because on Wednesday SEC WA was still asking people to ring in,
and people could not get through.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The real problem in regard to public reaction occurred on Wednesday.
People had lived through Tuesday night, and by Wednesday they expected power to be
restored, and it was not. The public frustration and anger flared on the Wednesday. 24
hours later.
Mr TAYLOR: I can understand people getting angry and frustrated. I remember my
wife being rather angry and frustrated on our third night without power. However, it was
a real problem for those people who are not particularly well off and who lost a
refrigerator or freezer full of food. Those people now have to find the money to replace
those goods - goods that they may have bought on special so that they could afford to eat
frozen fish, or whatever, in the weeks and months ahead. T1he same applied to people
who had medicines which they had to keep refrigerated. I do not know how they coped.
Mr Strickland: That problem was experienced right throughout the metropolitan area, in
odd pockets - in Karrinyup and all over the place. Obviously, there was a huge
communications problem. I think everyone has accepted that when you have 8 000
callouts, you do not know whether it will take half an hour or four hours to fix each one.
Mr TAYLOR: It is fine to be wise after the event, but it ran through my mind that in an
area of two or three streets, with perhaps 40 or 50 houses, where people were being asked
to ring in and report faults, SECWA might have been able to overcome the problem by
announcing on the radio, "'We are aware of power blackouts in the following areas; do
not bother to ring in." SECWA could have run on the Wednesday a double page, or
whatever size, advertisement in The West Australian to say that it had printouts - and I do
not know whether it had printouts; I was told in one letter I received that it was being
done manually - about problems in certain streets and that if people happened to'live itt
Paddington Swreet, for example, they need not bother to ring in because it knew all about
it. That probably could have been done on the Wednesday. It would not take a genius to
work out that that was one way, at least in part, of getting around the communications
problem.
Mr C..!. Bazrnett:. It is commonsense, but it did not happen.
Mr TAYLOR: I do not know whether the Minister added a dose of commonsense to
what was taking place, but it certainly did need that dose of commonsense, and I hope the
lesson has been learnt.
We saw a similar situation in Westrail. One of the most extraordinary, and certainly one
of the funniest, advertisements I have read for a long time was the advertisement that
Fastrak ran in The West Australian on Monday, headed "Wet Weather Problems". Len
Findlay rightly said in his column in today's paper that it could have used the word
"Apology" rather than "Wet Weather Problems". It states -

Recent incidents of Pastrak trains sliding through stations have caused
inconvenience to passengers and may have prompted them to ask why it should
happen.

I would ask why it should happen. It has all the makings of a Monty Python Skit, with
the trains sliding through the stations. I am glad that our stations are not like some of the
underground stations in London, which have brick walls at the end of them, because it
would be rather disastrous if the trains were sliding through those stations.
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Dr Turnbull interjected.
Mr TAYLOR: They do get water on them. Perhaps the member for Collie could ask the
member sitting next to her whether that is the case. Certainly, the dampness can be found
inside due to the dew and other water that drops down.
Dr Tumbull: The member next to me says that it does not happen under ground.
Mr TAYLOR: Westrail, or Fastrak as it likes to cali the service, indicated that the
braking systems fitted to the trains are similar to the ABS systems in modem cars.
However, if one happens to be driving such a motor car and the roads are slippery, one
usually uses commonsense and applies the brakes at a reasonable distance from the stop
light in order to stop in time. Of course, some people do not do that. The situation is
similar to that experienced with SECWA and the blackout a few weeks ago; that is.
following a long dry spell, to great surprise, we had some rain and the lights went out.
Similarly, at Westrail the trains are sliding through the stations. I cannot imagine what
would happen with the iron ore trains because it rains up in the Pilbara occasionally. The
extremely long ore trains are able to stop. The Westrail advertisement reads -

During these conditions train journeys may take a little longer and passengers are
asked to bear this in mind when making travel arrangements.

What should passengers bear in mind when the train slides through the station? The
passenger must take the train back to his destination, and that is not the sort of thing
people should bear in mind when travelling from one place to another. It is
extraordinary!
Mr Pendal: Westrail said that in those circumstances it would provide a return taxi, but
that it was probably quicker and more sensible to return by train.
Mr TAYLOR: Of course it would be quicker to take the train than wait for a taxi.
Another aspect of the Monty Python-type advertisement was the following -

Delays can be reduced, and timetables maintained, if passengers take a few
simple steps:

stand clear while people get off and then board quickly;
How can people do that if they cannot get off the train which is slipping through the
station? The suggestion is not helpful in maintaining timetables and reducing delays.
The next suggestion was -

move down the car to allow people to get on quickly;
People cannot board quickly when the train has slipped by the station! The next
suggestion was that passengers "be ready to get off the train at your station". I am sure
most people are ready to do that, but the trouble is that they must get off at the next
station!
Mr Omodei: You are exaggerating.
Mr TAYLOR: I am trying not to.
Mr Kierath: You cannot keep a straight face.
Mr TAYLOR: When I read the advertisement yesterday. I had the giggles: I could not
stop laughing. The article referred to the wet weather problems for Fastrak causing
inconvenience for passengers prompting questions to be asked. The three suggestions in
the advertisement on how to reduce delays had nothing to do with the trains sliding by
the stations.
Mr Omodei: The drivers' union will not be pleased with you about this. It will be pretty
annoyed.
Mr TAYLOR: The last thing the drivers want is to slide by the stations because they will
be blamed. If members want to start pointing fingers, as with SEC WA - and this is the
point we make with the amendment to the Address-in-Reply - the Government must
accept some responsibility for ensuring chat the public infrastructure is maintained.
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Mr Strickland: If the train driver has a problem, he should have put his foot on the brake
a little earlier.
Mr TAYLOR: The brakes are cornpurer controlled. A suggestion made in Len Findlay's
column today was that the train drivers should stop the trains and the computers should
be switched off. I do not know whether that is possible but, as with SECWA, some
commonsense should apply. Trains sliding through railway stations may be dangerous,
and that cannot continue. You, Mr Speaker, would not lie that in your electorate.
The SPEAKER: No. I would not.
Mr TAYLOR: You would prefer that the trains would stop.
The SPEAKER: I agree.
Mr TAYLOR: The passengers want the trains to stop as it is inconvenient to travel to the
next station. The passenger may end up in Armadale!
Several members interjected.
Mr Omodei: Alternatively, Rottnest.
Mr TAYLOR: Indeed. This issue relates to the proper maintenance of the public
infrastructure. I am sure the Ministers for Transport and Energy will want to know how
these matters will be addressed. I can imagine what the answer will be: More funds will
be wanted to deal with these problems. Nevertheless, the responsibility lies with the
Government to ensure that the matters are resolved, and to make funds available to allow
the Western Australian public infrastructure to be properly maintained.
Our endeavour tonight is to draw attention to the issues at SECWA, in particular, and
Fastrak. 1 support the amendment before the House, and I will be interested to hear the
comments of the responsible Minister regarding SECWA's performance and the
responsibility he will accept.
MS WARNOCK (Perth) [7.57 pmJ: Every member in this House would have received
scores, perhaps hundreds, of calls about the energy problems of last week. My office was
no exception. Obviously, a great deal of community concern existed following the power
breakdown.
In supporting the amendment I relay the example of the effects of the storm and its
aftermath in the Perth electorate. I do not doubt for a moment that the effects would have
been similar in most metropolitan electorates. I received many calls on this vexing
subject last week, many of which were from old people living in rail blocks of flats in
which the lift was not operating for several days. Many calls were from people living
alone who were concerned not only for their safety but also about carrying out the
necessities of life without power. Many calls related to the very sad breakdown in
communications.
We have all agreed, including the responsible Minister, that a tremendous
communication problem existed last week. We also agree that the storm was
unprecedented for something like 20 years, and that it represented a difficult situation for
everybody. People from the State Emergency Service and the State Energy Commission
worked hard to the limit of human endurance to repair or reduce the problems as quickly
as possible. However, the communication problem should not have occurred. We have
pretty rough winters in Western Australia, even though a storm may not be as bad again
for another 20 years. Nevertheless, we will certainly have storms again next year and we
should be better prepared for them.
One of the most serious problems which we all heard about through t media and
through our electorate offices was that people could not get through by telephone to
SECWA for hours on end. People could not even report the problem in their homes or
street. let alone have something done about it. Many people rang my office at the end of
the week protesting about the money spent on a SECWA advertisement which thanked
customers for their patience. A great many constituents thought that the money spent on
that advertisement might have been better spent or. employing people to work on the
power problem and to install a better communications system.
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As an illustration, I will relate a story. Many elderly people, aged 70 and over, reside in
an eight storey block of units in which the lifts could not be used because there was no
power. As many other electorate officers would have done, my electorate officer tried to
ring SECWA. without any luck. We ended up relaying the calls to the Minister's office.
not to his home in the middle of the night.
Mr Omodei: You have not mentioned those workers who were out at all hours of the
night in the wind and rain.
Ms WARNOCK: I have already mentioned them.
Mr Omnodei: All you are doing is making political opportunism out of a natural
phenomenon.
Ms WARNOCK: 1 have said that SES and SECWA workers deserve praise for the
enormous amount of work they did. I have not criticised the workers who were out at all
hours of the day and night. If the Minister checks the Mansard, he will see that is the
case.
Mr Omodei: How many members opposite have praised the people who went out at all
hours of the day and night?
Ms WARNOCK: All of us have. Had the Minister been here during the whole of this
debate, he would have heard those comments. I have nothing but praise for those who
were out day and night.
Mr Omodei: Why do you not sit down then?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Ms WARNOCK: I have no intention of sitting down. If the Minister does not want to
hear my speech. I suggest that he leave the Chamber. I have a tale or two to relate, and I
will have a few special comments for the Minister when I speak in the debate on the
Address-in-Reply later. HeI should stick around for that.
Mr Omodei: That will be very interesting.
Ms WARNOCK: I know that it will be thrilling. The member for Armadale related the
story of the farmer with the cows, and I would like to relate a story about the owner of a
small dry-cleaning business who rang my office on Tuesday morning, who had 10
employees who were all in danger of losing their jobs as a result of there being no power.
Mr Kierath: They are more in danger from the federal industrial relations legislation.
Ms WARNOCK: I do not agree with the Minister for Labour Relations on that, but we
will talk about that at another time. On Wednesday we had another call from the same
drycleaner in Claisebrook Road. The power to his business was still off. I rang the
Minister's office again and spoke to one of his officers. I have a record of the many calls
made by my office about the problems people with no power had in my electorate. On
the morning of Thursday. 26 May, the power to the drycleaner's shop was still off. He
was pretty desperate by then, as were his employees and customers. He hired a generator
at a cost of $2 000 a day, which any small business can ill afford. On Friday, among the
many scores of calls we received, once again we heard from the drycleaner to say that he
had got the power on at 1.30 pm but the auxiliary generator that he had hired had
damaged the motors of his machines. He lost between $10 000 and $15 000. a lot for a
small operator. Obviously he will have to buy a backup generator which will cost about
$15 000. He lost a contract with a government department as a result. He was told by
the government department that his services were inefficient so it would have to hire
somebody else.
I have great sympathy for his problems. We could not do a lot more for him. I relayed
the problems to the Minister responsible and, as did many of my colleagues, dealt with
many calls that came in from constituents. Towards the end of the week we were still
getting calls not only from pensioners who lived in units where lifts were out, but also
from many other people telling us that traffic lights were still out, even on Friday.
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Calls also came in on Friday from constituents who were very upset about those
advertisements which said, "Thank you for your patience." Those people asked me why
the money spent on those advertisements was not put towards more maintenance crews
with less being paid by way of golden handshakes to people who could have been
gainfully employed. I am relaying some of the calls which I received. People were very
distressed that there might have been a lack of maintenance. There was no criticism of
the SEC WA and SES crews.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you think that is true?
Ms WARNOCK: I hope I have made that very clear by now.
Mr C.J. Barnett: So maintenance is the problem? I just want to understand your
position. Is your position that the lack of maintenance is the problem?
Ms WARNOCK: Yes.
Mr CIJ. Barnett: Will you stand by that?
Ms WARNOCK: Yes. There is also a very serious communication problem. I think we
have all agreed - I am sure that the Government also agrees - that we must find a more
successful communications system for relaying infonmation at a time of natural disaster
or crisis. Members of the community were incensed not only at being without power
after five days but also because they were not able to convey those problems to the
authorities concerned or be informed about what was going on. We must find a better
means of relaying information to the rest of the community. I am sure that the Minister.
having been kept awake at all hours of the day and night by this problem -

Mr Omodei: Let us hope we do not have an earthquake.
Ms WARNOCK: I hope we de' not either -
Mr Omodei: We could have all the members on that side running around with mobile
telephones.
Ms WARNOCK: - especially if the Minister for Local Government is in charge. I felt it
would be useful to convey some information to the Government. If the Government
intends to improve the communications system to meet times of crisis in the community,
the Opposition will be very supportive.
DR WATSON (Kenwick) [8.05 pm]: I endorse the comments of my colleague about
two aspects. What could probably usefully form a submission to the person who is
undertakting the review -

Point of Order
Mr MINSON: I know that I am not the best sitter in the House, but I was under the
impression that this speaker had already spoken on this matter. Did she move the
amendment?
The SPEAKER: Order! My understanding is that the member for Kenwick is out of
order in that she moved the amendment.
Mr Blaikie: Members can close the debate.
Mr Strickland: Without giving the Minister an opportunity to respond?
The SPEAKER: Order! The situation is that when the member for Kenwick moved the
amendment in her previous speech, it was considered to be a speech, brief as it might
have been. The member cannot close the debate because there is no right of reply to an
amendment. She is unable to speak, so I will give the call to somebody else.

Debate Resumed
MR D.L. SMITH (Mitchell) [8.07 pm]): T1he member for Warren really wants to
engage in a debate across the room.
Mr Omodei: Thank God you have only 20 minutes.
Mr Blaikie: You should get on to the subject matter and sit down.
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The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr D.L. SMITH: Despite the fact that recreational fishing is one of those things to which
exception is beginning to be taken, I am a very keen recreational fisherman.
Mr Blailc: What has this got to do with power?
Mr C.J. Barnett: You are out fishing now, aren't you?
The SPEAKER: It could be an electric eel!
Mr DL. SMITH: Despite the fact that all of my brothers know that I love fishing, they
do not very often take me because they regard me as something of a jonah. One thing
that we can say about this Minister for Energy is that he is a jonah for the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia.
Mr C.J. Barnxett: Very witty!
Mr D.L. SMITH: We have only to look at the The Australian Financial Review of
22 March 1994 which says, "WA Govt in rush to avoid electricity shortages". On 25
March 1994 The West Australian newspaper ran an article headed "WA counts cost of
darkest day". Mnother headline was "The day Perth stood still".
Mr Minson: The sliding trains did not stand still.
Mr D.L. SMITH: Those news reports related to the fact that almost the whole of the
transmission system was switched off and that resulted in a complete loss of power for
between three and nine hours for much of Western Australia. That break in transmission
was the worst in nearly 16 years but, lo and behold, having had the day that Perth stood
still, we have now had the week that Perth stood still. Did it take another 16 years under
this Minister? No. It took less than two months.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I accept responsibility. Hughie and I did it together!
Mr D.L. SMITH: I am pleased that the Minister acknowledged his personal
responsibility. Under section 10 of the State Energy Commission Act 1979 the
administration of that Act is vested in the Minister. Sections 19 and 29 clearly show the
Minister should be prepared to accept responsibility because he is responsible to this
Parliament for the operation of SECWA. Did he accept responsibility as he claims?
Mr Johnson: I heard him.
Mr D.L. SMITH: Let us look at what he said in Thze West Australian. This was the
Minister taking responsibility. The West Australian of 26 May states -

Acting Premier and Energy Minister, Colin Barnett ordered an inquiry into
SECWA's handling of WA's worst power failure after a public outcry yesterday.
Mr Barnett launched a scathing attack on SEC WA ...

That was not corrected by the Minister. How can a Minister say he is personally
accepting responsibility when he launches a scathing attack on SECWA? Howard Sattler
wrote in the Sunday Times this week -

Mr Barnett must not be allowed to escape his obligation as the political boss of
SEC WA and the Minister responsible for resourcing it.

I was intrigued by the Minister's comments tonight. He said in response to the Leader of
the Opposition that he did not seek any personal involvement in the blackout problem
initially, but by Wednesday he recognised there was a public relations problem and he
stepped in to take care of the public relations issue. That is the Minister taking
responsibility for the supply of electricity. He apparently does not care about the supply
of electricity but about the public relations problem for the Government and for himself
and the way to avoid it. He did this by launching a scathing attack on SECWA, the
agency that he as Minister should accept responsibility for.
Mr Strickland: You have had a brainstorm! That is not logical.
Mr D.L. SMITH: He has now engaged an expert to find out why the electricity supply
failed.
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Mr Johnson: No, he has not.
Mr D.L. SMITH: That is quite right: That is exactly what he is not doing. If he were
concerned about why the electricity supply failed he would not be hiring a retired army
officer to inquire into it. The only inquiry we will have will firstly examine the extent of
the blackout and associated storm damage. Most of us who were in Perth during that
week have some understanding of it. The inquiry will also be into the effectiveness of
the SECWA emergency services program, including internal communications and those
of ocher organisations; SECWA performance in keeping the public informed of the extent
of the damage and progress towards repairing it; and measures to ensure that SECWA
was able in future to manage effectively emergencies of the same scale.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Those are all the points your members raised.
Mr D.L. SMITH: Where is the missing ingredient, which is the examination of why the
problem was so great in the first place?
Mr C.J. Barnett: Why was it?
Mr D.L. SMITH: Secondly, in regard to resources why did it take SEC WA so long to fix
the problem?
Mr Cit. Barnett: Are you going to give us your hypothesis?
Mr D.L. SMITH: I do not want to be in the position of trying to make political capital.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Several members interjected.
Mr D.L. SMITH: We know atout this Minister.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mitchell will resume his seat. There are far too
many interjecdions coming from my right. It is inappropriate. Please stop.
Mr D.L. SMITH: Another example of this Minister as a Jonah was the headline on
26 May "Barnett ips a bright future for Collie coal". What happened at Griffin Coal
immediately after that statement? It amounts that we are going to lose another 84 jobs at
Griffin on top of those already lost at Western Collieries. So much for the bright future
that the Minister predicted on 26 May. We know what the Minister is like at solving
problems. He came along after the previous government worked for four years to ensure
Collie got a privately built, owned and operated 600 MW station and promised the people
of Collie before the election he would do the same. He solved the problem by not having
a 600 MW privately owned station but a 300 MW publicly built and publicly owned
station.
Mr CTJ Barnett: The difference between then and now is that it is happening.
Mr D.L. SMITH: There is also a coal contract that delivers coal at a higher price than the
previous government negotiated for the supply of the new station. He then introduced
into this House legislation to end underground mining in Collie, and there has also been
the loss of several jobs.
Mr Kierath: You were thinldng about doing it coo.
Mr D.L. SMITH: We would have done it in another way.
Mr C.J. Barnett: A little sneaky creature's way under the carpet.
Mr D.L. SMITH: We would have obtained coal at a cheaper price and preserved the
underground jobs for longer.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member will resume his seat. I asked in the softest way
possible the members to my right to cease the degree of interjections that was occurring.
I say to them more firmly that it cannot be tolerated. I am keen to hear what the member
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for Mitchell has to say and I am sure others are too. He cannot be heard above that level
of inteijection and I call on members to desist.
Mr D.L. SMITH: We know the Minister initiated a report into the earlier failure in
March. As he has now, he called for an inquiry. He knows that there were allegations by
the union. as reported by the 25 March headline "Unions say bosses to blame".
Several members inteajected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr D.L. SMITH: The unions were blaming the SEC WA bosses at the direction of their
Minister for the cutbacks in staff and for the lack of maintenance.
Mr Kierath: They do not accept the blame themselves?
Mr D.L. SMITH: Not for the power failure. One would have thought that the report
tabled in this Parliament would have dealt with those allegations. All the report said in
effect was that the historical practices for maintenance had been followed and as far as
could be seen the maintenance budget of SECWA was up to what it should have been. It
did not deal directly with the allegation of whether the staff shortages and cutbacks in
SECWA did not necessarily lead to the maintenance problem that caused the lack of
power but led to the failure of SECWA properly to respond when the power failure
started, and whether it was the system at fault or SECWA's failure when the system went
down to get it back in order. All we find out from this report is that it is the practice in
Victoria to wash down the 300 and 500 MW lines every three years. It is not SEC WA's
policy to do it at all for the 300 MW lines. At page 12 of the report, reference is made to
immediate rescheduling of the live wire insulator washing to give the 330 kV lines
priority.
Mr Pendal: Did you insist upon that while you were the government?
Mr D.L. SMITH: I was never the Minister responsible.
Mr Pendal: Yes. You were the Minister for the south west.
Mr D.L. SMITH: The south west is not the whole. With the March failure, I am
prepared to accept that, because it had not been the practice to wash the 330 kV lines in
the same way and because the other states do not, except for Victoria, perhaps the
problem began -

Dr Turnbull: It was the fires?
Mr D.L. SMITH: It was not just the fires; there were a range of things. The important
point is: Once the problem started, what had to be done? At page 10 it describes what
they did and what needed to be done. The report does not deal, which I find strange, with
whether the cutbacks in staff caused problems for power system restoration. One would
have expected that, having commissioned the report and knowing the allegations from
the unions, the Opposition and the public that a maintenance problem existed due to
shortages of staff and that a problem existed with restoration of the system after the
problem was created due to shortages of staff, the Minister would have ensured that
SEC WA dealt with those issues in its report. The report is silent on those issues.
Mr C.J. Barnet:- Whose report was that?
Mr D.L. SMITH: This is the report by SEC WA tabled by the Minister.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: You are saying the report was silent on key issues?
Mr D.L.SMITH-: Yes.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: I assume you would support me in appointing an independent inquiry at
this time?
Mr D.L. SMITH: I am saying that in terms of -
Mr CiJ. Barnett: You do not want to say that-
Mr D.L. SMITH: The Minister should let me finish. He asked a question and I will
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respond to it. In terms of those factors, it was silent. With the inquiry that the
Government has set up, the Minister has been very careful to avoid asking the pertinent
questions of whether staff cutbacks in SECWA have had any effect on the ability to
restore power after problems arise; whether staff cutbacks in SECWA led to a lack of
personal inspection of much of the suburban transmission system to see whether the poles
are in good order; and whether too many trees are hanging over lines and so on. Has the
Minister sought to discover whether those factors are being covered by SECWA or
whether they are problems being created by SECWA as a result of the staff cutbacks?
Mr C.J. Barnett: Point 4 of the terms of reference talks about preventive measures. 1
would have thought that is exactly what you are talking about.
Mr D.L. SMITH: It is not in the list that I have here.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Point four refers to preventive measures.
Mr D.L. SMITH: In the light of the allegation that staff cutbacks and lack of staff
generally are creating a problem for SECWA, that should be a specific term of reference
that the Minister can address.
Mr C.J. Barnett: It is. Prevention is the best form of cure.
Mr D.L. SMITH: I suspect that the reason it is not in the original report and that it is not
in what the Minister is initiating now is that the report is being made by a major general
rather than a SECWA or energy transmission expert. He is not experienced in preventive
measures to maintain power lines and so on.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You are very good at making fun of a distinguished Australian.
Mr D.L. SMITH: He has been employed by a Jonah Minister to prepare this important
report. The Minister knows ths importance of this. It is not just about inconvenience to
people in Perth. I have received numerous stories of market gardeners and others who
have lost $160 000. $200 000 and $300 000 because of the power blackout.
Mr Omodei: Come on! It was because of the wind.
Mr D.L. SMITH: The Minister should see what occurred in the cold stores. When cold
stores have no power for a couple of days, it creates problems.
Mr Omodei: Those cold stores have got their electricity back.
Mr D.L. SMITH: The Minister should read some of the press reports this week. When a
power failure occurs in March and another one occurs in May and lasts almost a week,
our international reputation is damaged. Executive staff in Western Australia will be
reporting back to their head offices throughout the world that we have had two major
power failures in the space of two months under this Government and this Minister. That
creates enormous damage. As the Minister knows, we have enough problems with
electricity costs. However, when there is no security of supply, that creates even more
damage to our reputation for people who want to do business with us. As the Chamber of
Commerce noted after the March power blackout, under sections 57. 58 and 59 of the Act
SEC WA is exonerated from liability. Under section 58, SECWA is not obliged to supply
power to anybody to compensate people who suffer damage as a result of the power
supply failing. Under the three sections combined, it can cut off power in an emergency,
and the question of what constitutes an emergency is in the discretion of SECWA. It is
exonerated from paying damages except in extreme circumstances where it has
guaranteed supply under an Act of Parliament. In that situation, with a blackout in
March and another one six times as bad last week, we have a major problem. It deserves
much more concern from the Minister than just the public relations disaster for SEC WA.
In my rented accommodation in Nedlands, we were without power for three days. We
tried for three days to get through to SECWA. The radio kept saying that only 5 000 or
10 000 homes were yet to be connected. Anyone who drove around Perth would have
been aware that it was more like 150 000 to 300 000 people who were without power.
What was wrong with SECWA's communications? Did it not have sufficient people in
the field reporting the true situation back to the nerve centre?
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They are the things that we must resolve, not because we want to make it a political
football but because, if we do not resolve those problems, not only do we run the risk of
severe inconvenience of the sort we have experienced in the past week but also the
danger exists that our reputation as a place in which to invest, to spend capital, and to
manufacture or to process minerals will be severely and permanently damaged.
MR C.J. BARNETI (Cottesloe - Minister for Energy) [8.28 pm]: I intend to speak
briefly, but I will address the major points raised. On Monday of last week, Perth and the
south west had a major storm with winds up to 140 kmnh. However, what distinguished
this storm was the duration of the gale force winds, which persisted for a period of 15
hours. The result of that was major damage. As the member for Mitchell said, it is true
that it was the second major blackout that this state has experienced this year. However,
I make a distinction between the two situations. The blackout that occurred in March
was due to atmospheric conditions which consisted of very high humidity following a
prolonged dry period.
Mr Thomas: Quite predictable.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was a different situation, which I regard as unacceptable, even
though it had not happened elsewhere in this state or the rest of Australia. In fact, to this
point we have not been able to find an international parallel of a blackout of that extent
caused by those conditions. That was a technical failing of the high voltage system, and
that is being addressed. The member for Cockburn discussed the need for technical
expertise from the electricity supply association and international affiliates of SECWA,
and that is being undertaken. It is an engineering technical problem and an assessment is
being undertaken by SECWA. involving experts from Australia and internationally. To
my knowledge no precedent exists. It is unusual, but in our climatic conditions it could
be replicated, and that is being tackled at a technical level. What occurred last week was
a very severe Storm, perhaps the most severe storm in 20 years. The cause is understood
and no need exists to consider that from a technical point of view. The problem is how to
get the power on more quickly.
The member for Cockburn discussed infrastructure and competition and broadened it into
a debate relating to energy policy in this State. I will not waste time in answering that
other than to state the obvious: That after four years the now opposition could not make
a decision on the Collie power station. This Government has made a decision. This
Government has the private sector building a gas pipeline through central Western
Australia; BHP is building an energy project in the north; a hydro scheme will be built on
the Ord River. In addition, more co-generation and infrastructure, both private and
public, will go to the energy system in the next five years than in the last 15 years. When
the member discusses infrastructure, he has absolutely no credibility because after four
years no decision had been made on a project. The member talked about competition and
deregulation. Widespread changes are taking place within the energy industry which will
be to the betterment of household and industrial consumers in this State.
The member for Cockburn then discussed the appointment of the consultant, Mai-Gen
Ken Taylor. He sought to discredit Maj-Oen Taylor in his comments to The West
Australian -
Mr Thomas: I asked the Minister to answer a few questions and he would not answer
them.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': I will answer right now. The member for Nollamara in this House
tonight tried to reflect adversely upon the integrity of Maj-Gen Ken Taylor. He implied
in this House in an unsubtle maniner that it was a political appointment and that a report
would be delivered that was politically acceptable to the Government. In public life one
accepts insults, and we all cop them, and I will cop them as well as anyone else. What I
will not accept is someone ike the member for Nollamara coming into this House and
insulting a distinguished Western Australian. The member for Nollarnara reflected on
only one person tonight, and that was himself because he has shown himself for what he
is, a very small person who will never achieve a fraction of what Maj-Gen Taylor has
achieved for this state and this country. In the protection of this House. the member
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reflects upon Maj-Gen Taylor's integrity, qualifications and ability to undertake this task.
When put to the challenge to walk outside this House and say it, what did he do? I do not
need to answer that question because that is the sort of person the member for Nollamara
is.
Mr Kobelke: I did not say that at all.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is an absolutely gutless effort by the member for Nollamara.
It lacks integrity.
Mr Thomas interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': I will refer to the matter of the appointment. According to Maj-Oen
Taylor's curriculum vitae, he is very well qualified. The task is not to inquire as to the
engineering of the electricity system, that is up to SECWA's technical and electrical
engineers. The task is: Is SECWA well equipped to handle a blackout, an emergency, a
disaster of this proportion? Maj-Gen Taylor will look at the logistics, the coordination of
services, the back-up manpower, the possibility of bringing in Main Roads Department or
Westrail teams, and the possibility, as the member for Cockburn suggested, of bringing in
former workers. Maj-Gen Taylor is looking at all those things, plus the practicalities, the
logistics, and specific problems such as why the Home of Peace in Subiaco did not have
power for 48 hours. To me that was unacceptable. How did that major failing in
communication occur? How was it that the media were ringing me at home requiring
information about what was happening? He will be looking at the situation that occurred
on Wednesday when senior management in SECWA stated - I am not going to dodge the
truth, and Ilam not being kind to SECWA -

Mr Thomas: The Minister is certainly not being kind to them.
Mr C..!. BARNETT: Senior management of SECWA were of the view that the problems
would be resolved on Tuesday night Most people in Western Australia went to bed on
Tuesday night, probably many thousands in Perth, thinking power would be restored in
the morning. The problem got off the rails on Wednesday morning when literally
thousands of households did not have power. At that stage SECWA's information to
senior management and senior management's relaying of that information to me was that
perhaps 3 000 to 5 000 households were without power. It was obvious to me from
phone calls at home and to my office that that was a gross underestimate. At that stage I
started to take the measures that I did. I do not know where the blame lies, but SEC WA
had totally underestimated the size of the problem. That was a major failing. It had not
relayed the size of the problem to the public. That was another major failing. The media,
particularly radio stations, were crying out for information to relay to their listeners. At
that stage - and I am not proud to say it - the public relations handling of that effectively
ran out of my ministerial office. That should never have happened. That was a major
failing of communications and coordination.
Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETIT: Problems existed in the field. Sewage overflowed into the river. It
was not as serious as before, but an overflow still occurred. Problems with coordination
existed between the SES and SECWA workers. I agree that the crews did a magnificent
job.
Mr Thomas: The Minister is putting them down by having an inquiry, by not giving
them the opportunity of reorganising themselves.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: SES crews were turning up to secure premises and not being able to
do their job because of five power lines. That is a coordination problem. They could not
do their job until the SECWA crews turned up. On Wednesday the phone lines into
SEC WA were jammed with over 100 000 calls during the morning alone. I went down to
the SECWA communications system. It is very sophisticated, similar to Star Wars. The
scale of the problem, plus the number of calls and recorded messages, was beyond the
capacity, if not the technology, of the people to cope. It was not a matter of closing the
gap; the gap was widening at that stage. A major problem existed in this State. What
concerned me most was the recognition of that 24 hours after the storm had passed. That
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was why I decided to take immediate action, and that an independent person should
examine what went wrong and why it went wrong. It is not a witch hunt and 1 am not
looking for scapegoats. I accept the responsibility as the Minister and I accept the
responsibility that something must be done, and that is what I am doing.
Mr Thomas: It is an insult to Mr Eiszele, the commissioner, and all SECWA employees.
The Minister has not given them an opportunity to review the situation.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The extent of the damage was extremely widespread. I will give
examples: Sections of main voltage lines down, 310; distribution transformers down,
850; poles down or leaning, 800; street mains down, 430; customer service leads
damaged. 1 800; trees and wires, 2 000; approximately 200 of the 450 high voltage
feeders were down, and it continues. It was a major problem and it could recur in our
climatic conditions. It must be handled better. Throughout the situation the Minister for
Emergency Services and I continually and publicly praised the crews of SECWA and the
SES. police and other emergency services. They performed an outstanding job.
Everybody who has spoken tonight has paid due credit to those people. The SECWA
crew from Albany drove into the hills district and went straight to work for 24 hours.
The crew from Geraldton did exactly the same. Those people worked extraordinary
hours in dangerous conditions when they should perhaps not have been working at all.
The great miracle - the fluke of it all - is that no major injuries or deaths occurred as a
result of the power failure. We were damned lucky and should all be thankful for that.
We have lost the plot. I amn not apportioning blame or having a go at SECWA
management but there were failures and I intend independently to find out where those
failures occurred and to act on them. Members opposite made a great point about
maintenance. Their thesis is that the Government has somehow neglected maintenance
and, therefore, when the storm came the damage was greater and the ability to repair it
was reduced. Is that the line of members opposite?
Mr Kobelke: No.
Mr Thomas: Read the amendment.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': Members opposite do not want to know. I do not think
maintenance was the problem but I have heard at least four members opposite tailking
about maintenance.
Mr Kobelke: Address the issue.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Nollamara talked about maintenance. Let us
consider the cost of maintenance. In 199 1-92 when the Labor government was in power
the maintenance budget for SECWA was $26m, of which $21m was spent. Members
opposite suggest it was political, but in 1991-92 the previous government underspent by
23 per cent. I do not follow that line of argument. This year the maintenance
expenditure budgeted by SEC WA is an increase of 14 per cent.
Mr Thomas: We did not lay off 500 staff.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Ainsworth): Order!
Mr C.J. BARNETT': Members opposite talked about manpower, but only 29 fewer
people are employed in maintenance crews in the metropolitan area than five years ago.
The maintenance crew comprises 450 people, which is virtually no change. Since the
coalition Government has been in power there has been a reduction of 150 staff at
SECWA. There were far more in the previous government's term of office - many
hundreds. I do not disagree with that. Members opposite yabber away now and all chose
to speak about maintenance, but their government underspent on maintenance. This
Government is spending more on maintenance. The previous government cut staff far
more than this Government has. These figures do not tell us much at all, and it simply
refutes and exposes the shallowness of the argument of members opposite.
Mr Thomas: You obviously have not spent enough.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Cockburn. I am not sure whether an
arrangement has been made for the member for Cockbumn to sit in that seat.
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Mr Thomas: The bench looked empty.
The ACTING SPEAKER: That may be so and it is the member's prablem, but it is not
the member's regular seat and I am sure he is aware that ir is improper for him to interject
from that seat, and particularly at that level.
Mr C.J. BARNETT': The maintenance issue is relevant and it will be examined by Maj-
Gen Taylor. One of the terms of reference will be to look at preventive measures, which
are clearly maintenance, The changes in staff numbers are virtually non-existent.
Expenditure on maintenance dropped dramatically in 1991-92, slightly increased in
1992-93, and increased 14 per cent this year. I do not know whether the maintenance
issue will give a clear picture, but part of the responsibilities of Maj-Gen Taylor will be
to talk to people at the coal face. His report will be totally objective, public and tabled in
the Parliament. I will summarise what 1, as one of many observers, saw during the power
problem.
Mr Thomas: Will you answer the questions I asked?
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Cockburn will resume his seat if he
wishes to interject.
Mr C.J BARNETT: I will summarise the major failings: Clearly there was a failure to
properly and rapidly assess the extent of the damage, and recognise it. It was of concern
to me that 24 hours later the extent of the problem had been underestimated. Clearly,
there is need to look for backup facilities, whether it be retired linesmen, private sector
contractors, or teams from local government, Westrail or the Main Roads Department.
Those are practical matters. How should we deal quickly with the situation? There were
no real technical problems. just a manpower problem.
Mr Thomas: Because you laid off 500 jobs.
Mr C.J. BARNErF: That is sheer nonsense and totally wrong. Maintenance is a
problem, and that aspect will be looked at and assessed objectively. The priority was a
problem also. SECWA concentrated on restoring power to the greatest number of
customers quickly, and concentrated on the main feeder lines and particular hardship
cases. Theme was the serious failing when aged persons' homes and hospitals were left
without power.
Mr Thomas: Find it in the earlier report.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not put the blame for that necessarily on SECWA, and I think it
goes across the community. I wonder why some other agencies were not better equipped
to check what was happening in some of those welfare areas. There was a general failure
with the coordination. There was a problem in a particular geographic area, with lots of
people reporting the same faults. Wit the benefit of hindsight, it seems it would have
been fairly simple, for example, to get local government rangers to scout around the area,
assess the damage and give a consolidated report to SEC WA.
All sorts of commonsense. practical things should have happened, but did not. Maj-Gen
Taylor will examine why they did not happen. I am not looking for scapegoats or
excuses, but I am determined that we will learn from that experience and improve
procedures.
Mr Thomas: You insult Mr Eiszele and the commission by not giving them the
opportunity to report.
Mr C.J. BARNET: Mr Eiszele has reported to me and to the Premier.
Mr Thomas: He cannot possibly have.
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: He did so over the weekend.
Mr Thomas: How long will you give Maj-Gen Taylor to prepare his report?
Mr CTJ BARNETT': The commissioner of SECWA reported in writing to me and the
Premier over the weekend.
Mr Thomas: He cannot possibly have.
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Mr C.J BARNETIT: Is the member for Cockburn calling me a liar? He has reported to
me.
Mr Thomas: How long will you give Maj-Gen Taylor to prepare his report?
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: I expect about six weeks. The member should not think for a
moment that senior, middle and line SECWA staff will not be part of that and
contributing to it. They will indeed do some of the work. Maj-Gen Taylor will not do
the whole report himself. Much of it will be done in SECWA, but he will make his
report as an independent person who can ask the hard questions. People in SEC WA will
be able to relay matters to him without any fear of recrimination. That is why it will be
independent.
Mr Thomas: It is a vote of no confidence in Mr Eiszele and the commissioner, and you
should ask for their resignations if they are not capable of preparing that report. You are
the Minister and it is your responsibility.
Mr CT BARNETT: I have confidence in Mr Eiszele and the SECWA staff, but it does
not mean I will fail to accept responsibility as a Minister and talke action. In reply to the
member's questions, I will advise how Maj-Gen Taylor was appointed. The member will
know from his time in government that many people write to the Government with copies
of their curricula vitae suggesting that if consultants are needed they can help. All
governments have files with that information. When this situation arose we did a simple
search for a person with the skills, logistic experience, understanding, and science
background to carry out the task.
Mr Thomas: Who appointed him?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was done through my office. One CV very quickly came to the
top of the list - that of Maj-Gen Ken Taylor. I had never met nor spoken to Maj-Gen
Taylor and did not have a clue who he was. He camne to my office on Friday afternoon
and we discussed the situation for two hours. On that basis we determined what needed
to be done. I have absolute confidence in that gentleman. I think his outstanding military
and service record supports that He will be supported by other officers in government
and SECWA and, where necessary, will have independent advice.
Mr Thomas: Did you consider anyone else?
Mr C.). BARNETT: Some other names were considered but I selected him to be a
consultant to me as Minister.
[T1he member's time expired.]
DR TURNBULL (Collie) [8.50 pm]: I rise to speak in defence of the maintenance
workers in the transmission division of the State Energy Commission of Western
Australia. I spoke of the insecurity of their jobs when the Labor government was in
power - when the number of employees was severely cut and the workers did not have
the mechanical assistance and other resources necessary to do the extra work at the same
time as their numbers were being reduced. They were not receiving adequate training
either. A few staff reductions have occurred in the maintenance section since the Liberal
coalition Government came to power, but at the same time funds have been increased to
provide the necessary equipment for maintenance. The staff of the maintenance section
of the transmission division at SEC WA worked courageously to deal with the mayhem of
the storm. We all acknowledge that this was the worst storm for at least 20 years. Many
people to whom I have spoken about cyclone Alby say that the effects of that cyclone
were not as great in Perth as was the storm last week.
The devastation of the storm was increased by the size of thie trees blown down. We take
pride in thie trees in the metropolitan area and the hills;, they are a feature of this city
which is on the edge of a desert. However, unfortunately some people who live in the
city areas have not accepted responsibility for their trees. In the area where my mother
lives, one large tree came down. For about five years the residents in the area have
complained to the owner who has not accepted responsibility. They have approached the
owner of the tree and offered to pay half the cost of its removal but the offer was
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rejected. The problem in this city is that some people have not accepted responsibility
for the management of the hazards that exist on their properties. Many members on both
sides of this House represent metropolitan areas but they have carefully skirted around
the issue of trees. As a country member, I can assure all members that we must take
responsibility for the hazards in our own backyards. This year I spent three weeks
removing the hazards around our house. They consisted of a number of trees in close
proximity to power lines, and the like. I did that myself, and I am sure that is more than
the member for Peel did at his place.
Mr Leahy: How do you know that?
Dr TURNBULL: I can see the flabbiness of his muscles.
Mr Marlborough: You have always been attracted to my muscles.
Dr TURNBULL: My muscles are in a better state than the member for Peel's, at the
moment.
Following every catastrophe it is absolutely essential to hold a debriefing. The storms
last week were a catastrophe. The Minister for Energy should be congratulated for
accepting responsibility and for putting in place this inquiry. I am reassured that it will
be an independent inquiry, because I am sure it will find that some private property
owners do not accept responsibility for the hazards on their properties. If SECWA
conducted the inquiry which came down with such a finding, many people would say that
SEC WA was passing the buck. As the Minister said, a large percentage of the incidents
that resulted in power lines being brought down related to trees.
Mr D.L. Smith: How many trees were lost around Parliament House?
Dr TURNBULL: The member is trying to be smart. I agree that in many instances trees
were not involved - they were not part of the hazard - but in other areas of the
metropolitan area many large trees came down. In the area where my mother lives, only
one tree came down. Thank God, it landed only on a garage and covered only two
properties.
I congratulate the Minister for instigating the inquiry and accepting responsibility. I also
congratulate all the people who worked so hard dealing with the catastrophe. I refer to
the linesmen, the maintenance crews, the State Emergency Service and all people who
went to the assistance of their neighbours who were without power. That happened in
many places. The people of the city responded well to this disaster. Many lessons can be
learned from any disaster, and unfortunately this one was caused by natural forces. It is
fortunate for our city that we do not face man-made disasters on such a scale, and that we
live in a very privileged society and country. Most people in the city recognise that fact
and give thanks to the SEC WA maintenance crews and the SES workers.
MR MARLBOROUGH (Peel) [8.56 pm]: Mr Acting Speaker -

Several members interjected.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I aim standing up to flex my muscles.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Ainsworth): Member for Peel, I am sure you are delighted
by being recognised by the member for Collie in that way. I can see your chest is
swollen - or something is - but I am sure this is not really part of the Address-in-Reply
debate.
Amendment put and a division taken with the following result-

Ayes (20)
Mr Brow Mrs Henderson Mr DiL. Smith
Mr Caiamda Mr Hill Mr Taylor
Mr Cunningham Mr Kobelke Mr Thomas
Dr Edwards Mr Marlborough Ms Wanock
Dr Gallop mr Mc~inty Dr Watson
Mr Graham Mr Rieteling Mr Leahy (Teller)
Mrs Hallaha Mr Ripper
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Noes (27)
MriC.. Barnett Mr House Mr Pendal
Mr Blailcie Mr Johnson Mr Shave
Mr Board Mr Kierath Mr W. Smith
Mr Bradshaw Mr Lewis Mr Strickland
Dr Constable Mr Marshall Mr Tubby
Mi Court Mr Muinson Dr Turnbul
Mr Day Mr Nicholls Mrs van de Klashorst
Mrs Edwardes Mr Omodel Mr Wiese
Dr Hames Mr Osborne Mr Bloffwitch (Teller)

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR PENDAL (South Perth) [9.02 pm]: I support the motion that Was moved on
opening day of the Parliament In doing so I add my own good wishes to those of other
members to the Governor, His Excellency Major General Jeffery and Mrs Jeffery for the
role that they played in the opening of session and for the continuing role that they play,
albeit sometimes at the centre of some controversy. I acknowledge the manner in which
His Excellency has handled what has been some quite gratuitous and unjustified
criticisms directed at him in recent times.
I want to change the pace from the past couple of hours of debate in this place and
address myself to three issues that I think are of some importance to the state. The first is
a matter of export earnings of an unusual kind that perhaps members do not acknowledge
often enough. Secondly, I want to touch upon the question of graffiti and the way the
Government might consider bringing that under control. Thirdly. I want to discuss what
is becoming an increasingly vexed issue; that is. the potential in Australia and Western
Australia of televised court hearings.
It is traditional, I suppose, that when 'one speaks of export earnings into the state we tend
to think about those exports that we are most famous for, principally primary products,
including mineral production and the like. I want to draw the House's attention to an
export with a difference. I refer to the product of Western Australian cultural activity, in
this case, the West Australian Ballet Company, which is on the verge of some most
important exports of its own. It is an area in which the new State Government has had a
direct bearing and which warrants some exposure in a debate of this kind. Recently, like
many members, I attended the opening of the Western Australian ballet season. This
year's production is "Giselle". That 1994 production was staged under Barry Moreland
and his associate artistic director Chrissa Keramidas. The significance of this ballet
season is twofold. Firstly, in a few days' time the ballet will head off on a tour of
Indonesia, principally to Jakarta and Surabaya. That is part of some important federal
and state trade extensions into that part of South East Asia. The Federal Government's
trade exhibition "Australia Today - Indonesia 94" in Jakarta will see the West Australian
Ballet Company perform a gala program and a number of performances of Barry
Moreland's very successful production of "A Midsummer Night's Dream". That visit is
hosted by the Western Australian Department of Commerce and Trade as part of the
sister-state relationship we have with East Java. It is the first time in this state's history
that the State Government has utilised a major arts organisation as part of a trade
program. I am particularly proud because that commitment was written into the then
opposition's cultural affairs policy when I was the shadow Minister and we expressed the
view that trade missions should never leave Western Australia to extend ourselves into
near neighbours or other parts of the world without being accompanied in some way by
part of Western Australia's cultural life. For that to occur is a real breakthrough. It is a
credit to the Government that it is prepared to see our extensions into those countries in
other than material terms.
The second and most important part of my comments about the West Australian Ballet
Company is that it is currently negotiating for a four week tour to the United Kingdom
and Europe in November of next year. That will be the first time in the history of the
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West Australian Ballet Company that it has broken into the UK and European scene.
That means the members of this House, the Cabinet the Government and the community
generally can feel proud that they have a ballet company with artistic standards that are
sufficiently high to allow them to go on two world tours in the next 18 months. I
congratulate them on achieving that eminence. and I congratulate the Government and
the Department of Commerce and Trade for its faith in a group of artistic people, faith
beyond the material things for which Western Australia has become increasingly known.
The second matter I wanted to touch on briefly tonight is the question of graffiti. It is
known that the current Government camne to office with a number of undertakings to
combat what is a very serious social problem. It is serious because, as every member will
know, it is a most expensive business, and often impossible, to rid buildings successfully
of graffiti. Sometimes it is done at great financial cost. At other times the financial costs
are incurred only to find that the success rate is not all that high. However, it seems to
me that notwithstanding the good intentions of the Government the problem, at least in
my electorate, does not seem to have abated. One constituent, a professional
pharmaceutical chemist, put to me what I think is a practical suggestion. He argues that
perhaps the time has come when we should begin to treat the sale of pressure cans
carrying paint in the same way that chemists in our society are required by law to nreat
products which can be ultimately used for what is called a sinister purpose. This
individual put to me that it may sound a simplistic suggestion to remove the spray cans
from the shelves of hardware stores and supermarkets where of course they are available
to anyone, including a 12 year old child who has nothing better in mind than to take the
spray can out and add to the graffiti, at the expense of society. My constituent says -

In the pharmacy profession retailers are required by law to document sales of over
the counter preparations which can be used for sinister purposes. ..

He does not mean those which are sinister in terms, but which can be put to sinister uses.
He goes on to ask why that cannot apply to the sale of pressure cans containing paint. I
know an argument can be put to the effect that we are living in a society that is becoming
increasingly deregulated and that we should think very seriously before we reregulate or
bring about new restrictions on what retailers can do. However, we are fighting a losing
battle. There is no evidence that I can see anywhere in Western Australia that,
notwithstanding the good intentions of the Government, graffiti is being brought under
control. It may well be worthwhile taking my constituent's suggestion seriously because
only by limiting the sale of those pressure cans will we in any way bring the problem
under control. I commend the suggestion to the appropriate Minister and ask that in due
course it be given some consideration.
The third and final matter I said I will canvass is die growing concern that in parts of
Australia we might be headed down the path of televised court hearings. I am not talking
about the potential to allow, or indeed encourage, courts to have file footage made
available to the television media of the nature that we permit in this House, for example,
and generally silent film footage used or stored in the libraries of television stations as
illustrative of what might have gone on in a particular House on that day. When using
the term televised court hearings, I am talking about the practice which is now
widespread, I regret to say, in the United States of America where in fact many trials of
celebrities have turned into chambers of notoriety. The Bobbit case was perhaps one of
the more spectacular examples.
However, closer to home - I will touch on this in more detail later - we saw something of
this sort of spectacle a few years ago with the Chamberlain trial and a variety of hearings
that occurred in the Northern Territory relating to the disappearance of that child, I, for
one, look with some horror on the prospect of televised court hearings as defined earlier
by me. I am joined in that by many people who have a knowledge far greater than mine.
In particular it is encouraging, albeit ironic, that the movement, if one likes, against
televised court hearings in Australia is being led by a number of people from a profession
which otherwise might be leading the charge for televised court hearings. I am referring
to journalism itself.
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Some weeks ago a series of excellent articles was produced in Thze Weekend Australian
under the penmanship of Sam Lipski, who is a farmer Perth journalist from my old
newspaper the Daily News. He puts forward a number of very persuasive arguments why
we should not allow televised court hearings in Australia. To those who say that it
cannot happen, there is apparently the power already for it to occur irrespective of
whether Parliament or the public like it. I will read some quotes from Mr Lipski in due
course and reiterate that the movement to question the need for televised court hearings is
coming from the very group of people who in other circumstances might be the ones
advocating it.
The issue as described by Mr Lipski gives our Parliament, because it has ultimate
legislative jurisdiction for the Supreme and District Courts and the Magistrates' Courts,
the chance to lead the nation by taking an interest in the issue, studying it in a way that I
will suggest and then perhaps pre-empting whatever moves might already be in the
pipeline across Australia. For those who are not aware, there are already moves to allow
the televising of Federal Court hearings in Australia, albeit in an embryonic fashion. I
will read some of the extracts from Mr Lipski's article under the heading "Why It Could
Happen Here". I quote in part -

In Supreme Courts around Australia judges are increasingly discussing whether,
and under what circumstances, the television cameras might be allowed into their
courtrooms. A significant but growing minority favours such a fundamental
transformation of the judicial system, the majority is still opposed to it ...

A little later in the article he says -

What is not widely understood is that even as matters stand today any Australian
judge or senior magistrate already has the right to allow television coverage of a
trial...

He goes on a little later to pose what I think is the major question -

But, if it happens, will the interests of justice ultimately be served?
An excellent question. He goes on to answer his own question in this way -

And if it is not a case of "if' but "when', what are some of the safeguards which
the courts, and journalists interested in a free and responsible press, might insist
upon?

He then goes on to discuss a number of issues and ends by stating -

.. there would have to be new guidelines for courtroom behaviour preventing
advocates and prosecutors playing to the cameras. The courts are not parliaments.

I ask members to remember that he is one of the leading thinicing journalists in Australia.
He continues -

But even with guidelines I would have to side with the majority of judges still
sceptical about letting in the cameras. Anybody who has read John Bryson's Evil
Angels, certainly any journalist, would have to be deeply troubled by the dangers
and excesses of trial by media already inherent in the Australian court system.

A little later in the article he states -

Nevertheless, Australian television news and current affairs programs showed us
enough of the distinctive electronic pitfalls during the Chamberlain saga to Live
us serious pause about heading down the American path of bringing the cameras
into court. It was bad enough having them outside.

I am trying to build the case that that day when we do have televised court hearings
without reference to the people or Parliament may be here quicker than we think for the
reasons I have already outlined. We have the chance to investigate the fundamentals that
are inherent in this matter and to give a lead for the rest of Australia. I would like the
House to consider in due course appointing a select committee that could run parallel
with the nomination by perhaps the Chief Justice of a retired judge who might be
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employed by such a committee to act as a consultant and adviser in much the same way
as select or standing committees also employee economists, historians or other experts.
The Parliament and the judiciary could operate conjointly in this way to make the policy
decisions on televised court hearings before we are overtaken by events.
1 repeat: There is no guarantee that we will be overtaken by those events, but equally.
there is every possibility in view of comments by the federal Attorney General that we
might be so overtaken. Michael Lavarch, the federal Attorney General, was quoted as
saying several weeks ago that the Federal Government would be willing to trial the
televising of federal courts in Australia. Most people assume that the conservative nature
of the Australian court system would never itself produce a decision to go down that
path. The fact is that it has happened in the United States of America with what many,
including me, would say are quite awful results. I particularly mention the Bobbitt case
and other cases of notoriety that attracted huge audiences because of their nature. It is a
legitimate area of interest for study. The courts, journalists, the legal profession, the
Parliament and above all else, the public, have an interest. Sometimes all of those groups
have competing interests that should be canvassed.
I commend to the House the way in which I am suggesting the matter should be
addressed. It is a problem that will get bigger before it gets smaller. We have heard
tonight Mr Lipski's own observations about what the Chamberlain case did in those
terms. Many people in the course of the recent Connell trial felt that the inevitable
distortion of what went on in the court each day arose, given the very difficult
circumstances in which television reporters must produce a 60 second news piece out of a
case that has probably run the best part of five or six hours. It is inching closer to us, and
the day will come if we are not careful when a maverick judge or magistrate will decide
of his or her own volition to invite a television station into his or her court for the trial
itself. I am not one who believes that that should be left only to the courts to decide. I
like to think that there are enough enlightened judges and magistrates around Western
Australia who believe that it is not a decision for only them to make, and that it is a
decision they should make only after the fullest consultation at a public level. There is
no better way to put that to the test than by some form of parliamentary scrutiny,
alongside the input that one might expect from a retired Supreme Court or District Court
judge. I support the motion.
MR MARLBOROUGH (Peel) [9.27 pm]: A few issues within my electorate concern
me. One of the most important aspects within the electorate of Peel is the Kwinana
industrial strip. The debate that took place earlier this evening about the supply of power
is crucial not only to the people of the Kwinana, Rockingham and Spearwood region but
to the needs of industry. It is appropriate that the Minister has sought not only an
external inquiry into the events that took place following the blackout but also, it is
hoped, an internal inquiry. I was interested to hear the Minister's resume of events that
took place last week, particularly in the first 24 to 68 hours after that power blackout last
Monday evening. The Minister cannot get away with accepting no blame himself. The
reality of the matter is that as the executive in charge of SECWA he carries a great deal
of responsibility. Although he may have been concerned - and he obviously
demonstrated that by the action he has taken - about the facts he received from within
SECWA about what was going on, as the executive officer in charge of SECWA through
his responsibility as Minister he should have been starting to make his own judgment of
what was taking place within 24 hours of that blackout. I see no evidence of those
judgments being made. As both government and opposition members have spoken on
the issue of power, I will make a couple of points.
Mr C.J. Barnett: I am not ducking for cover, but on the Tuesday there was an acceptance
that the damage was widespread, but that it was in hand. There was not the public
hysteria on the Tuesday; people were accepting the job was being done. However,
people expected to come home on Tuesday and have the power back on. It was not.
They expected to wake up on Wednesday and have the power on. It was not. That is
when public confidence fell away.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I agree.
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Mr C.J. Barnett: I was concerned on the Tuesday because I had a view from the
beginning that the damage was more widespread.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I am not trying to score cheap political points. It was a difficult
time for the Minister and SECWA was correct in saying it was an unusual set of
circmstances. However, we must teamn from such an experience and the Minister
should learn that as the executive in charge of SECWA he carries a great deal of
responsibility for what occurred. I am sure that members, like me, were receiving calls
as late as last Friday. I received a call from a market gardener at Baldivis, but I was able
to get through to the appropriate office in SEC WA and then ring the Rockingham depot.
Pant of the problem is getting the information out to the public. We need go no further
than the white pages in the telephone book. All that is there are a few numbers at head
office. It may be appropriate to include the numbers of local depots. That is the very
reason Howard Sattler was giving out the Minister's direct telephone number on radio. I
heard the Minister say that he was inundated with calls on his ministerial line. It is
extremely frustrating to the woman at home who has a crying baby and is unable to get
through to SEC WA to find out the extent of the problem.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The centralisation of the information collection was one of the major
failings. Where there is a problem that is so widespread it would be better handled
locally. For example, the Kwinana depot could have identified the local problems. That
was not done.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I was able to bypass the main switchboard system and get
through on the old PLO number which I did not know was the ministerial office. I knew
that if I could deal with the problem locally I could get it fixed much more quickly. 1
asked the officer for the Rockingham depot number because I knew the person in charge
there and I was able to tell him what had happened at Baldivis. I did not know that
Baldivis does not come under the Rockingham depot, but the Fremantle depot. The
Minister knows where Baldivis is and that it is within the City of Rockingham. Luckily,
through his local knowledge, the head of the Rockingham depot was able to accept the
message and relay it to the Fremantle depot. The end result was that I was able to tell my
constituent that if his power had not been reconnected by midday he should notify me,
which he did. Within half an hour of his ringing me his power was reconnected. The
inquiry service must address the issue of the lack of information in the white pages, and
this applies to all government departments. If members of Parliament do not have access
to the inside telephone numbers of departments, it can become a nightmare especially if
they are trying to get through to Homeswest or the Water Authority of Western Australia.
A member of Parliament who has a constituent in his office waiting for information could
find himself waiting on a queue. The time of members of Parliament is as valuable as
anyone else's time and often we receive a recorded message saying we are in a queue
and, even worse than that, we have to listen to terrible music which prevents us from
doing anything else. The music drives one crazy.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You are right and a lot of anger was expressed by the public. Given
that the number of phone calls was 100 000 over six hours it would have been physically
impossible to answer each call. Again, there must be a better way of receiving messages
and giving localised information. Telecom has the technology which would allow us to
have a smart service.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: Like the Minister I do not profess to be a professional in that
area. I would have gone through that exercise early in the piece. By Wednesday of last
week I heard that some of the problems were being caused by pole fuses and I could not
understand why the hell SECWA was not using subcontractors to attend to these
problems. The bulk of SECWA's workers would have been involved in the major
breakdowns and subcontractors should have been brought in to attend to the minor
problems. This sont of thing may occur only once a year. but measures should be put in
place for when it does occur.
The power failure which occurred approximately six weeks ago resulted in BP losing
between $9m and $10m in lost production which is a phenomenal loss. It is the only

558 [ASSEMBLY]



(Tuesday, 31 May 1994) 5

refinery in Western Australia and it is BP's largest investment in Australia. It is no
wonder that the company is looking at supplying its power in the future. I admit that that
has been on its agenda for some time and if it goes ahead with it it will be on the basis of
not only its power needs, but also the power needs of other industries. The loss that
occurred in the first major power failure is a production cost which that company should
not be expected to bear.
The Minister and I may disagree on how SECWA should be structured in the future, but
it appears to me as an outsider that this Government is keen, where possible, to introduce
private enterprise methods into its operations. As a result in the future there could be
more power suppliers in the marketplace. If the Government is going down that path it is
no longer appropriate for SEC WA to be protected by legislation which does not make it
responsible for paying penalties for loss of power such as that which occurred to BP. If
we are dinkum about making SEC WA competitive in the marketplace the risks
associated with it should be attached.
Mr C.J. Bamnett: That is fine, but the obvious consequence is that SECWA would
improve its performance but it would have to insure against it and the premium would be
very high. It would came through in electricity charges.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: flat may be the case, but situations like that which occurred to
BP should not be tolerated especially when they are happy to survive in the rough and
tough commercial sector, particularly in regard to oil prices. It makes its own decisions
to cut its cloth to suit the commercial world, but we cannot expect it to cover these losses
through its own insurance policies or corporate policies.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The people in aged persons' homes may not agree. It is debatable.
What happened this time is that the major industries were given high priority. It comes
down to a value judgment - do you put them ahead of aged persons' homes?
Mr MARLBOROUGH: That is right. The Minister and I could easily argue, but I do not
want to because that is a judgment which the Government as the Executive. has to make.
Although the Minister and I would have a great deal of sympathy for aged persons'
homes, what industry is faced with - and I have worked in industry - is acts of God where
the power goes out, the plant cannot produce, and the whole shift or group of workers is
sent home. Therefore, not only is there a loss of production, but also workers may not
have a job in the short or long term. Of the industries in the Kwinana strip. we know that
Alcoa has its own power source, but Western Mining does not. I suggest that if the
Western Mining system went down for three days, it would find it more difficult to Start
up than would BHP because of what has solidified in its pipes. BHP would have a
problem in starting up again, but Western Mining would be in dire straits if it lost power
for that length of time. I am not sure what the report to be prepared by this outside
consultant will say about those matters, but I hope it will address these problems in
SECWA. because they are of major concern. If the Government is heading down the
path of making SECWA more competitive, the days of its being protected from those
sorts of industrial losses are quickly coming to an end.
I put on record my thanks to the SECWA workers and management with whom I dealt,
because I know they worked extremely hard and for long hours to get the power back on,
and they were very responsive to me on behalf of my constituents.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The group that has not been mentioned tonight is the people who
manned the telephones continuously for 24 to 28 hours, and who were much maligned by
the public.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I thank all those people in SECWA who, once they realised
what the problem was, put in the hours necessary to get power restored as quickly as
possible.
I take this opportunity to talk about the Murdoch University campus, which is an
important issue to my electorate. It is a sad situation to see now the interference by the
Government in a decision making process that should have been left in the hands of
professionals who know something about higher education; namely, the Senate of
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Murdoch University. I will run through the sequence of events that has occurred with the
Murdoch University campus. Some two and a half years ago when we were in
government. I saw an opportunity, through Homeswest buildings chat might become
vacant in Kwinana. and being aware that Murdoch and other university campuses were
looking at the south west metropolitan corridor, to get a university within the Town of
Kwinana. To chat end, I organised a meeting with Professor Boyce of Murdoch
University. the mayor of Kwinana and Kwinana councillors. We spent half a day looking
at opportunities that existed in Kwinana. Therefore, I was very much involved in and at
the forefront of that opportunity coming Kwinana's way.
I was delighted when this Government was elected to see that Murdoch was still being
encouraged to look at expanding its campuses into the south west metropolitan corridor.
By this time. the three councils in the south west corridor - Mandurah, Rockinghamn and
Kwinana - had indicated to Cut-tin University and Murdoch University their interest in
doing what they could to attract a campus from either one of those major institutions into
that region. The end result was that Curtin University indicated fairly early in the piece
that it was not interested in coming to the south west metropolitan region but would
continue to concentrate on and put its resources into its campus in Kalgoorlie. where it
had taken over the School of Mines. However. Murdoch University wanted to continue
to pursue the opportunity that existed to come into the region. It spoke to the local
councils and. as a result. the councils of Mandurab. Rockingham and Kwinana put
forward a package that they hoped would be attractive enough to induce Murdoch
University to come into their region.
It is true that although my electorate of Peel straddles evenly the area between
Rockingham and Kwinana. the local councils know that I have a close affiliation with
Kwinana and that I have worked closely with the Kwinana Town Council on its
submission to Murdoch University. However, I have always been in a position to assist
the Rockingham City Council. Mayor Laurie Smith and the City Manager, Garry
Holland. if and when required. The end result was that the Town of Kwinana put
together an exceptional package to induce Murdoch to come into the region. It was a
package which would have seen the Murdoch campus set up in the main street of
Kwinana on Gilmore Avenue- The Kwinana Town Council would have made available
its recreational facilities and some management arrangements for that university campus.
It was willing to enter into an arrangement whereby that campus would get exclusive use
of an oval. Kwinana has a $2.5m arts centre, which was offered as part of the
inducement as a share arrangement which would have been attractive to Murdoch
University.
At the same time, the other two councils put in their submissions, and I think anyone who
is aware of those submissions would agree that it is fair to say that Kwinana's submission
was by far the most outstanding of the submissions. Rockingham City Council simply
relied on the fact that it has been classified as a regional centre since the late 1960s. and
on that basis it will happen in Rockingham anyway. I do not know enough about the
submission made by Mandurah to comment on it. but I know a lot about the Kwinana
submission.
The process of deciding into which of those communities the campus would go was left
to a select committee headed by Professor Roger Lethbridge of Murdoch University.
That was an entirely independent committee, comprising academics from Murdoch
University. Not only did Kwinana put together a package of land, buildings, and
recreational and arts facilities, but also the university was to be part of Kwinana and its
infrastructure. As part of its submission, the Kwinana Town Council put together a
promotional video for the committee. That video had to be put together fairly quickly.
We were running out of time, because it was about two weeks before the deadline for
submissions. We went to videos which the Town of Kwinana and the government of
three years ago put together, and we cut and spliced the footage. This video was
originally used to attract the Navy to the area, and copies were sent to Canberra and
Sydney to be shown to the wives and families of Navy personnel to indicate that
Kwinana is a good place to live. We added four new talking heads to the video, namely,
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a young student from Kwinana High School, who spoke of the advantages of establishing
a university there; the Mayor of Kwinana, Jan Slinger; Sir Charles Court; and I spoke on
the video as the local member.
On the Thursday prior to the decision the Murdoch University committee came to
Kwinana for lunch and we walked its members through the Town of Kwinana. It was
clear an that occasion - although the decision had not been made - from Roger
Lethbridge's comments that the committee was very impressed by the hardworking and
professional efforts of the Kwinana Council led by its mayor, Jan Slinger, and the city
manager, Bob Smillie, all the councillors and the staff involved in putting the project
together.
Euphoria existed in Kwinana on the following Tuesday when it was publicly known that
the independent Murdoch body, headed by Professor Roger Lethbridge, had decided that
Kwinana was the place in which to locate the university. The euphoria occurred because
everyone saw the new opportunities in the town and for Murdoch. It was a courageous
decision because they did not go for the easy option of Rockingham as die regional
centre. They did not decide on Mandurah for reasons of their own. They decided on
Kwinana, as they told us, not only because of the opportunity for students of the south
west metropolitan region, but also because it was felt that the town wanted the university
and would work hand in hand towards its achievements.
The independent body having made that independent decision, let us consider the
benefits the university campus should and would have brought to the region. In July of
this year the Kwinana Freeway will officially reach Kwinana. Therefore, a student living
in Perth to the south of the Swan River - even to the north, I suppose - would be no more
than 20 minutes from a new campus at Kwinana. Students in Mandurah would be 20
minutes from the campus. The next major population area to the south is Bunbury,
which is another two hours away. Therefore, Kwinana represented a central location and
the community wanted the facility.
After the independent body had made the decision, the most blatant political
manoeuvring in which this Government has engaged was undertaken. The Minister for
Education decided that political expediency came before the education needs of the
people of the south west metropolitan area. He demonstrated that view when he
overruled the independent Murdoch body. He established a sham committee headed by
Professor Gordon Stanley, and he put on that committee the heads of the Deparment of
Planning and Urban Development and the Department of Training. The Minister allowed
representatives from the state and federal Departments of Employment, Education and
Training. Local government was allowed to make submissions to the committee.
The minute the committee was formed people like the Mayor of Kwinana, the city
manager, the community and I knew that die opportunity for Kwinana to grow beyond
the year 2000 was to be taken away. Why? It was not because of educational
requirement; it was simply because the Minister decided that it was politically
advantageous to the Government to reject the needs of the community of Kwinana and to
make a decision to divide the campus between Mandurab and Rockingham. The
Government hopes to retain the seat of Mandurah and to win the seat of Rockingham, so
the Minister grasped a political opportunity.
From an educational point of view, we ended up with the weakest of all options. In its
first year the small campus will take no more than 100 students- Instead of a single
central location, the campus will be split. It will be a Mickey Mouse exercise with little
educational value. Most importantly, this was a golden opportunity which was stolen
from the people of Kwinana and their hardworking mayor. councillors and staff. This
was for one reason alone; that is, the Minister for Education saw the political advantage
in placing the institution in Mandurah and Rockingham and ignoring the educational
benefits to the south west metropolitan region of a Kwinana location.
MS WARNOCK (Perth) [9.58 pm]: In my contribution to the Address-in-Reply I shall
refer to three specific matters of interest to the electors of Perth.
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It would come as no surprise to members to hear that I oppose the trench, as I call it, also
known as the so-called northern bypass, which is proposed to run through parts of
Northbridge and East Perth. The bypass would bisect the electorate of Perth. I have
made my opposition to the proposal clear publicly many times, along with my federal
colleague Stephen Smith. before and after my election as the member for Perth.
My constant argument against this proposal, which I have documented thoroughly
before, was fuelled in recent days by a letter I received from a former town planner. This
gentleman has been retired for many years and was previously in charge of the
engineering division of the state planning department for some 15 years. His name is
Harry Morris. I spoke with him at some length yesterday about a letter he wrote to me.
Mr Morris commended a letter written by me and Stephen Smith to The West Australian
of 9 May. He commended the idea that we expressed in this letter that a fundamental
assessment of all options was required and not an intellectual attachment to the 1963
metropolitan region scheme plan for an inner city ring road around Perth. In a letter to
me in which he quotes his unpublished letter to The West Australian newspaper, this
retired town planner. Mr Harry Morris, speaks of an inner city ring road or freeway -
which he dubs a 'moat' - which was bludgeoned into the region scheme as a pet
geometric engineering exercise by the Main Roads Department, without the term
",planning" having ever been discussed. I am referring to statements in the letter written
by Mr Morris to me. According to him -

Not one single person on the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority had ever
seen a Freeway. let alone have any concept of the effect of a Freeway on the
environment.

In writing this letter to me. Mr Morris laid out his skills, background and qualifications
for making these comments and stressed that he had been the head of the engineering
section of the department for 15 years and was intimately involved in the planning that
went on at the time. He went on to ask: Why in the name of common sense if the main
purpose of the proposed new road was to be a bypass - that is certainly what it is called -
are these cars being brought into the city to bypass it? I agree with him when he says -

... if you are going to by pass the Inner City, then such activity should take place
well away from the City instead of in its heart.

That gets to the heart of the matter and the objections of many of my constituents in East
Perth and Northbridge and in other parts of the electorate to this road. Those comments
sum up those objections very properly. This retired planner, who was at the top of his
profession here for 15 years and very intimately caught up in the planning events of the
early 1960s. from which this present plan originates. says one thing about these events
that cannot be ignored. This is important. He says -

... the Inner Ring Freeway (Moat) was incorporated in the 1963 Region Scheme
without any Planning considerations what so ever, and since that unfortunate date
there seems to have been nobody with the guts to examine how the whole thing
came about, or to challenge the origin of this classical holy cow.

Mr Morris sent me a very long letter which I will not bother to detail here because it goes
into a lot of planning detail of the time. It is available publicly. He gave me permission
to use it in the Parliament. He is very happy to discuss this matter with anybody who is
interested in the trench or northern bypass issue. Mr Morris contends that the Main
Roads Department took charge of the matter then as it seems to have done now and that
planning considerations of a wider kind, concern for people and the natural and built
environment seem to have been totally ignored and that they seem to have been placed on
the backburner. Mr Morris gives a very detailed account of the events of the time and
how the original plan for an inner city ring road was made by engineers with geometry on
their minds. This is the same plan, in effect, that is being rolled up to us right now. The
letter goes on -

It was the most cavalier decision that was ever taken on a major planning decision
that will affect the life of Perth for the next hundred years. It was wrong then. It
is wrong now, and it would be wrong in the future.
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I had a long chat with Mr Morris this week. He is still puzzled about how this early plan
has become Holy Writ. He concludes that having invested so much public money in
buying up the land - we all know that all of this land has been bought up in the area for
the past 30 years - too many would lose face if we were simply to announce that this is a
bad idea and to say, "Let's forget about the whole thing; it will divide the city up again
just as the railway has done for many years and we have to think of another way."
1, Mr Morris, Mr Stephen Smith and many hundreds of my constituents believe we
simply must think of another way. Mr Morris suggests - and I agree - that we opt for a
low-key solution to the problem of moving traffic from east to west and that we have
another bridge across the river. He suggested that we opt for a one-way pair, using two
streets in the area or perhaps diffusing traffic to a number of streets in the area, and defer
any decision on a major road treatment for many years. He simply does not believe the
traffic projections that have been produced by the committee concerned with this road.
He says that if we leave it for a couple of years, it is very possible that we may find that
we do not need a major road there at all. I have to agree with him.
I will now turn to another matter, the water supply in West Perth. This matter was
brought to my attention by some of my constituents who live in an apartment block in
West Perth. They asked me to bring this issue to the attention of the Parliament and the
Minister for Water Resources. I am happy to do that this evening. I have with me three
objects that I would like to display on the Table after I have explained what they are. I
wondered whether I could display them for the remainder of the proceedings today.
They are illustrative of the point I wanted to make. When I first saw them, I thought they
were some attractive ceramic sculptures and that a young artist was putting some of his
work outside my place for me to see. I thought they looked like rather interesting
ceramic objects. However, they smelt rather vile. Upon my constituents' explanation. I
discovered that they are water filters. The dirty objects are water filters which have been
in a water machine for a couple of months. Members will see that the original water
filter in front of me is pristine white. I told my constituents from West Perth that there
was no point in giving me the two dirty water filters if they did not give me a clean one
with which I could compare them. I am sorry that the Minister is not here to see this
excellent display of sculpture. I can -see that the member for Cottesloe has a very
interesting idea of what these objects may be. But, no: this is not a piece of' sculpture or
whatever else he might be thinking. Thbis is a clean water filter before Perth water has
passed through it.
I asked these residents whether they would mind signing a petition about this matter. As
they were shy and retiring people they did not want to do that. They live in a block of
apartments in the inner city area. They were dissatisfied with the quality of water coming
through the pipes in their units. They installed water filters for the whole block of flats.
These two dirty objects in front of me are used water filters. When they were recently
removed after approximately three months, the previously pristine white water filters had
turned into these dirty ones. If members would like to sniff them, they will find that they
smell rather bad. It is pretty horrifying to think that this is what the rest of us who do not
have the benefit of a filter on our water supply are drinking every day. These dirty water
filters look horrible. The water may not be toxic, but if it results in turning a clean water
filter into the state of these dirty ones it certainly seems to be pretty unhealthy to me.
My constituents - they obviously enjoy pretty good quality water provided by these
expensive fancy filters - want to know why the quality of Perth water is so rough, and no
doubt the rest of us should well be asking what sort of quality of water we are being
served up every day through our unfiltered pipes. Is it all right, Mr Acting Speaker, for
me to table these items for the duration of today's sitting?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Day): Order! It is not possible to table them but it is
possible for them to be laid on the Table for the duration of today's sitting.
Ms WARNOCK: They are a little unsightly, but perhaps they could be put on the Table.
[ would hate the Minister for Water Resources to miss the opportunity to see them.
I will address another even more serious matter in my electorate. I have been visited by a
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number of Aboriginal constituents with two issues on their minds. One issue is children
in the streets late at night, which is familiar to those who have visited the Northbridge or
city areas. The other issue is adults affected by alcohol, particularly drinking in parks.
Everybody in this Parliament is acutely aware of the problems some Aborigines have
through the excessive use of alcohol. The Government has recently released a major
statement of intent in the form of a committee repont on Aboriginal affairs in this state. It
is a very large document in which a task force lays out what it sees as the proper direction
for Aboriginal affairs and policies, giving facts and figures about the well known
disadvantages of the indigenous people of Western Australia. None of this will come as
a surprise to anybody in this Parliament. The report is of interest to me because it has
coincided with a number of phone calls to me by Aboriginal people regarding the
concern they have about their community. There are not a large number of Aboriginal
people in the Perth area who are permanent residents, but there are a number of services
catering for the Aboriginal people there. such as the medical service, the legal service and
hostels. There are others such as the Noongar Alcohol and Substance Abuse Service.
which serves people who are troubled by alcohol abuse. There is. a long established
Aboriginal advancement centre in Beaufort Street. I am aware of all these things. I have
been speaking to a number of Aboriginal people in my area who have come to me
regularly with their concerns.
The calls I have received lately have been about a large group of Aborigines who
frequent parks in Northbridge with their friends. I make the point firmly that the people
who have called me have no wish to involve their fellows in the criminal justice system.
In that I absolutely support them. We are all aware that drunkenness has been
decriminalised. and under no circumstances would I seek to involve the people I am
speaking about in the justice system. It is notorious in its failure. Particularly in this
state far too many Aborigines go through the system, and so we would not want to see
the justice system involved. The Aborigines who have called me believe that some other
way must be found to protect not only those people in the parks, some of whom are
obviously suffering from alcohol abuse, hut also those young people who wander around
Northbridge late at night.
A number of things have been put to me by the Aboriginal community, one of which has
been referred to in the Government's task force report. Most of us have heard of the
community patrols which are a feature of life in some country and outback towns in
Western Australia. Certainly reports that I have received about them lately from both
police and Aboriginal people indicate they play a very important role in reducing the
arrst and imprisonment rate of Aboriginal people by focusing on providing them with
some sont of community support and assistance when they are at risk from excessive
alcohol consumption. domestic violence, disturbances and so on. In recent days I have
discussed with a number of people whether we in the metropolitan area might have a
similar sort of community patrol. I am well aware of how much more difficult it would
be to run it in Perth than in a country town, where a number of people are in the same
family group of Aborigines. Nevertheless, my discussions with very many Aboriginal
communities in Perth have suggested that the idea of a community patrol, largely run by
Aboriginal people themselves with the assistance of Aboriginal police aides and some
other government servants, would go a long way towards helping those people in the
parks and also doing something about those young people at risk in the streets at night.
I am concerned about what should happen to those people who are in the parks.
Obviously it is okay in the summer but quite clearly it is not good to be outside in the
weather of the last few weeks. The onset of winter will be a great health risk to them. I
was concer-ned to read a story in The West Australian this morning that one of the
Aboriginal shelters relied on in the Perch area was forced to shut at the weekend because
of some problems with an insurance policy. I am very familiar with this hostel and I
know the gentleman who works there at night. He is a recovering alcoholic himself and
is very concerned to do as much as he can to help his people who wander at large in the
Perth area. There are many reasons why people are there. Some have come to town for
medical reasons and not gone home: some have no home to go to and depend on one or

564



[Tuesday, 31 May 1994]56

two night shelters in the Perth area to help them out. I spent a good deal of time on the
telephone today trying to sort out this problem. I was not able to discover whether it had
been sorted out, but I hope it will be very soon. The Aborigines who have spoken at
length about this problem have said to me that they need not fewer shelters but more.
There is a suggestion that a former shelter in Palmerston Street that closed for various
reasons at the end of last year should be reopened to become a hostel or night shelter for
the many Aboriginal people found in the area. I support that and I anm working very hard
with a number of Aboriginal groups in the area to see that it happens. Funding can be
found somewhere in the system for this shelter to be reopened. Also, somebody good,
knowledgeable and sympathetic could be found to run that shelter.
Another matter people brought to my attention, and this brings us back to the community
patrols, is that people in the parks, who are suffering perhaps the effects of alcohol abuse,
need some sort of drying out shelter to go to in order to rehabilitate themselves. Opinion
differs about where this place should be. but there is no doubt that this kind of centre is
needed in the area.
Mr Bloffwitch: Haven't they got one in Perth?
Ms WARNOCK: There is one run by the Salvation Army which is largely used by
Aboriginal people. There is a need for some other sort of facility, and I am having
discussions about how that might be established.
Mr Bloffwitch: There are too many for that one?
Ms WARNOCK: Yes. There is the further problem of young people taking intoxicating
substances which are not necessarily illegal, such as toluene, and sniffing glue. There is
no place to go at the moment for young people under 18 suffering the effects of
intoxicating substances. There is no organisation in Perth, although there are lots of
hostels and shelters. None of those places will take them on, for various legal and
medical reasons. There is a need for a detox centre, as everyone calls it, in that area. I
hope that further discussions with groups of people who deal with the young in that area
will come up with a solution to that problem.
These are two very serious problems in the area. I am grateful to the large number of
Aboriginal people to whom I have spoken lately about these problems for taking me into
their confidence and assisting me in working out what we might do about these two
matters. Clearly, further discussion must take place. It is a sensitive matter and nothing
would be worse for the history of Aboriginal-white relations in this country than for a
white person to go blundering into the matter and suggest that this, that or the other might
be the solution. I am confident that between us all, as people of goodwill who are trying
to work on the matter in the Perth area, we will come up with a solution to both of these
problems - the matter of the young people who are in town at night and perhaps at risk of
some harm coming to them either health wise or in terms of their personal safety, and
certainly some help for those people in the parks who are causing a great deal of concern
to fellow Aborigines.
An Aboriginal gentleman who works for the Catholic Church in the area and who has
long been a recovering alcoholic, as he put it, wrote me a touching letter telling me how
urgent he believed the matter was. He has a particular concern about it because of his
connection with the Catholic Church. He and the Father who runs the Catholic parish in
the area spend most of their time burying Aborigines who are dying from the effects of
alcohol related diseases. They regard the problem as acute and have asked me to address
it in this place on their behalf.
Having brought those matters to the attention of the Parliament, I will continue to work
very hard on those two problems with my constituents. I hope that with the help of
members of the Government who are concerned with these matters we will be able to
come up with a solution.

Amendment to Motion
Ms WARNOCK: I move -
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That the following words be added to the motion -

but this House regrets to inform His Excellency that the Government has
fadled to give appropriate attention and adequate resources to ensure the
vulnerable and very young are protected and assisted.

MR BROWN (Morley) [10.22 pml: [ support the amendment moved by the member
for Perth. I do so because it encapsulates a very important issue which faces the
community and which should concern the Government and all people who are concerned
about the wellbeing of the less fortunate and vulnerable in our society. I will not talk
broadly on the issue but concentrate my remarks on the protection of the very young, in
particular those who find themselves in the unfortunate position of being subject to child
abuse. The sad fact is that inadequate resources and attention have been given to the
issue of child abuse. We have seen recent publicity on this matter in The West
Australian. In addition, inadequate resources and attention have been given to
counselling required by people in desperate situations who are seeking help. I will
concentrate on the child abuse issue.
Some publicity was given to this matter in today's Th1e West Australian. A commentary
by the reporter on page 3 has this to say -

.. social workers fear this could end in the death or serious injury of a child from
abuse or neglect.

Reference is made to the fact that child abuse cases are not being investigated quickly.
The article continues -

A non-government agency that deals with children claimed some cases it had
referred to the department had not been investigated.
The agency. which did not want to be named, said inexperienced officers had also
classified bona fide cases as unsubstantiated.

Those comments and others that are made by the Australian Association of Social
Workers and the WA Council of Social Service indicate very clearly the degree of
neglect that is being shown in this area.
Mr Nicholls: Neglect by whom?
Mr BROWN: Neglect by the Government in allocating appropriate resources and
attention to the issue of child abuse.
Mr Nicholls: Are you saying that the Government is neglecting child abuse?
Mr BROWN: The paper clearly indicates that. with the level of resources and the
improper planning that is being provided in this area. there is a major problem with child
abuse. The problem is not being addressed with the resources and the intensity it
requires. That problem would be bad enough if it was not for the fact that the
Government professed to be concerned about this matter in launching in this state on
26 April an Abuse in Families Campaign. That campaign was designed allegedly to look
after people within families who are facing abuse. One would have thought that, if the
Government were serious about that, it would have properly researched the question; that
before launching a campaign it would have ensured that the resources were in place to
meet the demand that has been created by that campaign; that it would have ensured that
all the back-up was available to ensure that the campaign could run effectively and
efficiently: and that it would at least investigate the position prior to launching the
campaign to ensure that the people who needed this assistance could be assisted. Let us
look at the type of assistance that is required.
Mr Nicholls: Do you understand the campaign? You don't even understand what you
are talking about.
Mr BROWN: Let us look at the degree of the problem. It is outlined in the
Government's own publication which talks about the definition of child abuse and goes
on to record the levels. It says -
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The Department for Community Development recorded 5 570 allegations of child
abuse in 1992/93. This was an increase of 27 per cent over 199 1-92 figures. Of
all allegations reported in 1992193, 40 per cent were either substantiated or the
child was considered at risk.
Of the substantiated and at risk allegations, 33 per cent related to physical abuse,
31 per cent related to neglect, 30 per cent related to sexual abuse and 5 per cent
related to emotional abuse.

One would have thought that those statistics were alarming and that, before any
campaign was launched, there would have been proper planning in every respect,
particularly in ensuring that back-up was available.
Let us see what the Minister said about this campaign. On 26 April in a prepared press
statement the Minister outlined what the campaign was about. He stated that it was a
campaign to encourage people to break the silence which hides a lot of abuse in families.
The campaign was not the Government saying. "Well, we have a major problem for
which we are providing resources." It is saying that there is a hidden problem which is
greater than we realise and that we must ensure, as a society, that that problem comes to
the surface and that we instil confidence in the community to come forward with those
concerns so that they can be dealt with.
Mr Nicholls: Do you agree with that?
Mr BROWN: I agree that the matters need to be dealt with.
Mr Nicholls: But you don't support the campaign?
Mr BROWN: Those are the Minister's words. If he listens for a moment he will
understand exactly what I am saying; the only thing is that he needs to be quiet for a little
while. The press report also states that if people call they can get longer term help with
different problems. The public are told clearly that the Government is establishing this
help line: that it understands it is a problem; that if they telephone they will be assisted;
and that it has all the planning in place and can assist them. That is what the people were
led to believe; that is what the Government would like them to believe, If the
Government were really concerned it would have done all that proper planning, not
simply the planning in the imagery because lots of planning is done in terms of imagery.
We see in this report that the important thing was to get the imagery right- This report
does not deal with resources, numbers of trained people or how to deal with these issues
quickly, but in part deals with the Donovan research. That was not a research project
undertaken to ascertain the adequacy of the services provided, the professionalism of the
assistance provided, or the future. implications of what an advertising campaign may
draw. The Donovan research was designed as research about public opinion.
Mr Nicholls: It was designed about attitude.
Mr BROWN: The second pant of this document concentrates on public opinion. There
exists the public opinion issue and the matter of resources to assist people in need.
However, what has been properly researched is the public perceptions issue. The
research has not taken place in providing the backup resources in a variety of areas. I
received an answer on 10 May from the Minister to a question on notice in which I asked
about the Government ensuring that it had the backup. The question asks -

Prior to the Government launching its campaign to reduce the incidence of abuse
in families, was a thorough analysis carried out on the funding needed to provide
a comprehensive service to victims of abuse?

That is not a bad question. There is nothing too tricky about it. It simply asks whether
before launching an $800 000 advertising campaign an analysis was done on the capacity
of the existing funding to meet demand. The answer states -

A comprehensive study has been undertaken of all progranms and services
receiving DCD funding. The community industry services study will be
completed in the near future ...
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The campaign is launched and the advertising is under way, but we do not know the
resource implications because the study on that is not yet completed.
Mr Nicholls: Instead of grandstanding and making these outlandish allegations you
should understand that the campaign is about addressing the attitude of condoning the
action that leads to abuse. Fully trained counsellors operating the Family Helpline are
there as a resource.
Mr BROWN: The Minister should not try to wheedle out of it in that way. In his own
statement he said that people would get backup services.
Mr Nicholls: Where they need it.
Mr BROWN: That is right; it is obviously not where they do nlot need it. Why would
one refer people to services which they did not need?
Mr Nicholls: You give me one case.
Mr BROWN: I will not give the Minister individual cases in this Parliament. What
would he do with that breach of confidentiality? Surely the Minister knows better than
that!
Mr Nicholls: Are you telling me you have one case? You do not have anything but a
whinge.
Mr BROWN: The Minister should stand up and tell us there are not any.
Mr Nicholls: I amn telling you that I do not know of any.
Mr BROWN: The press report must have been wrong this morning. For a Minister who
does not know of any cases he was quoted this morning as saying that the Government is
looking at ways of getting staff: that staffing is a problem; and that some cases are not
being investigated. I appreciate that a day in politics is a long time, and that sometimes it
is difficult to recall what was said in the morning, but that is what the Minister said. The
question on notice is not difficult.
Mr Nicholls: You do not even understand what you are talking about.
Mr BROWN: I understand all too well.
Mr Nicholls: Do you understand what the campaign is about?
Mr B3ROWN: Yes. The campaign is about what the Minister said in his statement. He
encourages people to break the silence, and states that people who call can get longer
term help with different problems.
Mr Nicholls: You are selectively quoting. The statement says that people can call the
Family Helpline, and that if they cannot get support or need longer term help they will be
directed towards support mechanisms - qualified people and backup services in their
communities.
Mr BROWN: I will read it to the Minister because it does not say that. I know amnesia
is a bit difficult to cope with. It states -

Staff by trained counsellors, the Family Helpline would listen to people's
problems, offer suggestions about what could be done immediately, and refer
callers to sources of longer-term help with different problems.

Mr Nicholls: Right. that is people who call the Family Helpline.
Mr BROWN: It does not say, "In your local community' or "Your friends and
neighbours". Whether or not the Minister likes it. the press release implies that people
who have been encouraged by the flashy advertising campaign to telephone can get this
assistance.
If the Minister thought this is all okay he is pretty touchy about it. It has really hit a raw
nerve; it is unbelievable. The Minister will not let me get anything else out. I have
covered about one point so far and the Minister has taken up all the speech. There is a
good indication of whenever one hits a raw nerve with the Government: It is a bit like
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when the dentist's drill hits a raw nerve and the patient scants jumping around
everywhere. That is what has occurred today. This shows that the Government is mare
interested in imagery than substance; it is more interested in imagery than reality.
Mr Nicholls: It shows that you have absolutely no understanding of what is going on.
Mr BROWN: I must be wrong;, so must the Council of Social Service and all the other
commentators who have either contacted me or written in the Press. We know that the
Minister is a good Minister and that normally he is the only one right on these issues!
Mr Nicholls: And your criticism of the program is the way to go?
Mr BROWN: No, the Minister does not listen. Listening is a real skill and requires one
to be quiet; to disengage the mouth and open the ears. It is quite a skill and is difficult
for some people. If the Minister listened he could find out something; and if he found out
something he could improve this matter. It is impossible to have a conversation if both
people are talking at the same time. There is certainly nothing wrong with a high profile
campaign which is designed to encourage people away from abuse within the family.
However, it is grossly wrong to create the impression in the public mind that a person
should come forward if he needs assistance when that assistance cannot be provided
because of the lack of resources. What does that do to the people who need assistance?
It absolutely destroys them and they will never seek assistance again. They will hide
themselves simply because after they had finally mustered the courage to ring someone
about the abuse they had encountered they were told, 'We will get to you in time. Your
case will probably be investigated within five or six days." It destroys any faith those
people may have in the advertisements they have been invited to believe in.
Mr Nicholls: I challenge you to identify one case where people who have called the help
line as a result of that campaign have not received any help.
Mr BROWN: It is not a question of not having received any help.
Several members interjected.
Mr Nicholls: You are so hypocritical. In the time that you were in government you
actually reduced the resources.
Mr BROWN: If the Minister wants to talk about imagery I will refer to some of his press
statements. Over a six month period he announced the same thing four times. He is very
good at announcing new initiatives which really are old ones.
Mr Nicholls: Which one?
Mr BROWN: I refer to the 20 people in the Department for Community Development.
Mr Nicholls: You are reinforcing it.
Mr BROWN: The Minister is reinforcing it. It is another new initiative and I am
surprised the Minister has not made another statement - they come out with monotonous
regularity.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Day): Order! The member for Motley has one minute left
and he should be given the opportunity to complete his speech in relative silence.
Mr BROWN: It is unfortunate that on such an important issue as child abuse there has
not been proper planning, imagery has been placed ahead of reality and sufficient funds
and attention have not been allocated. More importantly, it is disgraceful that staff of the
DCD understand that any discussion by them about the problems they face, not of
individual cases, will result in severe disciplinary action against them or dismissal.
Mr Nicholls: That is outrageous. What a load of rot!
Mr BROWN: Let us hear the Minister deny that.
MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [10.43 pm]: Members on both sides of the House would
consider child abuse to be a matter of utmost seriousness. The Opposition will continue
to address ths issue to reduce the problem and to assist the victims.
Mr Nicholls: Do you support the member for Morley's comments?
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Mr KOBELKE: The Minister should be quiet for a moment. He is showing contempt for
this issue. It is a serious issue and the Minister should not treat it in any other way.
The Opposition is concerned about the sexual and general abuse of children, One would
hope that this Minister is also concerned and will ti-eat this issue seriously, I will Live
him the benefit of the doubt and I hope he will behave in a way which shows he does
treat it seriously.
This is a complex issue and in the time available to me I will not be able to fully canvass
its complexity. Therefore. I will skate over the issues which should really be expanded
upon. Any approach by the Government must look. firstly, at the treatment of those
people who have been abused; and secondly, at the legislative enforcement of
prohibitions against child abuse - the laws must not only be in place, but also must be
effectively policed. Thirdly. the Government must consider prevention to ensure that
fewer people fall into situations of abuse. However, this Government has difficulty in
getting the right mix and being effective in the way it is handling problems of child
abuse.
I assume the Minister is concerned about child abuse and that during his term as Minister
he will do something to minimise the problems and assist the victims. In order to do that
the Government must consider the three components I have mentioned. On the one hand
it is no good publicly promoting this issue and asking people to break the silence and
come forward without providing the resources and the necessary counselling. On the
other hand, it is no good having a huge pile of resources for treatment and not putting any
preventive programs in place. There must be a mix which works and I am sure the
Government is trying to do that. However, the evidence shows that the Government has
not got the mix right and it must seriously consider what is happening within the
Department for Community Development to overcome the problems and provide the
assistance that is required.
When the Government runs high profile media campaigns it must ensure that they are
effective, and that is not easily achieved. In the 10 years the Labor government was in
office this state led Australia in trying to combat smoking. I read a report by the
Australian Medical Association this week which said that Western Australia still leads
Australia. In the case of smoking we are trying to change social attitudes and it has some
relevance to how social attitudes towards child abuse can be changed. This state spent
millions of dollars in the last decade trying to be effective in reducing the rate of smoking
and the health problems that flow from it. The wide consensus across Australia is that
this state has been effective in that area.
In this instance the Minister has implemented a campaign costing over Sun and there is
real concern that the money has not been effectively spent. I am not saying that the
Minister is not trying his best. Hopefully he will listen for a change and take on board
the Opposition's concerns and determine whether he can address them. The campaign
must be effective and I will not go into that area now because it is very complex and it
will take more time than I have available to me to explain it. When it comes to using
mass media techniques and a phone-in line in an attempt to change public perception and
draw out those people who are suffering from abuse it is not a simple matter. One
attitudinal research survey by Donovan is not sufficient to put in place a program which
can be effective in preventing child abuse. I hope it will be. but there are grave doubts
that it is.
The previous speaker suggested that a far more integrated program should be put in
place. This program should include not only research, but also support for the victims of
abuse and programs aimed at the perpetrators to prevent them from continuing to abuse.
The Budget papers for the current financial year refer to the Government's program in
this area. I will refer to those papers briefly. Under the heading "Significant Issues and
Trends" it states -

Urgent and increasing demand in the area of child protection and other crisis
work has impacted on the quality of care the Department can provide for wards of
the State.
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It is recognised in that statement that the demand is growing, and that the department has
not been able to maintain standards because of the huge growth of demand in that area.
Mr Nicholls, That statement says nothing about maintaining standards.
Mr KOBELKE: It states that it has impacted on the quality af care the department can
provide. I assume that with a heavier workoad the quality of care would not have
improved.
Mr Nicholls: That is an assumption.
Mr KOBELKE: It can mean only one thing; it has been impacted on in a way that has
been deleterious to the standard of care that can be provided. Under the heading "Major
Achievements for 1992/93: Care and Protection of Children" it states -

Initiatives in dealing with the subject of child abuse included:
funding of $360,000 to non-government agencies to deliver treatment
services to children, individuals and families who have experienced child
sexual abuse;..

I ask the Minister whether that money has been spent in the current year.
Mr Nicholls: 1 understand it has.
Mr KOBELKE: Does the $180 000 funding for the Abuse in Families Campaign cover
the same area?
Mr Nicholls: Not necessarily. I was trying to get the message to the former speaker that
the Abuse in Families Campaign is not specifically directed at child abuse but is directed
at any abuse in families.
Mr KOBELKE: Will the Government spend half the amount over a wider area?
Mr Nicholls: No. but it includes spouse abuse, child abuse and so on. Members opposite
do not want to listen to the facts.
Mr KOBELKE: The money allocated in this campaign to non-government agencies to
deliver treatment services to children and individuals is half the amount spent in the
current financial year. If it applies to different matters, I ask the Minister to clarify that.
if he will lay the facts on the table, I will accept them but I will not accept his yelling in
order to waste time while he is not listening to the points raised. Under the heading of
"Major Planned Achievements for 1993/94" is the following -

Strengthening quality assurance in case practice through the introduction of a new
Senior Casework Supervisor role, formalisation of the Case Practice Manual,
improved case file management systems and Foundation Skills Training for all
new field staff.

That quality assurance is causing great angst to workers in the field who are having some
difficulty trying Co deal with the workload placed on them, and must now meet these
particular criteria. I am not arguing with the intent of the criteria. I assume it is to try to
improve the quality of the service and make it more effective and efficient. I have a copy
of The West Australian dated 1 June 1994 which refers to allegations being made as
follows -

Child abuse cases are being downgraded or improperly handled by overworked
and inexperienced Department for Community Development staff, claims an
agency that helps troubled families.

I have been very aware of that in my area.
Mr Nicholls: Why have you not brought it to my attention?
Mr KOBELKE: People have come to me and expressed their concern that the
department is not able to cope. The article further states -

- . overworked and stressed staff had little time to investigate reports properly.
The Minister asks why I have not brought it to his attention. An earlier speaker said that
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if we raised cases in this place, we could cause damage to those individuals involved, If
we raised the matter through officers of the department, we could cause them to be put
under additional stress and even perhaps subject to victimisation by the Minister. We
certainly will not set people up. I will give the Minister a pseudo example which I raised
with him in this Chamber behind the Chair some weeks ago. I drew his attention to the
case of a young child who could not get the treatment, counselling and support she
needed through the Department for Community Development. I said I would not provide
the name because I had not been authorised by the family to do so. and I understood the
difficulties in that department. I will mention some of the facts of that case in a more
general way to give the Minister an example to which he can relate. The case involved a
young girl who was very vulnerable and not in a position to protect herself. A male in a
parenting role had sexually abused her in a fairly severe way. She had finally broken
through and reported it, and action had been taken. It had come to the Department for
Community Development and the police. The girl had to deal with a very stressful
personal situation, and part of her difficulty was that someone she had looked on as her
father would be in gaol for many years for what he had done to her. She understood that.
She needed counselling because. in addition to the stress from the whole range of
incidents, she felt guilty for what would happen to the person she saw as her father. The
Department for Community Development contracted out the psychological counselling to
help the girl. Through a range of problems - not all with the Department for Community
Development - that girl went for a month without receiving any support. This young
child, a victim of sexual abuse, was totally stressed out and unable to cope, but she could
not receive the support she needed. I can vouch for that case personally. How many
more young children are in that situiation? I mentioned this to the Minister weeks ago.
How many more children are the unsupported victims of sexual or physical abuse? They
report to the Department for Community Development and they cannot get the support
they need. The Minister for Community Development is running a high profile media
campaign and neglecting the need to put in place the support services.
I am aware from speaking to individuals working in the Department for Community
Development at Mirrabooka - and this has gone to the Minister - that they are put in an
impossible situation. The Minister asked why I did not report it. Those people did not
want me to take action. I understood the pressure they were put under by this Minister.
They have difficulty coping because of the position in which they were put by the
Government. I respect those people because they are committed people trying to do a
professional job to the best of their ability, caring for the victims of abuse, to the point at
which they have breakdowns. are stressed out, must quit their jobs. or seek transfers
because they cannot cope. The article in The West Australian. which I cannot vouch for,
further states -

They said in a letter to DCD acting director general Bob Fisher that excruciating
demands were being placed on staff and their general inability to cope was
resulting in burnout and fatigue.. .
"Workers now operate in an atmosphere of fear and anxiety created by the
likelihood that should something go wrong they would be unsupported." the letter
read.
The Mirrabooka staff outlined similar concerns in a letter to the acting director
general 12 months ago. They received no reply.

They have taken action again, and I have heard there is a threat of industrial action
because of the pressures on these people. The Minister must listen to what is going on in
his department. He may not like it but, if the matter is to be remedied, he must listen.
Those employees work under the Minister, and that puts them in an inferior position in
which they would be loath to speak out and indicate that they are having trouble coping.
When they organise themselves as a group and write a letter expressing their concerns,
they receive no reply. What is left to them? My knowledge of these people is that they
are committed, caring professionals who want to do the best for the people they are asked
to work for and with. However, they are put in a position in which they simply cannot
cope. They know that if they simply walk away from it, the Minister will not put anyone
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else in their place. This raises one of the key problems we have in this area; namely, the
shortage of trained and experienced people. The Minister cannot simply offer dollars to
buy skilled professionals who can assess cases of child abuse and provide support and
counsel. The pressures under which these people are being put is exacerbating that
shortage of trained and experienced people, because they simply cannot stay in the job,
They cannot continue to deal with situations which are traumatic for their clients, and
where they in empathy pick up some of that trauma. The people who work in this field
cannot go home at 6.00 pmn or 7.00 pm and forget about all the traumatic situations with
which they have dealt during the day. It is a highly stressful job. In addition, these
people are being asked to take on workloads with which they cannot cope and with which
no-one could be expected to cope.
These people are also, as I mentioned earlier, confronted with expectations in regard to
their professionalism and responsibilities which put them out on a limb. They also have
doubts about whether they will receive any support from their superiors, the Minister and
this Government if they make a mistake in judgment about someone in their care and the
case hits the headlines, or even if they make a correct judgment which, over time, leads
to unforeseen circumstances.
Mr Nicholls: That is not the context in which this statement is made. The context is that
12 months ago, there was the Melissa report which affected some people from the
Mirrabooka office, and there was then a degree of anxiety about accountability and
statements made by the authority.
Mr KOBELKE: The Minister can address that in his speech. I understand the
background. I said earlier that I am not opposed to that process in itself. The problem is
that it is another pressure being placed on workers in this field which is making it
impossible for them to cope. The Minister must address the totality of the issue and not
skim over it with a public relations campaign, which I have run out of time to speak on.
Today the Minister answered a question which I put on notice on 11 May. The Minister
spent $500 000 on television advertising, and $215 000 on a help line, which to my
knowledge only duplicates existing services. The Minister can argue that it is different,
but we already have Crisis Care and a number of groups which run telephone counselling
services and can refer people on, and I believe that $215 000 could have been better
spent. The Minister also spent $105 000 on local community-based initiatives, and
$180 000 to develop local groups. However, when I asked how these groups would get
the money, the answer was, "We are working on that and we will tell you when we have
worked it out." Clearly, it is a public relations exercise. There is nothing wrong with
public relations exercises if they are backed up with substance. The real problem is that
this Minister does not have any substance in what he is trying to do, and he must address
this issue with a bit more seriousness.
MRS HALLAHAN (Armadale - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [11.03 pm]: The
subject of this amendment to the Address-in-Reply is one of the greatest areas of
hypocrisy that we have seen from the Court coalition Government. I say that because we
have constant rhetoric about the valufe of the family and the Year of the Family. The
Court Government could not even participate in the Year of the Family in a coordinated
national way- It had to designate it the Western Australian Year of the Family. I
understand that it cost a bomb to redo all the coloured letterheads and logos for the
Western Australian Year of the Family. The Year of the Family does demand
recognition, but never before have we had letterheads and logos that said Western
Australian Year of the Family for whatever was the designated international year.
Mr Nicholls: So you do not support that?
Mrs HALLAT-AN: I support the Year of the Family but I do not support the Court
Government's maniacal manipulation of everything that is decent and good in this
community.
We have a serious situation in regard to the protection of children. That is substantiated
in two articles that appeared in The West Australian of 31 May and 1 June. Readers of
Hansard will have to understand that members of Parliament receive the following day's
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edition of The West Australian before midnight. The West Australian of 1 June refers to
the under-resourcing of workers in the Department for Community Development who
deal with cases of child sexual abuse and protection. That serious situation has existed
for some time.
Mr Nicholls: For how long has it been a serious problem?
Mrs HALLAHAN: It has become critical under the Court Government. The West
Australian of 31 May states that the Australian Association of Social Workers and the
Western Australian Council of Social Service have raised with the department their
concerns about the critical nature of the cases that are handled by child protection officers
and other generic social workers. The West Australian of 1 June states that the director
of Mofflyn Child and Family Care Services is concerned about referring cases to the
department. Mofflyn cares predominantly for children from broken marriages or who are
in difficult situations in their family environment. Those children would often indicate
cases of abuse. This agency is reluctant to report those cases because it does not have
confidence that those children will be handled in a sensitive and thorough manner, nor
that the legal side will be pursued thoroughly. The article also states that -

University of WA social work lecturer Maria Harries said some agencies had said
they were reluctant to refer matters to the department because of its heavy staff
workloads.

That indicates that we have a very callous and uncaring government. Any government
which reduces resources to families in the way that the Court Government has stands
utterly and forever condemned.
I turn now to emergency family assistance. which is applied for by people in needy
circumstances. I understand that up until February 1994. under the guidelines introduced
by this Minister, who is bellowing across the Chamber in a most unbecoming way, only
30 per cent of that emergency financial relief budget has been distributed in eight
months. When we have an economic recession and high unemployment, and some
families under extreme pressure. this Government has brought in emergency relief
guidelines which many families can never hope to meet in order to get assistance for
basic necessities. What does the Government think that does to family relationships?
Does the Governiment think about the jeopardy in which children are placed? Decision
after decision has been made by the Government which endanger children. To take it to
the extreme. there have been huge public transport fare increases which impact on the
very families scratching to make ends meet. We have witnessed a lack of support and
resourcing and, sadly. a lack of leadership. We all talk about political appointments. We
should look at the political appointment of the head of the Department for Community
Development. A nice human being he may be. but he did not have the credentials to fill
the position. He had been the head of a small section in economic development or-some
related area of the Public Service, but when this Government came to power it appointed
him head of one of the most complex departments in the public sector.
Mr Nicholls: He has done a good job.
Mrs HALLAHAN: He has done an abysmal job and he could not have done any better.
Mr Nicholls: You are denigrating people for political purposes.
Mrs HALLAHAN: He does not enjoy the confidence of his staff. When people are
under pressure doing difficult jobs, they need the best leadership. They do not receive
that kind of leadership from the head of department, nor from the Minister. If they could
hear the Minister yelling across the Chamber, they would not be at all surprised. They
think that this bloke, the Minister for Community Development, is a drongo.
Mr Nicholls: They would be your friends!
Mrs HALLAHAN: The Minister attends openings of family centres which provide
opportunities for the community to run courses - rather like a mini learning centre - and
an area for four year old programs. People have the opportunity to make up their minds
about what programs to run. However, at more than one opening people were
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flabbergasted because this Minister spoke about children having a special bond with their
*mothers because children are born from the womb of their mothers, and this means they
have a very special responsibility. People were not impressed. I hope that someone tells
the Minister to desist from his ridiculous speeches. People said that apparently the
Minister does not understand that we are all aware of the biology of the human being.
We know that women have a womb for child-bearing, and that creates a special
relationship. People wanted to know whether the Minister was also saying that because
they do not have such a special relationship, fathers can abrogate their responsibility.
That seemed to be the message people received. The Minister is the greatest destroyer of
family relationships and responsibilities that we have seen in this state for a long time.
The problem is that the Minister for Community Development is supported by the
Premier who also does everything he can to disintegrate families in this state while at the
same time carrying on with a lot of rhetoric about the value of family life. We are aware
of the great value of family life and the Labor government put in place many programs to
sustain that family relationship and to provide the greatest security for people within the
diversity of the family unit.
I refer now to another incident which reflects the calibre of the Government and its
commitment to families in the electorate of Armadale, where good work is being done in
addressing domestic violence. Officers from other government departments have said to
me, in a very concerned and quiet way, that they are very worried about the Minister for
Community Development because his statements seem to make his officers worry that if
they assist in a domestic violence situation, and there is any suggestion that the family
will be better served and safer by removal from the violent situation, the Minister might
take it out on them because even though they are protecting a life, they are breaking up
families - so twisted do they perceive this Minister to be. That situation concerns me.
I have referred to a smattering of comments and examples that have become evident
since the appointment of this Minister to this portfolio. I agree with the statements by the
member for Nollamara in support of officers of the department. Everyone is expressing
that support. In the references I have made to reports in the newspaper, there is evidence
of people not wanting to create further pressure on the staff of the department. Although
expressing concern, and at times criticism, people understand the pressure staff are under.
We are supportive of them, but it makes it very difficult for everyone in the field when
children are not being cared for adequately and are at risk of abuse, or even being abused,
because we cannot with confidence refer cases to the department with the statutory
responsibility to carry out investigations. In addition, we have a Minister without the
ability, sensitivity, insight or commitment to provide the necessary leadership.
Recently at one of the country centres I visited I had the opportunity to discuss workloads
with officers of the CIB. They felt they were under pressure. We know that the Police
Force is under terrible travail with this Government. The Police Force has never been
less supported or faced more difficulty internally, and the public perception is that the
Court Government is an absolute failure in this area. In conversation with members of
the CIB I was told they were dealing with around 30 child abuse cases a month. Anyone
who has dealt with that type of case would know that they are very time-consuming. The
officers were not unaffected by their experiences. They referred to the case of a teenage
girl who curled up in the foetal position when being questioned in court. They said it was
horrific to see the effect on the young person's life of the abuse she had suffered in the
family home. That is an extreme case. In many cases involving violence in later life, or
problems with a person being a real risk to the community, there is often a history of
violence in the home, and often, when it is a girl involved, abuse of a sexual nature.
If this Government is to deal with the crime problem in the community it must start to
improve its support for families in Western Australia. The Government must provide the
resources in the Department for Community Development, and it must provide
community support. Wonderful work was carried out in the 10 years of Labor
government which supported families. Unless that support continues, we will reap a
bitter harvest of crime in future. The Minister for Community Development may care to
respond to this debate. I hope that he will, because it is incumbent on him to at least try
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to offer a serious rationale for the measures undertaken by the Government, and to give
the community some understanding of where the Government is likely to go in future.
Over the past 15 months many people have been concerned. They hope to see a change
of direction and some commitment to the values espoused by the Government but not put
into practice.
MR DL. SMITH (Mitchell) [11.19 pm]: As politicians, we should all be concerned
about the subject of this amendment. Family protection issues go to the heart of families
and matters of interest to the community at large. The amendment is broad enough to
cover not only sexual abuse but all issues of family neglect and physical abuse. It also
extends to the whole question of the quality of foster care and other alternative care
arrangements, and departmental intervention in families who have disciplinary problems
with children under their care. Recently, a whole new spate of complaints has arisen.
The various police operations, advertisements and the programs developed by the
Department for Community Development are increasing the number of complaints
received.
The complaints to which I refer are extremely delicate and require professional attention.
Anyone who has been the Minister for Community Development is aware of the
problems involved with people reporting concerns to the department and the ensuing
process, which must be handled in a professional manner. It is not easy for any
professional person to go to a family and in effect report to that family that a complaint
has been made that a child within that family is being abused, either physically or
sexually, or is being neglected. It requires an enormous amount of tact and discretion
and a great deal of thoroughness. It is too easy for children to be further injured and,
indeed, for their lives to be lost if prompt action is not taken. Nonetheless, it must be
action which very much understands the primary right of parents to retain the care of
their child, and the fact that the department should intervene only where a clear breach
has been committed by the parents responsible.
The commencement of the investigation is just the beginning of the problem. The nature
of the problem must be established and a decision made regarding the department's
action. In some cases that may mean nothing more than extra support, financial
assistance, or counselling or other services being provided to the family to try to
overcome the problem. In the more extreme cases, it will require the removal of the child
to be placed in foster or other alternative care.
The placement of children in foster or alternative care must be handled in a thoroughly
professional way. We are too well aware of at least two incidents in the last two years in
which major problems occurred with children placed in foster care. Anyone who has
read the report of those incidents knows the type of mistakes which can be made in those
placements. Beyond that, the department or the agency which places the child in foster
care must continue monitoring the situation to ensure that the arrangement made for the
child is of quality. Also, the situation of the child must be improved as a result of the
removal of the child from family care, and the placement must continue to be in the best
interests of the child. All those considerations require an immense amount of care and
attention. It very much involves the principle that the decision should not be made by a
single officer. Case conferences should be held with senior staff at all stages to examine
what should be for the future interests of that child, and that includes considering how
long that child should remain in foster or alternative care and whether the child can be
reunited with his or her family.
The intensity of the reaction of family members when children are removed from the
family cannot be overstated. It usually involves, firstly, an oral and emotional denial by
the guilty party involved. It then involves the conflicts which arise with their spouses
and the other children of the offending party. All the issues must be handled in a most
professional way.
Where the state purports to intrude in that way, it must have an obligation to provide all
the resources required to support the foster or alternative care arrangement. The future of
that child must be provided for. It is noteworthy that within the Young Offenders Bill
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currently before the House the state accepts the responsibility for removing children from
parents' care, yet it is not prepared to accept the same responsibility from itself, the
carers it provides, as it expects from parents in relation to offending children. A specific
provision precludes the court from making an order against the department when children
are in its care. A specific provision excludes liability being imposed on a foster parent
regarding a matter for which the court can order against a parent in normal
circumstances. That is a substantial hypocrisy by the State Government. If the
Government is to require parents to be responsible for their children so that the courts
may order compensation or fines to be paid by parents, the state should have the courage
to accept the same responsibility in relation to children in care. Children are in care for a
variety of reasons, not always relating to their parents' or family's behaviour; sometimes
it relates to their own behaviour. In any case, if we are really serious about trying to
impose liability on parents for the behaviour of children under their care, the state should
accept that same responsibility and stand in the place of a foster parent where such a
problem arises.
It is unfortunately true that many children placed in alternative care arrangements do
offend. That is not often because of any particular problem with the quality of the care
itself. Nonetheless, it is a matter which the courts should be able to consider in the
course of deciding whether to impose any liability on the state, in the same way that it
will have a discretion in ordinary parental situations.
In the past, the real problem for the department was to retain professional staff at a senior
level, and to obtain staff to go into some country district offices. Therefore, it is doubly
important, if those staff problems are to be overcome, that such staff should feel fully
supported and resourced by the State Government to do their job. They should have full
access to proper professional senior supervision, and be able to seek counselling
whenever they feel the need to do so. The impression that I am getting is that when the
juvenile justice side of the old Department for Community Development was hived off,
there was a fairly haphazard division of the staff who were involved in juvenile justice
and child protection. Insufficient recognition was given to the fact that when a number of
the people who were involved in the juvenile justice area were taken, there was a
depletion in the overall staff resources of the Department for Community Development
for the children who were being abused or who were in foster and alternative care and
who needed to be carefully supervised by professional staff.
Mr Nicholls: That is not correct.
Mr D.L. SMITH: The Minister may think that.
Mr Nicholls: Under your government there was a separation of the juvenile justice
bureau and that did allow a very clear definition.
Mr D.L. SMITH: The problem began at that stage, but was very much exacerbated when
those staff members were physically moved away from the DCD offices.
Mr Nicholls: The majority of those staff were not working in those areas.
Mr D.L. SMITH: They were in the country areas.
Mr Nicholls: The problems that have been raised here tonight are not in relation to
country areas.
Mr D.L. SMITH: I do not think the Minister has been to the country often enough, if that
is what he feels.
Mr Nicholls: That is not the feedback I am getting.
Mr DL. SMITIH: The cases raised by Mofflyn and relating to Mirrabooka in today's
newspaper are metropolitan cases. However, the Minister will be aware that the foster
placement problem to which he referred began at a country office.
Mr Nicholls: Yes.
Mr D.L. SMITIH: I could advise him of a number of cases where other problems are
being experienced.
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Mr Nicholls: I would like to hear of them.
Mr D.L. SMITH: I believe the problem was exacerbated when the staff associated with
juvenile justice were hived off to the Ministry of Justice and placed in separate locations.
At that stage there should have been a review of the child protection resources available
to the agency, and those resources should have been beefed up had there been any
negative effect created by the hiving off of those other staff. More than that - I hope it is
still going - theme is a program within the department which tries to analyse the outcomes
for children who are placed in alternative care and the outcomes in respect of where
action is taken where children are being abused. We should now be using the
information and the knowledge of those outcomes to add the resources that are required
to get better outcomes. If we were entirely honest, we would say that the outcomes are
not good for the children involved as a result of removal from their home, whether for
sexual abuse or neglect or a simple lack of discipline. They are, and should be, our major
concern. We should be reviewing the resources constantly to try to assess the additional
resources that are required.
I am one of those who is willing to admit that in the 1980s we diverted a great amount of
resources away from the department and provided a great amount of increased resources
to the funding of the non-government sector. I have no problem with that at all. It was
something that clearly needed to be done and I think it has resulted in much better service
delivery. In retrospect, however, part of the effect of that was that we started to run down
some of the funding that was available to the department.
Mr Nicholls: You ran down human resources in that area as well over a period of time.
Mr D.L. SMITH: That needs to be recognised and we should be giving the extra funds to
the department that it requires to do its job. I do not want this or juvenile crime to be a
political issue. From time to time we need to sit down in a bipartisan way to assess how
well we have done in the past and what we need to do in the future. 1, for one, make the
plea to the Premier and those involved in the Budget decisions - I suppose it is too late at
this stage because we are only a week or so away from the delivery of that Budget - that
every consideration should be given to expanding the overall budget of the department.
We must recognise, as has been said by a number of speakers tonight, that if we are to
run advertising programs about child abuse, we must expect a substantial number of calls
to be received in response to them, and we should also allocate additional resources to
cope with those calls. It is too easy to appear to be concerned by advertising our concern.
The best way to demonstrate our concern is to ensure that all of the people who are
involved in what we are about are properly resourced and have all of the supervision and
other support services that they may need to do their job properly.
It was of concern to me - I will take up this matter with the Minister outside the
Chamber - that recently a woman with whom I had had some dealings when I was the
Minister rang me about one of her stepchildren who had recently been placed in foster
care out of Fremantle. For some reason or other that male child has been placed in a
home where there are three other males living with no other woman in the house and
where the location of the placement appears to be quite some distance away from the
school which the child attends. Arrangements appear to be being made whereby the
parent is being kept away from any involvement with the child. There may be very good
reasons for that to occur but, on the face of it, it worries me that it is an example that we
do not have enough quality foster placements or alternative care placements for the
children who are the subject of abuse problems. If we are to run programs about child
abuse, one focus of those programs should be to try to encourage people to take up the
duties of being a foster parent. No-one should try to kid prospective foster parents that it
is an easy job. It is a very difficult job but we need the best possible people to do it. The
best and surest way of enabling children to recover from abuse situations is to put them in
a very caring foster placement I know that the current program has been in planning for
a very long time. It was first mooted when I was the Minister, although the focus and
nature of the program in the videos and advertisements that I saw at that time -

Mr Nicholls: Which program are you talking about? The Abuse in Families Campaign?
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Mr D.L. SMITH: Yes.
Mr Nicholls: It is not an extension of the 'grow together' campaign. Itris a very specific
campaign that is based on trying to give people around Western Australia access to
counselling services where they believe they either have the potential to be abused or are
in an abusive situation.
Mr D.L. SMITH: I will leave professionals to assess the value of the campaign in its
current form. Given the amount of money that has been spent, we should be looking not
just at the problem of the reporting of abuse and the seeking of counselling to support
families to lessen the abuse, but also at means of improving the number of opportunities
of foster care for those children.
Mr Nicholls: There is a limit to what you can do with any campaign. You would know
that.
Mr tfL. SMITH: There is, but I think there has to be a balance. If it means that more
complaints are to be made or more children are to be placed in alternative care we must
ensure that the quality of that care is the best that we can provide for those children.
Amendment put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (IS)
Mr Catania Mrs Henderson Mr Ripper
Mr Cunningham Mr Hill Mrs Roberts
Dr Edwards Mr Kobelke Mr D.L. Smnith
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Mr Thomnas
Mr Grahamr Mr McGinty Ms Warnock
Mrs Hal lahan Mr Riebeling Mr Leahy (Teller)

Noes (25)
Mr Ainsworth Mr Johnson Mr W. Smith
Mr C.). Barnett Mr Kieirnh Mr Strickland
Mr Blaikie Mr Lewis Mr Tubby
Mr Board Mr Marshall Dr Turnbull
Mr Bradshaw Mr Minson Mrs van de Kiashorsi
Mr Cowan Mr Nicholls Mr Wiese
Mr Day Mr Omtodei Mr Bloffwitch (Teller)
Mrs Edwardes Mr Osborne
Mr House Mf Pendal

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR HILL (Helena) [ 11.44 pm]: I want to canvass a number of issues tonight which
relate not only to some of my shadow portfolios, but also to issues which are of particular
importance to my electorate. The Address-in-Reply provides an opportunity to raise not
only issues of a general nature which have been previously raised, but also some specific
issues I want Ministers opposite to take notice of in relation to the electorate of Helena.
The Minister for Fisheries will be well aware of my longstanding interest in recreational
fishing in Western Australia, and he will appreciate, as I do, the importance of the
recreational fishing industry to Western Australia. I refer to it as an industry as it firs
comfortably alongside many other commercial industries in Western Australia. Some
years ago as Minister for Fisheries I commissioned a study by the University of Western
Australia to determine the value of recreational fishing to the Western Australian
economy.
Mr House: I am glad you remember that, because you keep asking me questions like,
"Did the previous Minister do such and such?" Have you noticed that I have been
replying with, 'If you are not sure, I am definitely not sure.'
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Mr HILL: The Minister is a bit slow with the response.
I thought it would be useful to know the value of recreational fishing to Western
Australia in order for the community to determine how seriously it should treat the
industry in termis of weighing it up against the commercial sector. The study determined
that the industry - I call it an industry quite deliberately - is valued at somewhere between
$250m and $400m a year. It is a very substantial industry. It sits comfortably alongside
the western rock lobster fishing industry, which is the largest fishing sector in Western
Australia in dollar terms. I touch on this because I feel chat as Western Australia's
second largest fishing industry it requires a lot more attention than it is now receiving.
I am glad the Minister for Fisheries is in the Chamber because I want to point out to him
that a number of people in the recreational fishing community, leaders of that
community, have in recent times raised with me issues that they believe need to be more
seriously treated by the Minister and his departmient. The Fisheries Department has
traditionally been responsible for the management of a resource for the interests of the
commercial sector. It was not until Julian Grill became the Minister that the issue of
recreational fishing was taken at all seriously and the process was started to undertake a
review of that industry in Western Australia. I was very happy to pick up the baton when
I was given the job of Minister for Fisheries because I considered it to be particularly
important. It is important because we need to recognise the importance of three major
things: Firstly, preserving stocks not only for the commercial and the recreational sectors
but also for future generations of Western Australians; secondly, ensuring appropriate
levels of resource sharing between the commercial and recreational sectors; thirdly,
focusing upon stock enhancement. I refer to the earlier comment that the Minister needs
to be mindful of the fact that a large body of opinion among the recreational fishing
community is that he at least and his department have not been treating this issue
seriously. Perhaps it is because they feel they have not been consulted as regularly as
they may have been in the past. I draw that to the attention of the Minister because it is
something of which he would be advised to take note.
Mr House: I take what you are saying seriously, but can you give me an example of what
they are complaining about?
Mr HILL: There are a number of issues and during the course of this speech I will give
some examples. I referred a moment ago to the question of stock preservation. This
involves restrictions not only on the commercial sector but also on the recreational sector
to preserve stocks. During the time I was inister I issued a discussion paper on how
one handles stock preservation and resource management. There was a great deal of
community debate. We had consultations with many groups in the recreational area
around the state. Initially there was some disquiet among the recreational community but
it became recognised that it was necessary to impose restrictions, such as bag limits. I
felt some pain at the time because I chose to close a number of estuaries for netting and
was not at all selective, because my father-in-law was I think the only net fisherman in an
estuary closed for netting, and he would not talk to me for some time afterwards.
This whole question involves concern for the environmental impact of industry. I refer to
the issue of Cockburn Cement and the state agreement Act that applies to it. It is not a
question of the agreement Act or whether access to the resource of dredged shell sand at
Success Bank is extended for a period of time, but the extension of the controls over
Cockburn Cement. I have received, as I know the inister has, a very thorough, well
studied research document prepared by the West Australian Recreational Sports Fishing
Council on the question of Cockburn Cement continuing to dredge shell sand on Success
Bank. This merits consultation not only by the Minister for Fisheries but also by the
Minister for the Environment. The council acknowledges the importance of Cockburn
Cement in the state's economy and the work it has undertaken. It acknowledges the fact
that Cockburn Cement has taken every step to restore areas destroyed by its operations,
albeit unsuccessfully. It goes on to state that the State Government needs to stop
Cockbumn Cement's operations at Success Bank because in the long term they will have
an impact on the fish resources in the area. It will take hundreds of years for the sea
grasses to return, if they ever do, to the levels at which they were previously in that
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pristine envimonment I draw that to the Minister's attention and will at some time take
that issue up separately. It is an area in which there is a need for some balance. The
state's interests have to be weighed up with the activities of Cockburn Cement against
whether there are other areas in which they could be given the rights to dredge or mine. I
put on notice that I will take up that issue at some time in the future.
I referred a short time ago to the Minister's decision to reopen certain estuaries in
Western Australia to netting. I went through a great deal of pain and anguish politically
in banning netting around Western Australia.
A government member interjected.
Mr HILL: That is a political judgment, not a judgment made from any sense of
understanding of the issues. The member represents an involved constituency, but it does
not mean to say there is logic on his side in this issue. The Minister will also have to
acknowledge that he has a constituency to which he has to appeal. On the one hand there
is the support of the member in Mandurah and on the other the support of his own
constituents in the great southern area of the state. It is a great coincidence, I am sure - I
would say very much tongue in cheek - that the estuaries opened to netting are in those
areas. I refer to an article in the Mandurab Mail of February in which reference is made
to netting.
Mr House: Can you explain something to me? You do not want to answer the question.
Mr HILL: I am making my speech and will answer the Minister's questions in due
course.
Mr House: What you would like to do is to make a speech and suggest there is no
judgment or structure. Could you explain allowing 13 professionals in the Wilson Inlet
and banning the amateur fishermen?
Mr HILL: I am not here to defend my actions, although they are defensible. If the
Minister bothered to talk to people in the commercial and recreational sectors in that part
of the state he would know why that action was taken.
Mr House: Not by you.
Mr HILL: I am aware he has done nothing further about it.
Mr House: I absolutely have.
Mr HILL: My bet is that netting is still going on. The Minister has failed in this respect
to treat this issue seriously and has not the support of many people in the recreational
fishing sector. All he has done is win the support of some people in his constituency. I
do not believe there are any sound reasons or scientific evidence to support the changes
he has made.
The second issue of concern to me is that the Minister a moment ago asked me to give an
example of where he is not consulting widely enough with the recreational sector. There
is the whole question of foreign long lining in Western Australian waters. Under
arrangements made by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority with the
government of Japan, Japanese long line vessels operate in Western Australian waters for
the purpose of fishing for southern blue fin tuna. There are joint venture arrangements
between Australian and Japanese fishermen and Australian corporations involved in this
area. Those joint venture vessels currently number some 55 in Australia fishing north of
34 degrees south. The joint venture pays some $1.2m to the Australian Government
annually through the Australian Fisheries Management Authority for the right to fish in
that area. The joint venture vessels are able to fish in areas in which foreign vessels are
not allowed to fish. This matter must be addressed by both the Federal and State
Governments. I am happy to support the Minister in a bipartisan way if he takes it up
with the Federal Government. These vessels fish in an area enormously attractive to the
recreational fishing communities for marlin, big eye and yellow fin tuna. In January and
February this year, 12 joint venture vessels wook 433 000 kilograms of yellow fin tuna in
Western Australian waters. That could have a huge impact on a major recreational
fishing resource. It is not a particularly high value resource, but it has tremendous
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potential because of the nature of the fighting fish and, consequently, the area's ability to
attract a significant number of tourists to Western Australia. Indeed, in recent times, the
catch of marlin, sword fish and broadbill fish has increased in Western Australia in areas
that were previously able to be fished by foreign long liners, but which now cannot be as
a result of a Federal Government decision two years ago. I ask the Minister to join with
me in taking up this issue with Canberra to see whether we can persuade the authorities
there to apply the same rules to the joint venture vessels.
I draw attention to two or three issues in the Helena electorate of considerable
importance. The road system in the east metropolitan area, as you, Mr Acting Speaker
(Mr Brown), will be well aware, has been under considerable scrutiny especially since
the horrific accident on Great Eastern Highway earlier this year. That resulted in a new
focus by all authorities, both state and federal, on the road systems in considering
alternative entry and exit routes to Perth, particularly for heavy haulage vehicles. A
proposal for a Benara Road extension has been put forward by the Shire of Swan to the
Department of Planning and Urban Development and to the Main Roads Department.
However, I do not think it has been treated terribly seriously within those government
bodies. Over a decade ago a Morley Drive extension study concluded thac between the
years 2000 and 2010 a further crossing over the Swan River would be necessary. Since
then the development of Morley City has occurred, which is having a major impact on
the area. You, Mr Acting Speaker, will be well aware that Morley City comprises
roughly 67 000 square metres of gross leasable area. It is the largest shopping complex
area in Perth. A Myer and a K-Mart and about 200 specialty shops are to be centred
there. It will have a significant impact as will the resultant traffic flow in that area.
The traffic on Lord Street in your constituency, Mr Acting Speaker, which primarily
accesses Morley Drive through Guildford, will increase along Midland and West Swan
Roads to Walter Road owing to the Morley City development and development in the
industrial areas. Thbis is of considerable concern. BSD (Australia) Pty Ltd, consultants,
conducted a study in March this year. Its findings were that Lard Street, between
Guildford and Walter Roads without a Benara Road extension, would carry
approximately 9 500 vehicles a day, and with a Benara Road link there would be 9 100
vehicles a day. In other words, there will be very little change. However, on West Swan
Road, without the link included in the study, there would be 33 700 vehicles a day.
Clearly, because the number of vehicles is greater than 15 000 a day, a four lane highway
should be built. If that link were included, the number of vehicles would be reduced to
24 000 a day. The majority of vehicles would be in West Swan Road, north of Benara
Road. If no link were included, the road pressures would have an adverse impact on the
Guildford community.
A reservation for the extension of Benara Road should happen within the next couple of
years. It will clearly require a major amendment to come before Parliament for
parliamentary approval. Irrespective of whether it is used immediately, the reservation
should be set aside. It will become clear in the future that it will be necessary. Without
that Benara Road link there will be an adverse impact on the Barker's Bridge area in
Guildford. The bridge will need to be widened in due course and an additional bridge
built in the area. Resumptions will occur on the land adjacent to West Swan Road, South
of Benara Road. Ultimately, if the bridge is not constructed, a second bridge at Guildford
will become inevitable. This will impact adversely on the historic township of Guildford.
It is something of which we should be very mindful and take action to ensure does not
happen. We must also ensure we preserve the historic nature and heritage value of
Guildford.
I have previously touched on a couple of issues in this place that are of concern to
constituents in Hazelmere. in particular the noxious industries there. Recently.
correspondence was sent to the director of pollution prevention in the Department of
Environmental Protection by the Shire of Swan in which the shire argued that the council
is extremely concerned that the rendering works in Hazelmere - Talloman (Derby
Industries Pty Ltd) and Pental Holdings Pty Ltd - operate in breach of several licence
conditions which the department appears unwilling to enforce. The Shire of Swan has
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made it quite clear that the impact caused by the two rendering premises in Hazelmere
over the years has had an adverse impact on the community amenity. It has stifled
opportunity for both industrial and residential development. Regardless of what
conditions the Government might apply to the companies to ensure they comply with the
pollution abatement notice, they cannot overcome the terrible, offensive odours
emanating from those factories.
Mr Minson: That is quite true to the extent that, no matter what you do, they will smell
to a certain extent.
Mr HILL: I am glad that the Minister has acknowledged that, because the matter needs
to be addressed. When I was in government, I tried to get my government to address the
matter in a constructive way by assisting those industries to relocate. We took the step of
buying land at Bakers Hill near Northam for the purpose of relocating those noxious
industries and others. Of course, there are facilities south of Perth with similar capacity.
A need exists for government assistance to those companies to relocate.
Mr Minson: One of the problems we have with the planning arrangements is that we
allow people to build close to those places. It is up to society to help shift them out of
there if we tell them to go.
Mr HILL: I am pleased to hear the Minister say that. They need to be relocated. The
matter is a double-edged sword politically for moe in my electorate. Some constituents
think those industries create employment and some work there. On the other hand, others
believe that the offensive odours are too much to put up with. I concur with them. It is a
bad advertisement for Western Australia when the winds are blowing in the wrong
direction near the international airport and people can pick up the offensive odours.
Those industries need to be relocated. They apply constraints to both industrial and
residential development in the area. The matter needs to be addressed seriously and
urgently.
I refer again to the Minister for Police the question of the Forrestfield Police Station. I
raised this issue with the Minister recently in a debate in this place. In his response, I did
not hear any reference to the points that I made. He might not have thought they were
worthy of response. I recall at the time indicating to the Minister that I was particularly
concerned with the misinformation that he was getting. When I asked a question of the
Minister last year about the existing facilities at Forrestfield, he said that the station had
been reopened after being closed for a short time while police officers went on leave. As
of two weeks ago, that is not the case. The facility has not been reopened. The Minister
has not been correctly informed on the issue. He ought to make himself familiar with the
issue.
This Government at the time promised to establish a police station in Eorrestfield. Not
only has it failed to deliver on that promise but it has given no indication of whether it
will ever deliver on the promise. What is more, it has closed down the facility that our
government put in place. The residents of Forrestfield and High Wycombe will not let
the Minister forget this issue.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

House adjourned at 12.14 am (Wednesday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

BUSH FIRE BRIGADES - GOVERNMENT FUNDING
11. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Emergency Services:

(1) How many bush fire brigades are funded, either completely or in part, by
the State Government?

(2) Are any bush fire brigades not funded by the State Government?
(3) If so, why was funding not provided?
(4) What are the locations and funding provided in the 1993-94 Budget for

each brigade in the State?
(5) Was funding provided for fire appliances and radio bandplan upgrades in

the 1993-94 Budget?
(6) If not, why not?
(7) If so -

(a) what funding was provided;
(b) which brigades received the funding;
(c) how much funding was received by each brigade?

(8) Does the Minister or the Minister's department have any plans to provide
funding in the 1994-95 Budget?

(9) If so. what are those plans?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1) Nil.
(2) Yes.
(3) The statutory responsibility for the establishment and ongoing support of

bush fire brigades is vested with local government.
(4) Not applicable. However, the Western Australian Government does fund

the total cost of the Bush Fires Board of Western Australia through an
annual CRF allocation. The Bush Fires Board provides statewide training
and fire coordination and an advisory service to volunteer firefighters all
over the state.

(5) (i) Fire appliances, yes.
(ii) Radio bandplans. yes.

(6) Not applicable.
(7)(a) (i) Fire appliances, $186 641 - $60 000 from CRF and $126 641 from

donations and contributions from the mining industry and local
government.

(ii) Bandplan $300 000.
(b)-(c)(i) Fire appliances

S
Kalbarri $64 136
Denmark Central 36 638
Woodanilling 28 284
West Gingin 16 880
Chittering 2 047
Irwin 37 487
Kimberley Units 985
Morawa 113
Bridgetown 71
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(ii) Bandplan
Brigades Nil
Bush Fires Board communication network $300 000.

(8) Yes.
(9) Details will not be made available until the budget is announced.

ROAD FUNDING - PORT HEDLAND TOWN COUNCIL
Road works, Budget 1989-94; Additional Assistance

12. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) How much funding, in dollar terms, was provided to the Pant Hedland

Town Council for roadworks, in the Budget for -
(a) 1989-90;
(b) 1990-91;
(c) 1991-92;
(d) 1992-93;
(e) 1993-94?

(2) In the years 1989-90 to 1993-94 has the Port Hedland Town Council
received any additional assistance, financial or otherwise for roadworks?

(3) If so, what was that assistance?
Mr LEWIS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) State Federal Total
(a) 1989-90 37940 546 910 584 850
(b) 1990-91 94700 522 350 617 050
(C) 1991-92 154700 495404 650 104
(d) 1992-93 154 800 439 682 594 482
(e) 1993-94 199770 368 708 568 478

(2) Yes.
(3) Financial assistance to employ a professional engineer.

1990-91 $3 038
1991-92 59 000
1992-93 59 000
1993-94 Nil to date; no request yet received from the town for its
grant
Also, Main Roads' Pilbara Division staff provide occasional advice
on minor trffic and engineering matters and assistance with
surveys.

ROCK LOBSTER FISHERIES - LICENCES AND BOATS, SALES STATISTICS
17. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) How many rock lobster licences and boats were sold in each of the
following calendar years.-
(a) 1990;
(b) 1991;
(c) 1992;
(d) 1993;
(e) 1994 (to date)?
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(2) How many rock lobster licences and boats were sold in each of the
following rock lobster seasons -
(a) 1989-90;
(b) 1990-91:
(c) 1991-92;
(d) 1992-93;
(e) 1993-94 (to date)?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The figures provided below include bath the sale of a rock lobster boat
and its licence as a total unit or alternatively die total transfer of pots and
subsequent cancellation of respective icences.
(1) (a) 51

(b) 99
(c) 54
(d) 56
(e) 8

(2) (a) 37
(b) 60
(c) 63
(d) 56
(e) 51

BOARDS AND COMMITTES - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
25. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Who is the Chairnan of die Consultative Committee on Out of Home
Care?

(2) What is die term of die appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of die Consultative Committee on Out of

Home Care?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1)-(7) The Consultative Committee on Out of Home Care ceased on 23 March

1994.
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP

26. Mr GRAHAM to the inister for Community Development:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Education and Training Coordinating

Committee?
(2) What is the term of die appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Education and Training

Coordinating Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
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(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Ms Patricia Harris, Pn

ineedn chairpersc

(2) At present there is no
chairperson.

(3) Ms Patricia Harris
Mrs Kath French

Ms Debra Clements
Ms Maria [Harries

Dr Arvid Lind
Ms Lily Cvijic
Ms Isobel Boylan

Judge Hal Jackson
Mr Gareth Merriman
Mr Ken Wyatt

l'essor in
in of the

Sociology. Murdoch University, is the
Education and Training Coordinating

automatic review date for the appointment of the

Chairperson
Chairperson of the Advisory
and Coordinating Committee on Child
Abuse - ACCCA
Manager. ACCCA Secretariat
Lecturer, School of Social Work,
UWA
Psychiatrist, Selby Clinic
Police Department
Psychologist, Education Department,
WA
District Court
Disability Services Commission
Health Department

(4) TMe committee members were selected for their collective expertise in the
area of education and training development and an awareness of field and
staff requirements in the children's protection area. The non-government
and community membership of the committee should be rotated every two
to three years. People appointed from government agencies have no set
term of appointment and the member may change as personnel changes
occur.

(5) Those people on the committee from government departments nominated
their own representatives with expertise in education and training and the
member may change with personnel changes. Non-government and
community members have either nominated themselves or been invited to
nominate. The Minister for Community Development makes the formal
invitation for representation on the education and training committee.

(6) Remuneration is paid only to non-government and community
representatives. Hence the chairperson of the Education and Training
Coordinating Committee and Chairperson of ACCCA are paid $97 per
monthly meeting. The representative from UWA is paid $73 per meeting.

(7) Members were appointed when the committee commenced on 4 ctober
1990. With change of personnel there has been same change of
membership since the committee commenced, as indicated below.
Debra Clements replaced Joe Calleja as the Manager of the ACCCA
Secretariat in September 1993. Dr Arvid Lind has replaced Dr Hugh
Cook and Ms Isobel Boylan has replaced Mr Peter Frizzel. All other
committee members remain the same since their initial appointment date.

STATE BUDGET - LOAN REPAYMENTS CAPITAL REVENUE, INCREASE TO
CONSOLIDATED FUND

27. Mr TAYLOR to the Treasurer:
(1) What is the explanation for the significant increase in Loan Repayments

Capital Revenue to the Consolidated Fund in 1993-94 compared to 1992-
93?
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(2) If Loan Repayments Capital Revenue went to the Consolidated Fund at
the same rate in 1993-94 as in 1992-93, what amount of revenue would
appear under this item for -
(a) the three months ended 31 December 1993;
(b) the six months ended 31 December 1993;
(c) the full 1993-94 year?

Mr COURT replied:
(1) The estimated increase of $52.Szn is identified in the following table -

1992-93 1993-94
Actual Estimate Variation
$000 $000 $000

Loan Repayments Capital Revenue
State Energy Commission of
Western Australia - SEC WA - 68 007 +68 007

Water Authority of
Western Australia 50000 35000 -15000

Albany Port Authority 500 - -500
Government Employees
Housing Authority - GEHA 33 - -33

Total 50533 103007 +52474
(2) Capital repayments by agencies are not made on a regular basis and

comparisons between years on the timing are not valid. In 1993-94 actual
repayments to 28 February 1994 totalled $107 451 000 of which SECWA
repaid $67 451 000 and the Water Authority $30m, prior to 31 December
1993. The Water Authority repaid a further $10m in January 1994.
However in 1992-93 GEHA repaid $3 000 prior to 31 December 1992 and
the remainder of $50 530 000 was repaid by the three agencies during the
period 1 January to 30 June 1993.

STATE BUDGET - COMMONWEALTH SPECIFIC PURPOSE GRANTS,
INCREASE TO CONSOLIDATED FUND

28. Mr TAYLOR to the Treasurer:
What is the explanation for the significant increase in Commonwealth
Specific Purpose Grants taken to the Consolidated Fund in 1993-94
compared to 1992-93?

Mr COURT replied:
The estimated increase of $238.3m in Commonwealth Specific Purpose
Recurrent Grants relates to various programs, and explanations for the
major items are as follows -

$Sm $m
Hospital Funding Grants
Transfer from Financial Assistance Grant allocation
resulting from change in Commonwealth funding
arrangements 70.0
Advance Commonwealth payment under Medicare
agreement 21.2
WA share of additional bonus pool funding 12.0
Other factors IM2 117.1
Technical and Further Education
Increase mainly due to allowance for effect of Australian
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National Training Authority (ANTA) arrangements from
1 January 1994. Under the arrangements, the Department
of Training pays ANTA the "state effort" contributions for
the period 1 January to 30 June 1994, estimated at $77. Im.
and ANTA repays the state an equivalent sum which is
taken to revenue plus approved funding for growth 82.9
Other programs, mainly Schools Assistance - $9.2m,.
Gas Project Assistance - $6.8m, and Home and Community
Care Program - $5.5m. which are generally based on
estimated Commonwealth funding levels l

2383
STATE BUDGET - CONSOLIDATED FUND

Recurrent, Capital, Total Expenditures, Increase Comparisons
29. Mr TAYLOR to the Treasurer:

What is the underlying increase in dollar amounts and in nominal and real
percentages, (remove the effects of accounting changes) in -
(a) recurrent;
(b) capital;
(c) total expenditures;
from the Consolidated Fund for the -

(i) three months;
(ii) six months;

ended 31 December 1993 compared with the corresponding periods in
1992?

Mr COURT replied:
Treasury has advised me as follows. However, because of timing
differences, meaningful comparisons cannot be made on a quarterly or
monthly basis.
(a) Recurrent

(i) Consolidated Fund recurrent expenditure for the three
months ended 31 December 1993 compared with the
corresponding period last year -

$000 %
nominal increase adjusted for

effects of accounting charges 50 177 4.0
real increase 27 501 2.2

(ii) Consolidated Fund recurrent expenditure for the six months
ended 31 December 1993 compared with the corresponding
period last year -

$000 %
nominal increase adjusted for

effects of accounting changes 98 944 3.8
real increase 51 989 2.0

(b) Capital
(i) Consolidated Fund capital expenditure for the three months

ended 31 December 1993 compared with the corresponding
period last year -
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$000 %1
nominal increase adjusted for effects
of accounting charges 25 140 29.2

real increase 23 215 27.0
(ii) Consolidated Fund capital expenditure for the six months

ended 31 December 1993 compared with the corresponding
period last year -

$000 %
nominal increase adjusted for effects

of accounting changes 9 819 6.3
real increase 6972 4.5

(c) Total expenditures
(i) Total Consolidated Fund expenditure for the three months

ended 31 December 1993 compared with the corresponding
period last year -

$000 %1
nominal increase adjusted for effects
of accounting changes 75 317 5.6

real increase 50716 3.8
(ii) Total Consolidated Fund expenditure for the six months

ended 31 December 1993 compared with the corresponding
period last year -

$000 %1
nominal increase adjusted for effects
of accounting changes 108 763 3.9

real increase 58961 2.1
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP

33. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Employment
and Training:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Railways Classification Board?
(2) What is the ternm of the appointment of the chairman?

(3) Who are the committee members of the Railways Classification Board?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?

(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Employment and Training has provided the following
reply -

(1)-(7) The question should be addressed to the Minister for Services.

BOARDS AND COMMITrEES - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP

36. Mr GRAHAM to the Treasurer:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Anzac Day Trust?
(2) What is the trm of the appointment of the chairman?

(3) Who are the committee members of the Anzac Day Trust?
(4) What are the terms. of appointment of each member?
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(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) Mr Garry John Hall.
(2) Three years expiring on 7 March 1997.
(3) The committee members are Mr L.C. Keynes; Mr D.R. Warren, and

Mr IMH. See.
(4) Three years expiring on 7 March 1997 for each member.
(5) Mr Hall was nominated by the Treasurer as the Treasury representative

and Chairman of the Anzac Day Trust in accordance with section I 1 (3)(a)
of the Anzac Day Act.
Mr Keynes was nominated by the Returned Services League as its
representative in accordance with section 1 1(3)(b) of the Anzac Day Act.
Mr Warren was nominated by Perth Legacy as its representative in
accordance with section 1 1 (3)(c) of the Anzac Day Act.
Mr See was nominated by the majority of all tx-service organisations,
other than the Returned Services League and Perth Legacy, as their
representative in accordance with section 11 (3)(d) of the Anzac Day Act.

(6) Nil.
(7) Mr G.J. Hall 29 March 1994

Mr L.C. Keynes 29 March 1994
Mr D.R. Warren 23 October 1990
Mr 1.- See 8 November 1988

BOARDS AND COMMITT1EES - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
37. Mr GRAHAM to the Treasurer:

(t) Who is the Chairman of Western Australian Government Holdings Ltd?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are dhe committee members of Western Australian Government

Holdings Ltd?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) Raymond Norman Hughes, Assistant Under Treasurer (Finance), Western

Austrmlian Treasury Department.
(2) & (4)

There is no set term of appointment. The directors of the board are
expected to remain on the board until the affairs of WAGH are wound up.

(3) Membership of the board -
Raymond Norman Hughes, Assistant Under Treasurer (Finance), Western
Australian Treasury Department.
William Cowan Heron, Treasury officer on secondment to Energy
Implementation Group
John Leslie Langoulant Director, Western Australian Treasury
Department.
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(5) The Treasurer as sole beneficial holder of all the issued capital of WAGH
for and on behalf of the State of Western Australia.

(6) The directors of WAGH are all civil servants and no remuneration is paid
to them.

(7) R.N. Hughes 2 November 1992
W.C. Heron 19 August 1988
J.L. I.*ngoulant 17 December 1993

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
38. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for The Family:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Children's Advisory Council?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Children's Advisory Council?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1)-(7) The Children's Advisory Council is currently in abeyance.

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
39. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for The Family:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Family Violence Advisory Council (formerly
Domestic Violence Advisory Council)?

(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Family Violence Advisory

Council?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) .What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1)-(7)

The Domestic Violence Advisory Council is currently in abeyance. I have
established the Taskforce on Families in WA. which will include areas of
abuse in families. The Community Services Industry review which was
undertaken in July 1993 is currently finalising its research into programs
and services in Western Australia. including therein abuse in families.
The SAAP review being undertaken in Western Australia is currently
being finalised. Facilities such as women's refuges have formed part of
the review.

POLICE - OFFICERS, 800 NEW
41. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister for Police:

Given that in its first year the Government claims to have provided only
43 new police officers to the Police Force in the state, can the Minister
explain how the Government intends to keep its election promise of
providing 800 new officers in four years?
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Mr WIESE replied:
The premise on which the member for Perth has based this question is
incorrect.
(1) Such a statement was never made by the Government, myself as

Minister for Police or any other member of Government.
(2) It is factually incorrect. On 31 January 1993 the actual number of

police was 4 138. This figure included 50 recruits in training for
whom no Cabinet approval had been Liven and no budget
provision had been provided. On 31 January 1994 the actual
number of police officers was 4 216.

(3) As Minister for Police I made a submission to Cabinet to increase
the Police budget allocation to provide an additional 100 police
officers and 70 extra Public Service support staff. The extra
budget allocation for 1992-93 was required for additional salaries
and equipment. Thbis submission was approved on 22 March 1993.

The McCarrey report (August 1993) highlighted the totally inadequate
working conditions and equipment available to police officers and
indicated the need to give the highest priority to improving these in
preference to providing additional police officers. The report also
indicated that there were many tasks currently being performed by fully
trained police officers which could be civilianised thus effectively
increasing the number of trained police officers available for operational
duties. Recently I announced that consultants Arthur Andersen have been
engaged to implement the recommendations in the Scoping review of the
Police Department. This includes the initiative to civilianise many non-
operational positions which will effectively enable police officers to be
released to operational duty.

NATIVE TITLE BILL - HIGH COURT CHALLENGE
Budget

43. Mr GRAHAM to the Premier:
What is the Government's budget for its High Court challenge to the
federal Mabo legislation?

Mr COURT replied:
Budget for the Mabo Unit, Department of Premier and Cabinet for the
1993-94 financial year is $im. The budget for the Land Claims Unit in
the Crown Solicitor's Office for the 1993-94 financial year is $950 000.
Current expenditure in respect of the High Court challenge is being met by
these budget provisions. The Government's budget for the 1994-95
financial year is yet to be finalised and will include provision for the High
Court challenge. The cost of the High Court challenge could run into
millions of dollars.

CHILD ABUSE - ALLEGATIONS, INVESTIGATION DELAYS
47. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Do allegations of child abuse result in investigations being commenced
within two working days of the allegation being received?

(2) If not, what is the average period of time that elapses between an
allegation being received and the commencement of the investigation?

(3) What is the cause of any delay?
(4) Are there any plans to reduce the delay?
(5) If so, what are these plans?
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(6) Are children at risk because of any delay?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Figures from the 1992-93 Annual Report of the Department for

Community Development indicate that 90 per cent of allegations are
investigated within five working days of the allegation being received.
Figures also indicate that 75 per cent of allegations are investigated within
two working days of the allegations being received.

(2) Figures from the 1992-93 Annual Report indicate that the average period
of time between an allegation being received and the commencement of
an investigation is 2.3 working days.

(3) In order for officers to conduct an investigation there needs to be
sufficient information available to enable contact to be made with the
subjects of the allegation. Where this information is not available or
needs to be obtained from other sources there will be a delay in response
time.

(4) The department has clear procedures which outline the process to be
followed in conducting investigations into allegations of child abuse.
These guidelines provide time frames which need to be adopted in
response to the severity of the allegation and the degree of information
available to the officers at the time of original notification. that is,
allegations are prioritised for response in terms of severity. There is no
need to change the requirements for priority responses.

(5) Not applicable.
(6) The risk to children due to delays in investigation response time is

minimal due to priority response requirements outlined in departmental
guidelines.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. DEPARTMENT FOR - FOSTER CARERS
Recruitment Statistics; Teenager Placements

48- Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:
Referring to the 1992-93 annual report of the Department for Community
Development which pointed to the difficulty the department experienced
recruiting foster parents for older children and teenagers, could the
Minister advise -

(a) how many teenagers have been placed with foster carers since I
July 1993;

(b) how many foster carers prepared to care for teenagers have been
recruited since 1 July 1993?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(a) There have been 212 teenagers, aged 12 to 18 years inclusive, who have

been placed in departmental foster care since I July 1993. This includes
youths who have come into the system as teenagers and those who have
had previous placements.

(b) Foster caters are recruited to provide placements for children of all ages.
not necessarily teenagers. Therefore it is not possible to identify
specifically those carers. who provide care for teenagers. The department
has a specialist care program which primarily recruits carers to provide
placement for difficult to manage teenagers. Since 1 July 1993 this
program has recruited an additional 13 carers, bringing the total number of
caters under this program to 22. In addition the program has recently
advertised another recruitment drive for new carers but the assessment,
selection and training are yet to be finalised.
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COMMONWEALTH-STATE FINANCIAL RELATIONS - SPECIFIC PURPOSE
GRANTS AND OTHEER FUNDS. STATE ACCESS

55. Mrs IIALLAHAN to the Premier:
Can the Premier advise:
(a) The number, scope and value of Commonwealth specific purpose

grants or other Commonwealth funding streams that this State
Government has yet to access;

(b) the reasons for the failure to do so;
(c) if and when the Government intends to access such funds?

Mr COURT replied:
The information sought would require considerable research and I amn not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question I will be prepared to respond.

FISHERIES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUND - STATE BUDGET
Amount Paid to Consolidated Revenue; Budget Tabling

56. Mr HILL to dhe Minister for Fisheries:
(1) How much, in dollar terms, of the Fisheries research and development

fund was paid to Consolidated Revenue for the 1993-94 State Budget?
(2) Will the Minister table a copy of this year's Fisheries research and

development fund budget?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) The only funds recouped to Consolidated Funds from Fisheries research

and development funds relates to recovery Of overheads in respect of
research projects. The recovery to 30 April 1994 is $238 165 and the total
for 1993-94 is estimated at $454 000.

(2) Yes. [See paper No 77.]
BRIDGES - SECOND BRIDGE OVER SWAN RNVER, GUILDFORD,

NO CONSTRUCTION GUARANTEE
57. Mr HILL to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Will the Minister guarantee that a second bridge will not be constructed
over the Swan River adjacent to the existing bridge at Guildford?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

There ame no current plans to construct a second road or rail bridge over
the Swan River at Guildford.

MABO LEGISLATION - SEPARATE STATE LEGISLATION AND STATE
LITIGATION

Effect on Investor Confidence. Minister for Resources Development's Representations
to Prenuer

61. Mr GRAHAM to the Premier:
(1) Has the Minister for Resources Development made representations to the

Premier on the effect on investor confidence of separate State Mabo
legislation?

(2) Has the Minister for Resources Development made representations to the
Premier on the effect on investor confidence of prolonged State litigation
against the Federal Government over its Mabo legislation?
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Mr COURT replied:
(1)-(2) Issues relating to the impacts of the State Land (Titles and Traditional

Usage) Act and the Commonwealth Native Tidle Act on investor
confidence are discussed at meetings of the Cabinet Subcommittee on
Mabo of which the Minister for Resources Development and I are both
members.

MUSSEL FARMING - HEaTARES OF SEA LEASED
Total Production

63. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) How many hectares of sea are leased for mussel farning. in Western

Australia?
(2) Has this area increased, decreased or remained static over the last four

years?
(3) What was the total production of mussels in -

(a) 1990:.
(b) 1991:
(c) 1992:.
(d) 1993?

(4) Is the Minister satisfied with the development of the mussel farming
industry in Western Australia?

Mr HOUSE replied:
(1)-(4)

This question is identical to parliamentary question 2347 of 29 March and
I refer the member to the answer previously provided.

RAILWAYS - CLAREMONT SHOWGROUNDS RAILWAY STATION
PROPOSAL

66. Mr McGINTY to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) In relation to the proposed railway station at Claremont Showgrounds. was

it requested by the Royal Agricultural Society?
(2) On what statistics and model is the $2m development of the Claremont

Showgrounds based -

(a) on a reasoned projection of a proposed increase in patronage, or
(b) on propping up the declining patronage of the showgrounds; as they

lose displays to other better serviced ven ues?
(3) Why was the existing station not refurbished?
(4) What measures of community consultation have been adopted in respect

of the proposal?
(5) Why were the local residents given only one day to reply to the proposal?
(6) Will Westrail lose money on every patron that they take to the venue,

therefore the greater the patronage, the greater the loss to the taxpayer?
(7) Does Westrail plan to expand their free service to the showgrounds?
(8) Can the Minister provide some indication of the cost of this to the

community?
(9) Why are the normal avenues of revenue being ignored?
(10) Why have site works On the Proposed station commenced prior to

approval by Claremont Council?
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(11) Why have site works on the proposed station commenced prior to
approval from the Department of Planning and Urban Development,
which will only consider the project after approval is received from
Claremont Council?

(12) Why has the Commissioner of Railways, after being notified of the lack of
approval for site works, not closed down work on the site pending -

(a) approval;
(b) an inquiry?

(13) Did concrete works commence on Monday, 14 March 1994, when council
has not yet considered the project?

(14) Does Westrail's admission that they could not service the new station
during "peak" periods indicate that they will be purchasing more rail
stock?

(15) What other hidden costs are associated with the provision of this station?
(16) As Speedway has been identified as one of the major users of this facility,

and a spokesman for the Minister for the Environment has indicated that
Speedway is an anomaly in Claremont and an alternative site is desirable,
does the Minister consider the new $2m station is required?

(17) Will the station be staffed at all times when open?
(18) What level of lighting will exist when staffed?
(19) Will the underpass be open when the station is not in use (for entrance to

the Showgrounds)?
(20) Will any egress of passengers from the station onto Gugeri Swreet be

possible?
(21) Can the Minister guarantee that Gugeri Street will not -

(a) be widened;
(b) have any trees removed or altered;
to accommodate the proposed busport?

(22) Can the Government provide funds to the Royal Agricultural Society to
allow them to pay rates to Claremont Council and thus offset the major
financial burden that they and the new station will represent to the
residents of Claremont?

(23) Can the Minister guarantee that noise suppression features will be
incorporated into the design of track and buildings to reduce both noise
and vibration?

(24) If not why not?
(25) Can the Minister guarantee that all external appearance of the station and

cover will be obscured by the strategic planing of large trees on the
roadside reserve?

(26) Can the Minister guarantee that no:
(a) advertising;
(b) lighting;
will be allowed on the external facets of the station?

(27) Will the Minister support the residents and the council in action against
Westrail for compensation related to any undue compromise imposed on
them and their ability to enjoy their property by the construction and
running of this new station?
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Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(I) Yes.
(2) (a) Yes.

(b) Not applicable.
(3) The existing station will not be refurbished because it is poorly

located as it is too far from planned developments within the
showgrounds. and on a tight curve which poses safety problems to
passengers because of the large gap between the platform and the
floor of railcars.

(4) Schematic design plans were placed on display in the local library
on 22 February. Westrail issued a press release which was
published in the local News Chronicle on 22 February advising
that the plans were on display and that written submissions could
be made to the Town Clerk, Town of Claremont, up to 4.00 pm.
4 March 1994.
Following a lack of written responses by 1 March. a letterbox drop
was arranged to 200 residences in the local area on 2 March. The
letter indicated the originally advertised closing date of 4 March
for written submissions. and advised of a public meeting to be held
on 9 March at St Thomas' Primary School. The public meeting
was attended by council and Westrail representatives and
approximately 12 local residents. At that meeting it was indicated
that council would receive further written submissions up to
I I March. A further public meeting was held on 19 April and was
attended by approximately 80 members of the public. Westrail
will report back to the community on some issues raised.
Westrail officers attended a special council meeting of the Town of
Claremont on 21 April to further discuss the proposal.

(5) Residents were able to make submissions from 22 February to
I1I March.

(6) No.
(7) There are no "free services". However, travel without cost to

passengers is sponsored by other parties-
(8) Not applicable.
(9) Normal avenues of revenue are not being ignored.
(l0X)-1

Some work to alter existing services to clear the proposed station
site have been undertaken. These works did not require approval
from the Claremont City Council or Department of Planning and
Urban Development.

(12) Not applicable.
(13) Concrete work undertaken was for relocation of existing services.

This work did not require council approval.
(14) No.
(15) There are no hidden costs.
(16) Yes.
(17) No. The new station will be attended for major events where there

is very high patronage or the patronage is concentrated in a short
period of time, as occurs at the existing station.
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(18) An adequate standard of lighting will be provided to all public
access areas when the station is open during hours of darkness.
Design will minimise any overspill of lighting to adjacent
residential areas.

(19) No.
(20) Yes, but only under controlled conditions should it be necessary to

use a backup bus service to clear passengers. At all other times the
gates will be locked.

(21) (a)-(b) The initial proposal for buses in Gugeri Street did not
require any road widening or the removal of any trees.
This proposal is still viable. However, as a result of
objections from residents and the Town of Claremont to the
initial proposals for buses, other options are being
considered which require some localised widening and the
removal of some trees. In each case the effects will be
minimised.

(22) The question is not relevant.
(23)-(24)

There is no need for noise and vibration suppression features to be
built into the track design. This situation is no different to that at
the existing station. The design of the station building will
consider noise sources and take all reasonable measures to reduce
the impact on adjacent residences.

(25) The initial proposal for buses on (Jugeri Street allowed the existing
trees to obscure the stations and be supplemented with sensitive
landscaping to minimise the environmental impacts. Other options
being considered for bus stopping points adjacent to the station
require the removal of some trees and will reduce screening.
Lower profile roof shelters for the station are also under
consideration.

(26) (a) Yes. However, promotional material for the train service
will be displayed on the platform.

(b) No, but will be minimal as necessary for public safety.
(27) There are no -grounds for payment of compensation.

TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF - LANDSCAPING PROGRAM FOR
MITCHELL FREEWAY AND NORTHERN SUBURBS RAILWAY RESERVE

73. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Does the Ministry of Transport have a landscaping program for the

Mitchell Freeway and northern suburbs railway reserve?
(2) How much was allocated to landscaping this area in 1993-94?
(3) What are the principles of the landscaping program?
(4) What is the timetable of the program?
Mr LEWIS replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) $327 733 has been spent on the landscaping for the Northern

Suburbs Railway Reserve in 1993-94 to date and a further $15 000
will be spent on replacement plants over the winter period. A
figure of $170 000 has been ailneated for the Mitchell Freeway.
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(3) The principles of the landscaping program was a combined
Westrail/Main Roads project utilising native species best suited to
the conditions. Details of the program included -

During the winter of 1993, Main Roads Department supplemented
existing planting to freeway verges to consolidate the landscaping.
To Ocean Reef Road, that is, extent of existing freeway, Westrail
provided comprehensive landscaping during the 1993 winter as
follows -

Crass between guard rail and road edge, also native shrubs
and trees where space permitted between rail tracks and
guard rail.
Small tube stock plants were used because of their higher
survival rate and eventual stronger growth. The
development of the landscape will become more evident
during the spring of 1994.
A recent inspection shows a good survival rate and it is
proposed to re-establish lost plants this coming winter.
Between Ocean Reef Road and Bums Beach Road the rail
reserve was landscaped to a comprehensive plan during
both 1992 and 1993.

(4) Northern Suburbs Railway Reserve - substantially complete.
Mitchell Freeway - further plantings are proposed for the winter of
1995 as part of a continuing landscaping program.

IRON ORE - PILBARA, DIRECT REDUCED IRON PRODUCTION
Companies' Namnes

89. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Resources Development:
(1) Why can the Minister not, at this time, release the information sought in

my question on notice 1885 (4)?
(2) At what time can the Minister release the information?
Mr C.J. BARNETiT replied:
(1) The companies have asked that their interest be kept confidential at this

time for their commercial interests.
(2) When the companies agree to their interest being revealed.

ROCK LOBSTER FISHERIES - LIVE EXPORTS
100. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) How many live rock lobster were exported in each of the following rock
lobster seasons as a percentage of the total rock lobster exports:
(a) 1990-91:
(b) 1991-92:,
(c) 1992-93;
(d) 1993-94 (to date)?

(2) Has there been an increase in emphasis on the export of live rock lobster
by processors? .

(3) Do live rock lobster receive a substantially higher price for export than
cooked lobster?

(4) Are the higher returns to the rock lobster industry this season a result of
the increase in the export of live rock lobster?
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Mr HOUSE replied:
The Fisheries Department does not keep the statistics requested, however
the following answers have been provided by the rock lobster processing
industry's representative body, the Rock Lobster and Prawning
Association.
(1) Live export of rock lobsters as a percentage of landings -

(a) 1990-91 season - approximately 11L. 1per cent
(b) 1991-92 season - approximately 10.6 percent
(c) 1992-93 season - approximately 19.6 per cent
(d) 1993-94 season - to the end of February 22.5 per cent.

(2) Yes, a substantial increase in the live holding capacity of
processors has occurred prior to the 1993-94 season.

(3) Live lobsters do not always receive a higher price than cooked
lobsters. Prices for the different products and grades vary
seasonally.

(4) Increased live exports have been one of the contributing factors to
the overall improvements in the value of the 1993-94 catch.

If the honourable member requires further information the Rock Lobster
and Prawning Association would be pleased to provide answers directly.

ROCK LOBSTER FISHERIES - WESTERN ROCK LOBSTER
Carapace Length before Breeding

10 1. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:
What carapace length do the western rock lobster usually attain before
breeding?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The size at maturity for female western rock lobster varies throughout its
distribution along the Western Australian coast. The size - carapace
length - at which 50 per cent of females become mature and breed, the
size at maturity, is approximately 65 mmn at die Abroihos Islands,
approximately 90 mm in the northern coastal part of the fishery, and
95 min in the southern coastal sector.

FISHERIES - FOREIGN OWNERSHIP OF FISHING OR PROCESSING
LICENCES, POWER OF VETO LEGISLATION

116. Mr HELL to the Minister for Fisheries:
Does the Government intend introducing legislation which will provide
the Minister with the power of veto over the transfer of fishing and/or
processing licences to overseas interests?

Mr HOUSE replied:
It is intended to include the necessary powers to ensure compliance with
foreign ownership policy guidelines for the fishing industry in the new
Fisheries Management Bill.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - OFFICERS, EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS
li7. Mr HILL to die Minister for Fisheries:

(1) How many fisheries officers were employed in total in:
(a) 1990;
(b) 1991;,
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(c) 1992;.
(d) 1993?

(2) Does the Government intend increasing the number of fisheries officers
in:
(a) 1994;
(b) 1995;
(c) 1996?

(3) If so. by how many?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) (a) 78Sas at30OJune 1990

(b) 79 as at 30 June 1991
(c) 79 as at 30 June 1992
(b) 8 1 as at 30 June 1993

(2) (a) Number of fisheries officers has increased to 84 as at 26 May
1994.

(b)-(c) & (3)
A review of die Fisheries Department is currently being
undertaken. The review will be completed in approximately four
months and at chat time decisions will be made which will address
future resourcing needs of the department.

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT - BUDGET, INCREASE
118. Mr HILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:

(1) Was there an increase in the 1993-94 Budget for the Agriculture
Department over the previous year?

(2) If so. what was the percentage increase?
Mr HOUSE replied:

The Department of Agriculture is funded from three sources -

The State Government for core functions and to carry out
government policy:
The Commonwealth Government for services carried out on behalf
of the Commonwealth; for example, quarantine and export
inspection.
Industry for research and development funds for specific projects.

BUDGET ALLOCATION
State

Printed
Estimates
Supplementary
Funding
Total 1993-94
1992-93 Actual
Percentage
Increase

Industry Commonwealth Total

67191000 8341000 13750000 89282000

- 5482000 4317000 9799000
67191000 13823000 18067000 99081000
64740000 12832000 12993000 90565000

3.79% 7.7% 3% 94
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PUBLIC SERVICE ACT - OFFICERS CHARGED
12 1. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

In relation to the statement made by the Minister on 30 March 1994
concerning the duty of care inquiry, can the Minister advise:
(a) how many officers have been charged under the Public Service

Act;
(b) what is the nature of each charge;
(c) when will each charge be heard?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(a) Two officers have been charged pursuant to section 45(1)(b) of the

Public Service Act.
(I,) Both officers have been charged under section 44(1)(d) in that they

were negligent in the discharge of their duties. The actual content
of the charges is confidential as the particular wording of the
charges identifies third parties.

(c) The date will be determined by the Public Service Commission in
accord with the Public Service Act and Regulations. I have not
been advised when the charges will be heard.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE - ADDITONAL COURSES
ASSESSMENT

124. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has an assessment been carried out on the need for more English as a

second language courses:
(2) If so, what demand has been identified by the assessment?
(3) If not, why not?
(4) Does the Minister accept that less than 50 per cent of all new arrivals from

non-English speaking backgrounds receive intensive language training in
English as a second language?

(5) If so, will the Government undertake a program to identify those new
arrivals from non-English backgrounds who qualify for English as a
second language course but are unable to participate in such courses due
to lack of available places?

(6) Will the Government ensure that adequate resources are made available to
training providers to provide such courses?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -
(1) The Education Department commissioned a comprehensive

independent review of ESL provision, published in 1990.
(2) Needs areas identified by the review - for example, metropolitan

areas for provision of Non English Speaking Background migrant
students, Kimberley Education District and Ngaanyasjarra Lands
(Kalgoorlie District) in terms of NESB Aboriginal students - have
subsequently been addressd.

(3) Not applicable.
(4) In 1993, of 891 NESB new arrivals, 581 attended an Intensive

Language Centre. Other students received assistance through
support programs, visiting teacher services, advisory services or
special teacher allocation.
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(5) Eligible students are never refused entry to ILCs, which
accommodate constant intakes, with programs expanded where
necessary to provide for new students.

(6) Professional development is available for teachers of NESB
students through the Social Justice Branch of EDWA. The
decision to access such professional development is made at school
level.

SCHOOLS - ETHNIC. GOVERNMENT FUNDING
125. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) How many ethnic schools has the Government funded between the 1990-
91 and 1993-94 financial years?

(2) Which schools have been funded?
(3) What amounts have been allocated to each school in each of the financial

years between 1990-91 and 1993-94?
(4) Is the Government committed to providing ongoing funding for the

important work carried out by ethnic schools?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) 1990-91-33
1991-92-30
1992-93 -36
1993-94 -32

(2)-(3) [See paper No 75.]
(4) The importance of the work of ethnic schools is recognised by the

Government and will continue to be supported.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE - STAGE I AND 2 SCHOOL
PROGRAMS

126. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many children participated in stage 1 of the English as a second

language course in government and non-government schools in -

(a) 1992:
(b) 1993:
(c) 1994?

(2) How many children participated in stage 2 English as a second language
course in government and non-government schools in-
(a) 1992;
(b) 1993;,
(c) 1994?

(3) What amount, was received by the Government from the Federal
Government for stage 1 ESL programs for -
(a) 1992:
(b) 1993;,

-(c) 1994?
(4) What amount was received by the Government from the Federal

Government for stage 2 ESL programs for -
(a) 1992;
(b) 1993;.
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(c) 1994?
(5) What number of staff, converted into FTEs were employed by the

Government to provide stage 1 and stage 2 ESL courses in:
(a) 1992;
(b) 1993;
(c) 1994?

(6) What amounts were provided by the Government towards the provision of
stage I and stage 2 ESL courses in:
(a) 1992;
(b) 1993;
(c) 1994?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following response -

(1) The number of children who participated in stage 1 of the English
as a Second Language course - intensive language centres. - in
government schools in -
(a) 1992 622
(b) 1993 581
(c) 1994 Not applicable.
Metropolitan students unable to access a centre were supported
through a visiting teacher service. In addition to this, new arrivals
resident in country areas were assisted through a specialist teacher
allocation. Teachers were assisted through advisory and resource
support.

(2) The number of children who participated in the stage 2 English as
a Second Language course - support programs - in government
schools in -
(a) 1992 2037
(b) 1993 1 533
(c) 1994 Not applicable.
It should be noted that advisory and resource assistance is also
available for all government school teachers of NESB students.

(3) The amount received by the Government from the Federal
Government -for stage I ESL programs - new arrivals grant - for -
(a) 1992 $2936274
(b) 1993 $2425302
(c) 1994 Not applicable - grant of $2 722 per capita.

(4) The amount received by the Government from the Federal
Government for stage 2 ESL programs - general element grant to
cover all provision after the new arrival phase - for -
(a) 1992 $3051000
(b) 1993 $3271000
(c) 1994 Not applicable.

(5) The number of staff, converted into Fits, who were employed by
the Government to provide stage 1 and stage 2 ESL courses in -
(a) 1992 118
(b) 1993 102.4
(c) 1994 92.- this may increase through the year.

(6) The amounts provided by the Government towards the provision of
stage 1 and stage 2 ESL courses in -
(a) 1992 Nil
(b) 1993 Nil
(c) 1994 Nil.
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* These figures relate only to the non-English speaking students of
migrant background and do not include the services provided for
non-English speaking background Aboriginal students. The latter
are provided through a collaborative, project and managed by the
ESL unit of the Social Justice Branch.

CHILD ABUSE - NATIONAL GUIDELINES ESTABLISHMENT
Rayner, Moira, Appointment; Government Support

127. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) H-as former Western Australian human rights lawyer Moira Rayner been

appointed by the Federal Government to prepare a legal framework for
national child abuse guidelines?

(2) Does the Government intend to make a submission or liaise with Moira
Rayner on this subject?

(3) Is it government policy to support the prevention of child abuse through
uniform regulation enforceable across Australia?

(4) Does the Government support national child abuse guidelines being
established?

(5) If not. why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Ms. Moira Rayner has been appointed by the Federal Government to

examine a range of issues regarding the Commonwealth role in the
prevention of child abuse and neglect, including the existing legislative
framework surrounding the protection of children. This does suggest the
potential for a Commonwealth incursion into the area of state legislative
responsibility.

(2) The Government has already given uts full commitment to a national
strategy for the prevention of abuse and neglect of children, and will
cooperative fully with the Commonwealth and other states in the
implementation of this strategy. However, I do not believe that national
legislation on child abuse will contribute to the prevention of child abuse
and I do not intend to waste valuable resources in any process with this
aim.

(3)-(4) No.
(5) It is the constitutional role of State Parliaments to legislate with regard to

child welfare and protection. and to ensure that such legislation in this
sensitive area best reflects the needs and wishes of children and families in
their respective states.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - FOSTER CARERS
Additional Foster Parents; Additional Staff Assessment

128. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) How many additional foster parents are needed to enable early placement

of children with foster parents?
(2) Has an assessment been carried out on the number of additional staff

needed to recruit, assess, monitor and help existing and needed foster
carers?

(3) If not, why not?
(4) If so. what does that assessment reveal?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) It is not possible to provide a specific answer to this question. It is also
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unclear as to what is meant by early placement. It may be preferable for a
child to be placed with a friend or extended family in the first instance.
Where this cannot occur, the child's circumstances are assessed as to the
most suitable type of alternative care arrangement which best suits the
child's needs, be it foster or group care.

(2) The last review of substitute care services in WA occurred in May 1990:
the substitute care review.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - FAMILY CRISIS

PROGRAM
Reviews

129. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Is the family crisis program reviewed every three months?
(2) How many reviews have been conducted since the program was

introduced on I July 1993?
(3) Are the reviews open to the public -

(a) if not, why not;
(b) if so where can copies of the review be obtained?

(4) Have any of the agencies responsible for the program raised concerns
about the operation, targeting or rigidity of the program or the
preconditions which must be met before funds are made available to
eligible individuals?

(5) If so. what concerns have been raised?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) The family crisis program was reviewed at three months and six months

post implementation and will be reviewed at 12 months post
implementation.

(2) Two.
(3) No.

(a) They are interim reports which are part of the deliberative process
relating to this program.

(b) Not applicable.
(4) The Department for Community Development is responsible for the

family crisis program. Non-government financial counselling services
have indicated support for the aims and policy direction of the program.

(5) The main concerns that have been raised have been the refenral procedures
between Department for Community Development district offices and
non-government financial counselling services. Actions have been taken
to overcome these difficulties.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - DUTY OF CARE
INQUIRY

Officers Charged under Public Service Act
135. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) In relation to the statement made by the Minister on 30 March 1994
concerning the Duty of Care Inquiry, can the Minister advise:
(a) how many officers have been charged under the Public Service

Act;
(b) what is the nature of each charge;
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(c) when will each charge be heard?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:

Please see answer to question 12 1.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - FAMILY CRISIS

PROGRAM
Financial Assistance; Emergency Financial Assistance Grants, Eligibility Comparison

Analysis
136. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) How many people have been provided with financial assistance under the
family crisis program?

(2) How many of those provided with financial assistance had received
assistance previously under the emergency financial assistance grants?

(3) Has an analysis been carried out on measons why certain persons seeking
assistance under the family crisis program have not been provided with
assistance?

(4) Has an analysis been carried out on the differences or similarities between
the client group eligible for assistance under the family crisis program and
the former emergency financial assistance grants?

(5) If an analysis has been cardied out on the matters referred to in questions 3
and 4;
(a) who carried out the analysis;
(b) what methodology was used?

(6) Is the analysis publicly available?
(7) If not, why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) 6 211 - to 31 December 1993 - received financial assistance.
(2) Not known.
(3)-(4) No.
(5)-(7) Not applicable.

STATE BUDGET - TREASURY'S STATEMENT OF CASH TRANSACTIONS
ON CONSOLIDATED FUND

Social Security and Welfare, Massive Spending Reduction
139. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Is the Minister aware of Treasury's statement of cash transactions on the
Consolidated Fund for the month ended 28 February 1994 which shows
that for the first eight months of the Court Government's first Budget,
spending in the category of social security and welfare is down 28.9 per
cent on the corresponding period the previous year?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) What are the reasons for the massive drop in spending in this area?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) The major change in the first eight months' expenditure for 1993-94

compared with the same period in 1992-93 is attributable to a change in
accounting arrangements in relation to the payment of fare and social
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welfare concessions. Under the changed accounting arrangements.
effective from 1 July 1993, the fare and social welfare concessions are
reflected in the total grant to Transperth and are therefore not included
under die category of social security and welfare.

MEAT - INQUIRY INTO THE LEVELS OF PESTICIDE RESIDUE IN MEAT
REPORT

144. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:
(1) Who has the Minister appointed to investigate claims that contaminated

meat has found its way to retail outlets?
(2) What are the terms and conditions of the person appointed?
(3) What are die ternms of reference of the inquiry?
(4) What is the deadline for the inquiry?
(5) Will the report of the inquiry be tabled in Parliament?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(0)45) Mr Eric Kelly was appointed to fulfil the consultancy, which had the

following terms of reference.-
1. To evaluate the adequacy of the management system to protect

against contaminated meat reaching the marketplace.
2. To investigate specific allegations made by the Capel Shire health

surveyor that -
(i) contaminated meat is being delivered to the marketplace;
(ii) offenders are not being prosecuted; and
(iii) the Minister for Primary Industry has failed to respond to

a letter sent to him with regard to these matters.
3. To report to me other matters which relate to this issue.
Mr Kelly's report was tabled in Parliament on 10) May 1994.

SEMINAR - MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRY'S ATITENDANCE
External Facilitators

146. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:
(1) With reference to question on notice 2357 of 1993-94. did the Minister

attend the seminar?
(2) Who were the external facilitators employed?
(3) What is the breakdown of costs?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Brent Stewart - Market Equity Pty Ltd

Nick Randall - Lifesiress Pty Ltd.
(3) External facilitators $1 777.50

Meals & Accommodation $2360.80
WEDGE-TAILED EAGLES - SHOOTING LICENCES

Damage Licences Issued. to Farmers; Last Game Licence Issued
147. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:

(1) With reference to question on notice 2358 of 1993-94, how many damage
licences were issued to farmers to shoot wedge-tailed eagles in:
(a) 1990-91;
(b) 1991-92;
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(c) 1992-93;
(d) to date in 1993-94?

(2) In what areas were these licences issued?
(3) When was the last game licence issued to shoot wedge-tailed eagles?
(4) To whom was the licence issued and for what reason?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) (a) 1990-91 -One

(b) 1991-92 - Nil
(c) 1992-93 - Nil
(d) to date in 1993-94 - One.

(2) Kojonup and Chapman Valley Shires.
(3) There has never been a facility to issue a 'game licence' for wedge-tailed

eagles.
(4) Not applicable.

AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD - SODIUM FLUOROACETATE (1080),
HANDLING SAFEGUARDS

149. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:
What are the Agriculture Protection Board's stringent in-house safeguards
for the handling of sodium fluomoacetate, known as 1080?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The Agriculture Protection Board's stringent in-house safeguards for
using and handling 1080 include -

thorough research and screening of dose rates to ensure adequate
safety tolerances for native species
adjustment of dose rate where susceptible native species might be
present; for example, Chuditch
quality control during production to ensure compliance with
specifications
secure packaging, transportation and storage specifications
meticulous recording and auditing of despatch, receipt, supply and
application
comprehensive in-house training of operational staff before
authorisation to use 1080
on-the-job supervision for inexperienced operators
techniques and machinery used for application designed and tested
thoroughly
formal gazettal of operational areas to warn public of presence of
1080 and restrictions applying
careful risk assessment preapplication and thorough post baiting
monitoring
posting of poison warning signs regardless of location
written notification to adjoining landholders in some areas such as
special rural zones
restrictions on application of 1080 in sensitive or hazardous areas
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comprehensive system of public awareness through media
extension
a full range of advisory leaflets relating to 1080 use readily
available.

WARNER, IAN - STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA,
APPOITMENT TO OVERSEE CHANGES, PAYMENT

155. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Is Mr Ian Warner receiving payment for his appointment to oversee

changes to the State Energy Commission of Western Australia?
(2) If so, how much?
Mr C.J. BARNETIT replied:
(1) Yes, Mr Warner is receiving payment for his appointment as a member of

the energy implementation committee established to oversee changes to
t State Energy Commission of Western Australia.

(2) $30 000 per annum or $2 500 per month.
GOVERNMENT TRAVEL - AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

Israel Visit, Purpose
158. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:

With reference to the visit to Israel by four officers of the Agriculture
Department between 30 April and 15 May 1993, what was the specific
purpose of the visit?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The purpose of die visit was for four officers having widely different
expertise to visit Israel to attend three major concurrent conferences -

6th International Conference on Irrigation
1st World Symposium of Agri-ecology
3rd International Seminar on Greenhouse Technology.

In addition, the group undertook a tour of major agricultural institutes and
were joined by Western Australian growers. The purpose was to
investigate latest developments in Israel, a world leader of production
under difficult soil and water conditions.

GOVERNMENT TRAVEL - AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT
International Lupin Conference, Portugal

159. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Primary Industry:
(1) With reference to the attendance at the International Lupin Conference in

Portugal by four officers of the Agriculture Department from 10 April to 3
May 1993, why was it necessary for four officers to attend?

(2) What was the duration of the conference?
(3) What positions do the officers who attended the conference hold in the

Agriculture Department?
(4) What is the breadown. of the $6 230 cost for each person?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) The four officers represented widely different areas of activity, namely

breeding of L angunifolius, breeding of new lupin species, nutrition of
lupins, and lupin technology adoption.

(2) Duration of the conference was 18 to 23 April 1993.
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(3) Three research officers and one extension officer, all working very
actively on lupin research and development.

(4) The breakdown of costs was approximately -

International airfare 2 700
Internal travel costs 1 000
Accommodation 1 800
Conference fees '730
The officers visited research institutes in addition to the conference.
Costs were covered by the Grains Research and Development
Corporation, the International Lupin Conference Trust Fund and the
Centre for Legumes in Mediterranean Agriculture.

FIRE BRIGADE - VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS, JOBS PROTECTION
160. Or CONSTABLE to the Minister for Emergency Services:

What legislative or other provisions are in place in Western Australia to
protect the jobs of volunteer firefighters and other emergency service
volunteers when they are called to a fire or other emergency?

Mr WIESE replied:
There is no legislation or other provisions in place in Western Australia to
protect the jobs of emergency service volunteers when called to an
emergency. However, in January 1986 Cabinet gave approval for
government officers who are absent from duty as a result of their
assistance in emergency services to receive pay for the period of absence.
Leave with pay is to be granted provided that the emergency service
organisation certifies that the employee's services were required for the
specific period and only if the employee's services were not required at
his/her own place of employment for essential or emergency operations.
This approval applies to members of the State Emergency Service, St John
Ambulance Brigade and volunteers of the Bush Fires Brigade.
In extenuating circumstances upon written request, following the refusal
of an employer to pay wages to a volunteer for the period that person was
absent on fire fighting duties, the Western Australian Fire Brigades Hoard
will consider reimbursement of lost wages. This is considered only after
an approach to an employer has been unsuccessful in a bid to have the
decision not to pay the volunteer reversed.

FAMILY VIOLENCE - GOVERNMENT $1l6m PACKAGE, DISTRIBUTION
170. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Community Development:

How is the Government's $1.6m package on combating family violence to
be apportioned?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Community awareness raising -

Market research 65 000
Media 555 000
Advertising and information materials
and contingencies .175 000
District initiatives 105 000

(2) Family Helpline 486 750
(3) Community Training & Skills Development 240 000
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JANGARDUP MINERAL SANDS PROJECT - BEENUP MINERAL SANDS
PROJECT

Trucking Route
17 1. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Resources Development:

I refer to the Jangardup mineral sands project and the Beenup mineral
sands project and the Minister's commitment to make a decision on the
trucking route from the minesites to the processing plants within two to
three months of the end of February 1994, and ask:
(1) Has the Government decided upon a trucking route for the mineral

sands?
(2) Does that moute go through the town of Nan nup?
(3) Has the Government abandoned the former Labor Government's

commitment to construct an alternative route around the Nannup
townsite?

(4) If so, what are the reasons for the abandonment of that
commitment?

(5) Has the Government made a commitment to upgrade Sues Road
for carriage of mineral sands?

(6) If so, what is that position?
(7) If no decisions on the abovementioned matters are being made as

yet, when is it likely that decisions will be made?
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(1) No formal proposal has been submitted by Government or the proponent

to change the approved transport route for Cable Sands' Jangardup
project - Black Point Road. Stewart Road. Vasse Highway and Bussell
Highway. Mineral Deposits Limited has approval to use Scott River
Road, Brockman Highway, Sues Road and Russll Highway for the
Beenup project.

(2) Yes - for the Jangardup project - until either a town bypass is built or an
alternative route is available.

(3) No.
(4) *Not applicable.
(5)-(6)

Sues Road is the preferred haulage route for both the Jangardup and
Beenup, mineral sands mines. The upgrading of Sues Road is dependent
on a decision by MDL to proceed with the Beenup project. However, the
possibility of an early commitment to upgrade Sues Road, before a
decision by MDL to proceed with Beenup, is being examined within
Government.

(7) A decision by MDL on Beenup is expected by the end of 1994. The
Government would prefer not to proceed with the Nannup bypass until
MDL's decision is known.

HILLVIEW CHILD AND ADOLESCENT CLINIC - ROLLS ROYCE SERVICE,
MINISTER FOR HEALTH'S STATEMENT

172. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Does the Minister still believe that Hillview Child and Adolescent Centre

provides "Rolls-Royce service" that caters to "upper middle class
children" (Thze West Australian, 20 December 1993)?
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(2) If yes, on what basis was the statement made?
(3) If no, will the Minister apologise to the staff and the Friends of the Child

and Adolescent Psychiatric Services?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following response -

What was meant by the statement was that Hiliview provides a
very good service for a small percentage of those children and
adolescents in need. In 1992-93 only 22.5 per cent of 13 to 18
year olds admitted to inpatient units in Western Australia were
admitted to Huliview. What has happened is that all the resources
are being used to provide one very costly service at the expense of
all other required child and adolescent psychiatric services. These
other services include an acute/secure unit and also services for
children and adolescents with problems that may not respond to
milieu therapy as is required for admission to Hillview. Another
criterion for admission to Hiliview is family support, and although
it is recognised that this criterion is not always strictly adhered to.
it limits the population that Hillview services, for example, "street"
kids.

(3) Not applicable.

HOSPITALS - BENTLEY
Wards 4andS, Changes

173. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(I) What changes are proposed for wards 4 and 5 at Bentley Hospital?
(2) Will patients from ward 5 be shifted to ward 4?
(3) If yes, how many?
(4) What is proposed for ward 5?
(5) When will the proposed changes be implemented?
(6) Will they be funded from expenditure cuts in other parts of the East

Metropolitan Health Region?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following response -

(1) It is proposed to establish 12 approved child and adolescent
psychiatric beds in ward 5, with ward 4 remaining as a geriatric
ward with an increased number of beds.

(2) Yes.
(3) Up to 12.
(4) It is proposed to establish 12 approved child and adolescent

psychiatric beds in ward 5, of which 4 may be used as secure beds,
if necessary.

(5) Patients will be transferred to ward 4 mid June, and patients
admitted to the child and adolescent unit mid August-

(6) Capital funding for the alterations is being sought from the
Commonwealth with some funding from the Bentley district
budget. Recurrent costs will be provided from within the total East
Metropolitan Region Health Service budget
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HOSPITALS - HILLVIEW TERRACE
Adolescent Residents, Percentage Suicidal: Deaths; Treatment Success Rate

174. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) What percentage of adolescents who are admitted to Hiliview Terrace

Hospital are suicidal when they cake up residence?
(2) Have there been any deaths at Hiliview?
(3) What is the success rate for the treatment offered to adolescents who take

up residence at Hiliview?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following response -

(1) While it is difficult to be precise as to the number of children
considered actively suicidal who are admitted to the H-iliview
Hospital site, up to 50 per cent are considered at risk of self-harm,
10 to 15 per cent actively suicidal. The main diagnosis of these at
risk patients would be those suffering from depression, and those
who have suffered emotional, physical and sexual abuse.

(2) To the best of our knowledge, there have been no deaths of
patients at the Hillview site. However, figures are not available for
the number of suicides of former Hiliview patients once they have
been discharged.

(3) Success is a difficult and complex subject to discuss and quantify.
However, based on studies of inpatients and outpatients, an
estimated 65 to 75 per cent of clients show a marked improvement
in their functioning, behaviour and mental health, following
treatment at Hilview Hospital. However, it needs to be borne in
mind that the admission criteria favour admission of those that are
likely to respond to therapies offered at Hillview.

SUICIDE - 15 TO 24 YEAR OLDS
175. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the suicide rate for 15-24 year olds in Western Australia?
(2) How has that rate changed, if at all, in the last decade?
(3) Does the suicide rate in the non-metropolitan parts of the state differ from

that in the metropolitan area?
(4) If yes, in what way and to what extent?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The most recent data on suicide available for Western Australia are
contained in table 1, for the 15 to 19 and 20 to 24 age groups, for
the period 1981-1992. In 1992 the age standardised rate of death
due to suicide was 15.2 per 100 000 in the 15 to 19 age group and
24.6 per 100 000 in the 20 to 24 age group - table 1.

(2) Death due to suicide has increased over the period 1981-1992 for
both the 15 to 19 and 20 to 24 age groups. The suicide rate for the
15 to 19 age group increased from 5.2 per 100 000 in 1981 to 15.2
per 100 000 in 1992. The suicide rate of the 20 to 24 age group
increased from 14.6 per 100 000 in 1981 to 24.6 per 100 000 in
1992.

(3)-(4) A comparison of metropolitan and non-metropolitan rates is
contained in table 2. This data is available for the period 1986-
1991.
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Non-metropolitan areas
The suicide rate for the 15 to 19 age group decreased from 9.4 per
100 000 in 1986 to 3 per 100 000 in 1991. The suicide rate for the
20 to 24 age group increased from 10.8 per 100000 in 1986 to
28.1 per 100 000 in 1991.
Metropolitan area
The suicide rate for the 15 to 19 age group in the metropolitan area
increased from 5.3 in 1986 to 9.8 per 100 000 in 199 1. The suicide
rate for the 20 to 24 age group dropped from 21.0 in 1986 to 19.0
per 100 000 in 1991.

Table I
Age standardised rates of suicide, WA

15-19 and 20-24 age groups, all methods, persons. 1981-1992
Year 15-19 20-24
1981 5.2 14.6
1982 8.6 16.7
1983 6.9 14.0
1984 9.3 24.5
1985 6.6 22.8
1986 6.4 17.7
1987 12.4 11.3
1988 15.2 20.9
1989 14.4 15.0
1990 9.1 22.4
1991 10.8 25.6
1992 15.2 24.6

Source: Mortality data file, Epidemiology & Health Services
Section, HDWA.

Table 2
Age standardised rates of suicide, metro and non-metro areas, WA

15-19 and 20-24 age groups, all methods, persons, 1986, 1991
Year

15-19 20-24
Non-metro areas
1986 9.4 10.8
1991 3.0 28.1
Metro
1986 5.3 21.0
1991 9.8 19.0

Source: Based on data from WA Research Institute for Child
Health.

HOSPITALS - BUNBURY REGIONAL
Ministerial Technical Advisory Committee Report

176. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has the ministerial technical advisory committee of Bunbury Regional

Hospital reported to the Minister?
(2) If yes, when?
(3) When does the Minister expect to be in a position to respond to the report?
(4) Will the Minister release the report for public comment?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -
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(1) Yes.
(2) 17 March 1994.
(3) The Minister has requested further information on the site for the

new hospital. This request has been given to the committee to
address with appropriate consultation with community members.

(4) Yes.
MULTICULTURAL PSYCHIATRIC CENTRE - INTERPRETER SERVICES,

COST
177. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Did the review of the Multicultural Psychiatric Centre by -the East
Metropolitan Region (December 1993) take into account the potential cost
of interpreter services for the various strategies that were identified and
assessed?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) Does the Government intend to budget for the provision of these services

in the new system which it is setting up?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The cost of translation services was considered in the formulation
of recommendations for the future services of transcultural mental
health services. However, because of the mode of operation of the
Multicultural Psychiatric Centre which included extensive use of
professional health workers as interpreters costings of interpreter
services were seen as largely subjective and lacking accuracy.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes, the health regions have a specific allocation of funds for

interpreter services. It is predicted that variations in the cost of
interpreter services will occur. Currently 75 per cent of
transcultural mental health services are provided by mainstream
health services. Part of the goal of restructuring transcultural
mental health services was to increase the utilisation of this service
by the ethnic population. It is probable that the increased used of
the reorganised transcultural services by that sector of the
population previously serviced by mainstream services could
resulting in some cost savings for interpreter services.
NURSING HOME CARE - PRIVATISATION

Relocation of Residents, Health Risks: Mt Henry Hospital, Procedures
179. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the health risks involved in the relocation of
residents from long-term care facilities?

(2) Can those risks expose the elderly to physical illness and even life-
threatening deterioration?

(3) What procedures are now in place at Mt Henry Hospital to allow for the
implementation of the Government's strategy to privatise nursing home
care?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Specialist geriatrician advice is that although some minor
deterioration may occur, this is generally transient and the patients
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improve as they become familiar with their new surroundings. The
risk is diminished by the careful selection of the appropriate
facility with similar surroundings. A survey conducted in April
1994 found that seven residents relocated from Mt Henry Hospital
were assessed as having an improved physical condition, which is
believed to be due to a more individualised approach to care that
fewer resident numbers permit.

(2) Generally not, however as patients in Mt Henry Hospital have
several co-morbidities. some deterioration by natural means is
inevitable no matter whether they remain in Mt Henry Hospital or
are relocated.

(3) Appointed clinical discharge coordinator to ensure continuous
liaison with the patients, relatives and non-government nursing
homes.
Undertaken continuous reassessment by clinical team at Mt Henry
Hospital to confirm patients' condition with respect to being
transferred.
Developed a comprehensive patient transfer information package
which details all options, procedures, assistance and acceptability
to patients and relatives.
Appointed an independent geriatrician to conduct reassessment
where requested by patients and/or relatives.
Appointed an independent arbitrator where requested by the
patients and/or relatives to act as an ombudsman.
Developed a human resource management plan to address the
issues of redeployment retraining and redundancy where required,
for staff.
Obtained approval for voluntary redundancy for staff.
Developed and submitted a strategic direction for Mt Henry
Hospital.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - HILLVIEW SITE,
APPROACHES BY CITY OF PERTH FOR SHEPPERTON TOWN COUNCIL

CHAMB3ERS
182. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Health Department been approached by the City of Perth or any of
its representatives or former councillors to have the Hiliview site or parts
thereof made available for council chambers for the proposed town of
Shepperton?

(2) Has the Health Department engaged in any discussions and/or negotiations
over this matter?

(3) If yes, who has been involved?
(4) If no, would the Health Department agree to such discussions and/or

negotiations with the City of Perth?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -.

(1) Mr Ross Keesing, Director Regional Planning and Development.
East Metropolitan Region Health Service, was contacted by
telephone by an officer of the City of Perth in approximately
November 1993 regarding the Hillview, site.
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(2) To the best of our knowledge, there have been no further
discussions with the City of Perth or any other organisation on this
matter.

(3) Not applicable.
(4) No. The site is government land and its future use, if it were not

going to be used for health services, is not the responsibility of the
Health Department

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - GAS
APPLIANCE TESTING LABORATORY, FUTURE

183. Mr THOMAS to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Has the State Energy Commission of Western Australia received

representations from Everdure Pty Ltd and other Western Australian
manufacturers of gas appliances regarding the future of the SEC WA gas
appliance testing laboratory?

(2) Is the Minister aware that over 500 people are employed in the
manufacture of gas appliances in Western Australia?

(3) Is the Minister also aware that gas appliances marketed within Australia
must be certified as conforming with the specifications of the Australian
Gas Association and that the SEC WA gas appliance testing laboratory is
the only laboratory in the state able to provide such certification?

(4) When will the Government inform the industry and the public what the
future of the SECWA laboratory will be and what arrangements are to be
made to discharge the vital functions performed by it?

Mr C.J. BARNEIT replied:
(1)-(3)

Yes.
(4) SEC WA has replied to Everdure Pty Ltd and others stating that it is aware

of the importance of the laboratory to the gas appliance industry in the
state. It has plans in hand to construct a new laboratory, at a location to be
determined within the next few weeks, for completion by March 1995.
The existing laboratory will continue to operate until the new labomatory is
operational.

FAMILY VIOLENCE - ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
Victims of Abuse, Funding of Services Analysis

184. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Prior to the Government launching its campaign to reduce the incidence of

abuse in families, was a thorough analysis carried out on the funding
needed to provide a comprehensive service to victims of abuse?

(2) If so, who carried out the analysis?
(3) Is the analysis publicly available?
(4) If not, why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) A comprehensive study has been undertaken of all programs and services

receiving DCD funding. The community industry services study will be
completed in the near future and will include an analysis of all funding to
the non-government sector.

(2) The community services industry study is being carried out by the
Department for Community Development.
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(3) It is my intention to make available copies of the report to all agencies
who were involved and other interested parties - where copies are
available.

(4) Not applicable.
FAMILY VIOLENCE - ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN

Victims of Abuse, Additional Demand on Agencies' Support Assessment
185. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Prior to the Government launching its campaign to reduce the incidence of
abuse in families, was an assessment made on whether the advertising
campaign would lead to additional demands being placed on agencies and
organisations providing support to victims of abuse?

(2) If so, what did that assessment reveal?
(3) Is the Government satisfied that the existing agenciestorganisations can

cope with any increased demand?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) The advertising campaign is aimed at promoting the use of the Family

Helpline service which is being promoted directly through the campaign.
The helpline was developed after comprehensive market research which
indicated the need and desire to use such a service.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Ongoing evaluation during the campaign will assess the level of

community activities.
MUSSEL FARMING - MINISTER'S DISSATISFACTION

190. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) With reference to the Minister's response to question on notice 2347 of

1993-94, why is the Minister dissatisfied with the development of the
mussel fanning industry in Western Australia?

(2) What does the Minister intend doing, if anything, to rectify this situation?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) Although the quantity of production is essentially an industry matter, I

would like to see further industry development to meet the considerable
local demand for mussels as well as the exploration of export
opportunities. I would be satisfied if all local demand could be met and
the state had a viable export industry for mussels.

(2) The Government has in place a mechanism to assist the industry increase
its quality standards through a shellfish sanitation program. Such
certification is desirable for both the local and export markets. The
interdepartmental committee on aquiculture continues to act as a central
clearing house to expedite processing of new applications for mussel
leases. It is up to industry to improve its husbandry techniques to
maxinmise production from existing mussel leases.

HOSPITALS - PINJARRA
Services Provided; Review

193. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) What services are currently provided by Pinjarra. Hospital?
(2) Are these services the subject of any review?
(3) If yes, when will that review be completed?
(4) Are any services currently available on the weekend?
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(5) If yes, which ones?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following response -

(1) The Pinjarra Hospital provides the following services -
General surgery
Specialist surgery including obstetrics, gynaecology, urology.
orthopaedics, ophthalmology, dental, gastroenterology,
paediatrics - limited
Obstetrics
Accident and Emergency
Outpatient services including physiotherapy, speech therapy.
occupational therapy
Permanent aged care and respite care services.

(2) Yes. A ministerial community reference group has been set up in
response to the Peel health services review. The terms of reference
for this group are -
To recommend an appropriate retention rate for the provision of
health services within Peel.
To identify the need, level and location for the provision of
accident and emergency services.
To define the range of services and facilities which the community
in Peel shouid expect to be provided locally, and their location.
To identify the degree to which current services and resources may
need to be reallocated within Peel.
To define formal and informal relationships between health care
providers in the metropolitan area and those in Peel.
To recommend formal and informal relationships between the
public and private health care providers to facilitate a
comprehensive and integrated health service.
The hospital board of management and executive, as part of the
ongoing business planning process, are also examining the services
provided by the hospital.

(3) The ministerial community reference group is due to provide its
recommendations to the Minister for Health on or about 30 July
1994. Preparation of business plans by the board of management
and executive of the Murray-Mandurab Health Services is
expected to be completed by 30 June 1994.

(4)
(5)

HOSPITALS -

Yes.
The majority of services outlined in answer to (1) are available on
weekends with exceptions of some outpatient services such as
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech pathology, pharmacy.
Operating theatres do not perform routine booked procedures on
Saturdays and Sundays, however, they are available for emergency
care.

PRIVATE MICROWAVE NETWORK TO ACCESS PATIENTS'
INFORMATION, ESTABLISH4MENT

194. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Is it intended to establish a private microwave network between hospitals

in order that they can access patients' information?
(2) If yes, how would such a system operate?
(3) Would it be possible for other persons to access this information if they

possessed the right equipment?
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Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following response -

(1) Microwave links will be established to extend an existing private
data communications network between metropolitan hospitals
which use dedicated Telecom Australia communication links.

(2) Authorised hospital personnel at the hospitals will use the
microwave links under rigorous security protocols in the same way
that the existing Telecom links are used in the performance of their
normal duties.

(3) The microwave components of the network will be even more
secure than the dedicated Telecom facilities used on the network.
HOSPITALS - SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER

Radiography Services, Changes
195. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) What range of radiography services are available at Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital?

(2) When was the equipment utilised by these services installed?
(3) Are there current plans to upgrade the equipment?
(4) Are there any plans to change the manner in which radiography services

are going to be delivered in the hospital?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following response -

(1) General radiography -

All skeletal examinations
Thoracic and abdominal plain films
Accident and emergency trauma work
Ward mobile examinations
Venography
Thoroscopic procedures - barium meal, barium enema, endoscopic

examinations
Intravenous urography
Tomography
Theatre - intra-operative films and fluoroscopy
Mammography -

Plan film mammography
Magnification techniques
Stereotactic lesion localisation
Pit-operative hookwire procedures
Post-operative investigations
Special procedures -

Cerebral and general angiography including some interventional
techniques

Myclography, arthrography, therapeutic joint injections
Computed tomography -

Full range of CT - head, thorax, abdomen and extremities.
Includes dynamic and helical (spiral) studies.
Magnetic resonance -

All anatomical areas and most MR procedures except, for
example, MR angiography.
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(2) General -

Trauma room accident and emergency installed 1990
"G" Block general rooms installed 1982 (some components ex "A"

Block purchased 1972-75)
"G" Block NVP and fluoroscopic rooms purchased 1981
Ward mobile equipment purchased 1982-88 (five out of seven

units dating from 1980-82)
Outpatients rooms installed 1974
Mammography -

X-ray equipment and dedicated film processor installed 1990
Special procedures -

Room 18 neuro-angiography - mixed equipment dating 1972-84
Room 19 abdominal and peripheral angiography 1982
Room 20 myelography and arthrography 1972
aT-
Siernans DRH 1985
Toshiba Express 1993
MRI -

Philips Gyro-scan 1988
Theatre -

QEC "C" Ann (Fluoroscopic) 1993
Philips BV22 (Fluoroscopic) 1982

(3) A submission has been placed with the Health Department of WA
to buy digital subtraction Angiography equipment.

(4) No.
AMBULANCE OFFICERS - SKILLS AND TRAINING, UPGRADING

Use of Paramedic Tools; Authority Determining Medical Intervention
196. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Who determines the extent to which ambulance officers can make medical
interventions?

(2) Can ambulance officers in any of the Australian states and territories
utilise paramedic tools such as injectable drugs and intravenous fluid
replacement?

(3) Are there any plans to upgrade the skills and training available to
ambulance officers in Western Australia?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(04-3) The member should refer his questions direct to the St John
Ambulance Association of Western Australia.

HOSPITALS - QUAIRADIh4G DISTRICT
Operating Theatre, Status; Review

197. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) What is the current status of the operating theatre at Quairading District

Hospital?
(2) Are there any plans to downgrade the operating theatre?
(3) Are any aspects of the operation of the Quairading District Hospital under

review?

623



Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The current status of the operating theatre at Qunirading District
Hospital enables the following services to be provided:
Uncomplicated elective procedures on low/moderate risk
inpatients requiring a general anaesthesia, and emergency surgery
following one hour notification for a general anaesthetic.

(2)-(3)
No.

SCHOOL DENTAL CLINICS - AUTOCLAVABLE HANDPIECES
198. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) How many school dental clinics now have autoclavable handpieces?
(2) Which school dental clinics are still to have autoclavable handpieces

installed?
(3) When is it expected that all school dental clinics will have autoclavable

handpieces?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) None.
(2) All.
(3) Approximately four months.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - REVIEW
199. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Given that there have been several reviews of the Fisheries Department
over the years that have reported the department to be a highly efficient
organisation. why has the Minister decided to undertake yet another
review?

(2) Who is undertaking the review?
(3) What arc the special qualifications which those undertaking cte review

possess to qualify them for this undertaking?
(4) Will the report be made public for industry to make comment upon?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) To correctly position the Fisheries Department in its ability to meet future

requirements for ongoing management of fisheries, aquiculture and related
marine industries. I will forward to the member further details outlined
within a Fisheries portfolio review information sheet I recently released.

(2) Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu.
(3) The Fisheries portfolio review information sheet provides for the details

on the consultants appointed. The consultants appointed have the
necessary organisational, investigative and analysis skills to undertake the
review brief

(4) The public will have an opportunity through submissions to provide input
to the review. The consultants will also be assessing the conclusion of
their draft report with principal stakeholder interests before finalising their
response to me.
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TROUT FISHERIES - FISHING IN DAMS, AGREEMENT WITH MINING
COMPANY

200. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:
With reference to question on notice 1208 of 1993-94, what progress, if
any, has been made towards the finalisation of an agreement with the
mining company to permit fishing in dams stocked with trout?

Mr HOUSE replied:
Further discussions have been held with the mining company regarding
public access initially to Noralup damn. An announcement will be made
shortly. Triploid rainbow trout wil be stocked into this darn to ensure
continued recreational fishing.

SCALLOP FISHERIES - SHUCKING MACHINE TRIALS, PROPONENTS'
REPORT

Fisheries Department'~s Evaluailon
201. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) With reference to question 1215 of 1993-94, have the proponents of the
scallop shucking machine completed their trials and presented thieir report
to the Fisheries Department for evaluation?

(2) If yes, has the Fisheries Department completed the evaluation?
(3) If yes, with what result?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) No. Further trials are required to be conducted.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - SOUTH WEST TRAWL FISHERY REVIEW
Completion Date; Changes

202. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) With reference to question on notice 1214 of 1993-94, has the review of

the south west trawl fishery been concluded?
(2) If yes, what changes, if any, have been or ar to be introduced to the

management plan?
(3) If no, when is the review expected to be completed?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) By the end of 1994.

SALMON FISHERIES - RECREATIONAL, RESEARCH
204. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) What research has been undertaken in the 1994 Australian salmon
recreational fishery?

(2) What research is proposed for the 1994 Australian salmon recreational
fishery?

Mr HOUSE replied:

(1)-(2)
A comprehensive salmon creel survey commenced in February 1994 from
Cape Arid to Perth. The creel survey will investigate catch and effort of
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recreational anglers. A complementary socioeconomic study of the value
of the recreational salmon fishery has recently commenced by Professor
Uinder at the University of Western Australia.

FISHERIES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUND - LEVY RATE FOR
COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN

207. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:
(I) Has the Government made a decision on the levy rate to apply to

commercial fishermen for the Fisheries Research and Development Fund
for the forthcoming year?

(2) If yes:
(a) what levy rate will apply;.
(b) in dollar terms, what is the anticipated increase on the total levy

rate collection for 1993-94?
(3) If no. when will a decision be made on the levy rate for the forthcoming

year?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) The issue is currently under consideration. The levy rate currently

applicable in 1993-94 is 1. 1 per cent.

SHARK BAY REGION PLAN - REVIEW
211. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Was the Minister correctly reported by The West Australian on Monday,
18 April 1994 in saying that the Shark Bay Region Plan "was dead and
had to be changed to allow development"?

(2) Has the Minister formally initiated a review of the Shark Bay Region
Plan?

(3) Who is to undertake such a review and when were they appointed to do
so?

(4) -When does the Minister expect to receive a report based on a review of the
Shark Bay Region Plan?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) In general terms I inferred that the region plan was obsolete as it was

finalised in 1988 and a common and statutory planning requirement
necessitates the review of all such town plans after five years.

(2) No, but the Shire of Shark Bay has informally agreed to the need for
review and the Department of Planning and Urban Development has been
requested to initiate review procedures.

(3) The State Planning Commission in concert with the local authity and
other agencies - details to be finalised.

(4) See answer to question (2).

CHURCHMAN BROOK CATCHMAENT AREA - UNSEWERED LOTS
DEVELOPMENT

212. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Why did the Minister decide to overrule the Armadale City Council's
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decision to allow 220 unsewered lots in a subdivision within the
Churchman Brook catchraent area and increase the number of lots to 254?

(2) Why did the Minister approve development at a greater density and
smaller lot-size than as provided for in the rural strategy plan agreed to by
the local council and ratepayers?

(3) Has an environmental impact study of the development been carried out?
(4) If not, why not?
(5) What impact will the presence of 254 unsewered lots have on the adjacent

Churchman Brook catchment area?
(6) What impact will the presence of 254 septic tanks have on the water

quality of Narrogin and Carradine Brooks, the headwaters of which are
adjacent to die subdivision?

(7) Sow does the Minister reconcile allowing the development of so many
unsewered lots in a location of strategic significance to local water
resources wit the objectives contained in the Government's infill
sewerage program?

(8) Will these lots require sewerage connection in the future?
(9) If so -

(a) what is die projected future cost to the Government of providing
sewerage to these lots;

(b) why should this cost not be borne by the developer, rather than by
the taxpayers of Western Australia?

(10) If not, why not?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) In accordance with the recommendation of the State Planning

Commission, together with the associated town planning scheme land use
and management provisions, I agreed that the development concept for
254 lots averaging 4 115 square metres, adequately addressed council's
concerns relating to the protection of rural amenity, and that a high
standard of development would be achieved.

(2) The rural strategy is in draft form and has not yet been endorsed by the
council or the State Planning Commission.

(3) Comprehensive consultant planning and environental reports have been
prepared to demonstrate die capability and suitability of the land to sustain
the development.

(4) Not applicable.
(5) Detailed site studies have concluded that there will be little or no impact.
(6) Detailed studies of the soil conditions have demonstrated the capability of

the land to sustain on site effluent disposal systems without detriment to
ground water resources. The Water Authority, Health Department and
council have raised no objections to the development in relation to impact
on the ground water resource.

(7) The site is not located in the catchment of the Churchman Brook reservoir
or any other current or proposed potable water supply. There is no
conflict with the objectives contained in the Government's infill sewerage
Program.

(8) No.
(9) Not applicable.
(tO) State Planning Commission policy does not require lots of the size
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proposed to be connected to sewerage. The land will remain in the rural
zone for the long term and is not required far future urban development.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - ABUSE IN FAMILIES
CAMPAIGN. BUDGET

213. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) What is the budget provided for each of the following strategies which

form part of the Abuse in Families campaign:
(a) mass media advertising - television advertising across the state;
(b) family helpline - 24 hour telephone counselling and information

service;
(c) local community based initiatives;
(d) public relations activities;
(e) production of brochures and publicity material;
(0) funding for community agencies to develop skills development

groups for victims and perpetrators of abuse in families;
(g) a training program for people working with children and teenagers

from families where spouse abuse is occurring?
(2) How much of the local community based initiatives strategy is to be met

out of existing resources of the Department for Community Development
and what additional money is to be provided under this campaign for these
local community based initiatives?

(3) What are the objectives, guidelines and selection criteria for the provision
of funding for community agencies to develop skills development groups
for victims and perpetrators of abuse in families which forms one of the
campaign strategies?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) (a) $500000

(b) $215 700 - 1993-94
(c) $105000
(d) no specific allocation
(e) $50000
(f) $180000
(g) $60 000.

(2) $105 000 has been allocated for local initiatives to complement ongoing
work of the department at district level.

(3) These are in the final stages of development.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - SOUTH

METROPOLITAN HEALTH REGION
Regionalisodion Plan, Abandonment

215. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has the regionalisacion plan for the south metropolitan health region been

abandoned?

(2) If yes, what arrangements are to be set in place to replace it?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the foliowing reply -

(I) No; however, all metropolitan and country regions are preparing
for health management reforms to be introduced from 1 July 1994.
This involves regional offices becoming "purchasers" of health
services to their population.
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(2) Not applicable.
HOSPITALS - FREMANTLE

Executives Denied Attendance at Hospital Board Meetings
216. Dr GALLOP to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Have any executives of the Fremantle Hospital been denied the right to
attend meetings of the hospital board?

(2) If so, why?
(3) Is such a policy to be applied to all hospital boards in Western Australia?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following response -

(1) Under instruction dated 28 July 1992 from the previous Minister
for Health, Mr Keith Wilson, teaching hospital boards of
management were instructed to allow only board members and a
chief executive officer to attend board meetings.

(2) Fremantle Hospital abided by Mr Wilson's instruction and
members of the hospital executive group were denied attendance at
board meetings from that date.

(3) Since reconstitution of a board of management for Fremantle
Hospital on 12 April 1994, it has been resolved that members of
the hospital executive group should be given access to board
meetings. This is now occurring.

CARAVAN PARKS - LEGISLATION, INTRODUCTION
217. Mr HILL to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Does the Minister intend introducing caravan park legislation in this
session of Parliament?

(2) If yes, when will the legislation be made available for public assessment?
(3) If no, does the Minister intend to ignore the repeated requests from

caravan park operators and tenants for new legislation as proposed by his
predecessors?

Mr OMODEl replied:
(1) Yes, I hope to be in a position to introduce the Bill later this session.
(2) I have not yet made a decision on this matter.
(3) Not applicable.
FISHERIES - SOUTH COAST ESTUARIES WORKING GROUP REPORT

218. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) Has the Minister received a report from the south coast estuaries working

group on a possible rationalisation mechanism for that fishery?
(2) If no -

(a) when does the Minister expect to receive the report;
(b) will the Minister expedite the report by applying a deadline to its

preparation?
(3) What action will the Minister take to ensure an appropriate level of public

consideration of the working group's recommendations?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(l)-(3)

1 expect to receive a final report prior to the end of 1994. I have requested
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the department to ensure that full and proper industry consultation occurs
in the preparation of the report.

FISHERIES - RESOURCE ALLOCATION. DISCUSSION PAPER BY
AUSTRALIAN SALMON AND HERRING RESOURCE ALLOCATION

COMMITT7EE
219. Mr HILL to the Minister for Fisheries:

When will the discussion paper on the issue of resource allocation being
prepared by the Australian Salmon and Herring Resource Allocation
Committee be finalised and released to the public?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The next meeting of the Australian Salmon and Herring Resource
Allocation Committee will be held on 3 June 1994 where the meeting will
focus on finalising the discussion paper. I will release the discussion
paper once it is available and will allow sufficient time for public
comment.

ROCK LOBSTER FISHERIES - POTS. MAXIMUM OF SEVEN MODIFICATION
222. Mr KILL to the Minister for Fisheries:

Is consideration being given to a modification of the current rate of a
maximum of seven pots per metre of rock lobster vessel?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The Rock Lobster Industry Advisory Committee has formed a
subcommittee which is investigating the future options for management of
the rock lobster fishery. The relationship between pots and boat size is
under consideration in the context of the overall review.

OMEX CONTAMINATION SITE. BELLEVUE - REMEDIATION WORK
223. Mr HILL to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Following the Minister's visit to the Omex contamination site in Bellevue,
what action has the Minister taken to ensure appropriate levels of
remediation of the waste disposal site?

(2) Is the Minister satisfied with the remediation undertaken to date?
(3) Which organisation or government authority is responsible for the

remediation work?
(4) When is the remediation work expected to be completed?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following response -
(1) There are no provisions in health legislation to require remediation

of contaminated sites. Any remediation orders need to be issued
under the Environmental Protection Act, which is the
responsibility of the Minister for the Environment, I visited the
site in the capacity of member for East Metropolitan Region. and I
have conveyed my impressions of the visit and concerns to the
Minister for the Environment.

(2)-(4) These matters are not within my portfolio.
WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS - FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND HOME

LOANS, APPLICANTS NOT REGARDED AS PERMANENTLY EMPLOYED
224. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Is the Minister aware that financial institutions may not regard a person
employed under a workplace agreement as being in permanent
employment when assessing that person's application for a housing loan?
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(2) Would such an attitude by a financial institution be in accord with state
government policy?

(3) If not, what action has the inister taken or will the Minister take to
advise financial institutions of the Government's policy?

Mr KIERATH replied:
(1)-(2) No.
(3) No action is necessary because in terms of security of employment there is

no difference between employment under a workplace agreement or
employment under any other contractual arrangement.

SCHOOLS - BELMONT SENIOR HIGH
Academic Extension Program. Axing Decision

225. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) (a) Is the Minister aware that Belmont Senior High School was not

consulted prior to the Education Department decision to axe the
academic extension program from the school;

(b) for what reason was the school not consulted?
(2) (a) What research was carried out by the Education Department prior

to the decision being made;
(b) if research was carried out, who carried it out, how was it done and

who was consulted;
(c) will the Minister provide evidence of such research?

(3) (a) Who are the members of the policy advisory committee for the
academic extension program;

(b) were they consulted prior to the decision being made and if not,
why not?

(4) (a) How many students are currently enrolled in the academic
extension program at Belmont Senior High School?

(b) how many students have been enrolled each year in the program at
Belmont since its inception;

(c) given past enrolments, what was the projected number of
enroilnents e 'ach year for the next five years?

(5) Will the Minister list all the suburbs that current students in the Belmont
AEP are drawn from?

(6) What evidence is there to indicate that the program would be more
effective at Cannington Senior High School?

(7) Will the Minister make available to the school and the parents and citizens
association, all Education Department documents relevant to the decision?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) (a) No, I was not aware.
(b) The school was contacted prior to the decision to confirm

the numbers of students attending their academic extension
program who had gained entry by means of the tests used
to identify and place academically gifted students.

(2) (a) A report was prepared identifying the 10 existing academic
extension programs and recommending possible locations
for the revised program for gifted and talented students.
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(b) The report was prepared using available data, by a senior
planning analyst from the Education Department. The
report involved the identification and selection of schools
based on access for students and availability of permanent
classroom accommodation. In the case of Belmont Senior
High School. it was found that the school was not suitably
located to give comfortable access to students from the area
it is required to serve. In addition, it was not well placed to
give access to students from the growing south east
corridor. Belmont Senior High School is at capacity and is
unable to accommodate the desired number of academic
extension program students.

(c) Should the school community request this. their
representatives will be given access to relevant officers
from the Education Department and the data that led to this
decision.

(3) (a) Dr Mort Harsleut (Chairperson) - Superintendent of
Education
Neil Jarvis - R/Executive Director, Education Department
Dr Anne Butorac - Social Justice. Education Department
Dr Florence Maltby - Edith Cowan University
Mr Bruce Galbraith - Western Australian Council of State
School Organisations
Ms Jean Rice - Manager, Full time Preprimary
Implementation. Education Department
Mr Jim Haynes - Secondary Principals' representative
Mr John Bennett - Principal. District High School
representative
Ms Lea Verstergaard - PEAC (PROAPT)
Ms Dee Greeve - Coordinator. Secondary Special
Placement Program
Ms Alison Bevan - Principal School Psychologist
Mr Tullio Rubinich (Executive Officer) - Education
Department

(b) The function of the policy advisory committee is to advise
an policy. The selection of locations. of academic
extension programs is not a function of that group.

(4) (a) Year 8 - 23 students, year 9 - 24 students; year 10 - 22
students; total 69 students. Of the 69 students, only 28 are
drawn from outside the school boundary. The desired
academic extension program numbers in a senior high
school far the three years of lower school are between 90
and 96. with between 68 and 72 coming from outside the
school boundary. As these figures stand. Belmont's
numbers represent only 70 per cent of what is acceptable.
In fact, Belmont's figures are lower, as only a percentage
of those students gained entry as the result of special
placement testing; the classes were topped up from within
the school.

(b) These figures include students from within and those drawn
from outside the school boundary -

1988 62
1989 58
1990 75
1991 67
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1992 72
1993 62
1994 69

The number of students who gained entry into the program
at Belmont Senior High School, via the special placement
tests, has been falling steadily for a number of years. Class
sizes have been maintained by including able students from
within the school.

(c) As a result of the social justice policy, it was projected that
enrolments would decline even further as other schools
began to make their own provisions for their more
academically able students. Only 18 applications for
testing have been received from the area now serviced by
Belmont Senior High School for the 1995 entrance. Of
those, only a moderate percentage will be successful.

(5) Lathlain; St James; Redcliffe; Carlisle; Rivervale; Beckenham;
Thornie; Kewdale; Balga; High Wycombe; Forrestfield.

(6) Canningcon Senior High School satisfies the two criteria used in
the identification and selection of schools -

(i) it is readily accessed by bus services, particularly because
of its proximity to Albany Highway, and it is directly
linked by rail to most areas, particularly to the south east
corridor;

(ii) Cannington Senior High School has a sufficient amount of
permanent classrooms to accommodate the program and to
cater for foreseable growth.

Belmont Senior High School could not satisfy either of these
criteria.

(7) As already indicated. I am happy for representatives of the school
community to meet with relevant officers from the Education
Department to discuss the data that led to this decision.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES
REVIEW BY OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

Purchases in Contravention of State Supply Policies Finding
228. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and

Recreation:
(1) Have staff in the office of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing

policies found that within the Department of Sport and Recreation there
was insufficient evidence indicating that written quotations had been
regularly obtained, in contravention of State Supply policies that written
quotations should be obtained for purchases above $5 000 per line item?

(2) If yes, on which date did the Minister become aware formally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1), what action has the Minister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Sport and Recreation has provided the following
response -

(1) Staff in the office of the Auditor General found that, overall, given
the size of the ministry's purchasing function, reasonable
purchasing practices were in place. There was some evidence that
on some occasions written quotations had not been sought
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(2) The then Minister for Sport and Recreation was not informed of
the finding. A management letter was issued to the Executive
Director of the Ministry of Sport and Recreation advising of
Audit's concerns.

(3) In view of (2), the Ministry of Sport and Recreation reviewed its
purchasing procedures and included them in its internal policy and
procedures manual in June 1993.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES
REVIEW BY OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

Purchases in Contravention of State Supply Policies Finding
229. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and

Recreation:
(1) Have staff in the off ice of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing

policies found that within the Department of Spont and Recreation there
were instances where goods of a value in excess of $50 000 were
purchased without going to public tender in contravention of tender
practice guidelines issued by the State Supply Commission?

(2) If yes. on which date did the Minister become aware formally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1), what action has the Minister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Sport and Recreation has provided the following
response -

(1) Staff in the office of the Auditor General found that given the size
of the ministry's purchasing function, reasonable purchasing
practices were in place. However. Audit expressed concern that, in
1992. a number of purchases for similar items had not been
aggregated and put out to a tender.

(2) The then Minister for Sport and Recreation was not informed of
the finding. A management letter was issued to the Executive
Director of the Ministry of Sport and Recreation advising of
Audit's concerns.

(3) In view of (2). the Ministry of Spant and Recreation reviewed its
purchasing procedures and included them in its internal policy and
procedures manual in June 1993.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES
REVIEW BY OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

Purchases in Contravention of State Supply Policies Finding
230. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Have staff in the office of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing
policies found that within the Department of Minerals and Energy there
was insufficient evidence indicating that written quotations had been
regularly obtained, in contravention of State Supply policies that written
quotations should be obtained for purchases above $5 000 per line item?

(2) If yes, on which date did the Minister become aware formally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1). what action has the inister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?
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Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
The Minister for Mines has provided the following reply -

(1) The Auditor General, in his report dated 22 February 1993, found
no evidence in the samples of transactions above $5 000 that the
department was contravening state supply policies. It found that
each sample had written quotations which were attached to the
purchase requisition. In addition, the Auditor General found that
in the Department of Minerals and Energy, "Purchasing practices
were of a standard comparable to that observed in dhe better
managed Government trading enterprises within the State Public
Sector".

(2)-(3) Not applicable.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS ANT) AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES

REVIEW BY OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL
Purchases in Contravention of State Supply Policies Finding

231. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:
(1) Have staff in the office of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing

policies found that within the Department of Minerals and Energy there
were instances where goods of a value in excess of $50 000 were
purchased without going to public tender in contravention of tender
practice guidelines issued by the State Supply Commission?

(2) If yes>, on which date did the Minister become aware formally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1), what action has the Minister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(1) No. The Department of Minerals and Energy has only devolved

purchasing authority up to $50 000. All purchases of goods and services
in excess of $50 000 are always referred to the Department of State
Services for -

the calling of public renders; or
the calling of restrictive tenders; or
exemption for calling tenders, eg in the case of sole source.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES

REVIEW BY OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL
Purchases in Contravention of State Supply Policies Finding

232. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Have staff in the office of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing

policies found that within the Ministry for Education there was
insufficient evidence indicating that written quotations had been regularly
obtained, in contravention of State Supply policies that written quotations
should be obtained for purchases above $5000 per line item?

(2) If yes, on which date did the Minister become aware formally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1), what action has the Minister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following response -
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(1) A report from the Office of the Auditor General to the Ministry of
Education in June 1993 revealed that the above breaches of State
Supply Commission purchasing policies had occurred.

(2) The department was formally advised by Peter McCann, Audit
Manager, Office of the Auditor General in a letter dated 23
December 1992, stating ". .. that there is a lack of adequate
internal control over purchasing within the corporate supply
section of the Ministry, and by implication throughout the
Ministry". This advice was received on 11~ January 1993 and the
department was given one month to investigate and initiate
appropriate action.

(3) Since the department was advised that problems in the supply
function existed, appropriate action has been taken with the
appointment of a supply consultant in February 1993. and the
following has been carried out -

Supply services section has undergone a restructure and
additional qualified staff have been appointed
A supply procedures manual and revised supply
management business plan developed and approved by
State Supply Commission
Development/issue through department of appropriate
supply services policy statements oudlining policies to be
adhered to and procedures to be undertaken in purchasing
process
Review carried out by State Supply Commission in August
1993 resulted in devolved purchasing extension being
granted to the Education Department.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES
REVIEW BY OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

Purchases in Contravention of State Supply Policies Finding
233. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) Have staff in the office of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing
policies found that within the Ministry of Education there were, instances
where goods of a value in excess of $50 000 were purchased without
going to public tender in contravention of tender practice guidelines issued
by the State Supply Commission?

(2) If yes. on which date did the Minister become aware formally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1). what action has the Minister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following response -

(1)-(3)
The member is referred to question on notice 232.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES
REVIEW BY OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

Purchases in Con travention of State Supply Policies Finding
238. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Have staff in the office of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing
policies found that within the Water Authority of Western Australia there
was insufficient evidence indicating that written quotations had been
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regularly obtained, in contravention of State Supply policies that written
quotations should be obtained for purchases above $5 000 per line item?

(2) If yes, on which date did the Minister become aware formnally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1), what action has the Minister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?

Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - PURCHASING POLICIES
REVIEW BY OFFICE OF ThE AUDITOR GENERAL

Purchases in Contravention of State Supply Policies Finding
239. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Have staff in the office of the Auditor General reviewing purchasing
policies found that within the Water Authority of Western Australia there
were instances where goods of a value in excess of $50 000 were
purchased without going to public tender in contravention of tender
practice guidelines issued by the State Supply Commission?

(2) If yes, on which date did the Minister become aware formally or
informally that such a finding had been made or was likely to be made?

(3) If yes to (1), what action has the Minister taken to ensure compliance with
State Supply policies in the purchasing practices of his agencies?

Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - DEBT REPAYMENTS
New Borrowings

240. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) What amounts of Water Authority debt have been repaid in each of the

last five financial years?
(2) Following the announcement of the expanded infill sewerage program

what are the projections for debt repayment by the Water Authority in
each of the next five financial years?

(3) What new borrowings has the Water Authority undertaken in each of the
last five financial years?

(4) Following the announcement of the expanded infill sewerage program
what are the projected new borrowings for the Water Authority in each of
the next five financial years?

Mr OMODE1 replied:
(1)m
1993-94 52.874 (estimated)
1992-93 63.690
199t1-92 14.087
1990-91 17.698
1989-90 12.523

(2) 1994-95 11.280
1995-96 11.857
1996-97 10.994
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1997-98 11.007
1998-99 11.058

(3) Nil new borrowings for the last five financial years.
(4) Indicative maximum borrowings; are projected as follows -

$m
1994-95 Nil
1995-96 20
1996-97 25
1997-98 30
1998-99 30

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT - PERSONS CHARGED FOR DRIVING
ELECTORS TO AND FROM EARLY POLLING BOOTH

243. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) Has any person been charged under the Local Government Act for driving
an elector to and from an early polling booth?

(2) If so. under what section of the Act and what is. or was, the penalty?
Mr OMODEI replied:
(l)-(2) No information has been received on any charges laid in these

circumstances.
BUILDING MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY - BOWERS. DESMOND.

REDUNDANCY PAYOUT AND NEW JOB. INFORMATION SOURCE
Former Employees receiving Unemployment Benefits

247. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Works:
(1) Where did the Minister get his information that Mr Desmond Bowers of

Queens Park would be in a new job straight after receiving a redundancy
payout from the Building Management Authority?

(2) How many former employees of the BMA are now in receipt of
unemployment benefits?

(3) Has the Government's actions in making hundreds of people redundant
transferred the state's costs of unemployment to the federal welfare
system?

Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) The Building Management Authority has advised me that Mr Desmond

Bowers indicated to it at his exit interview that he had ajob to go to.
(2) Former BMA employees are not required to advise the organisation of

whether they have applied for, or are in receipt of. unemployment
benefits. Therefore this information is not available.

(3) The Government has not forced employees to take redundancy payments.
The schemes have been voluntary and employees have made the choice of
leaving state government employment to pursue other job offers or
opportunities. As mentioned in the answer to question (2), information on
how many of these people are now in receipt of federal welfare payments
is not available.

SEWERAGE - INFILL PROGRAM
Brochures Mailed

268. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Water Resources:
(1) To which categories of people were brochures promoting the expanded

infill sewerage program mailed?
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(2) Were any brochures mailed to people whose properties are already
sewered?

(3) If yes, how many brochures were mailed in total to people in this
category?

(4) Were any brochures mailed to state and Commonwealth government
agencies?

(5) If yes, how many?
(6) If yes to question (4), why were brochures mailed to government

agencies?
Mr OMODET replied:

(1) All customers directly affected by the infill sewerage program were
targeted. As no record exists of all residences with septic tanks the
WAWA rating system was used for all areas except Busselton and
Bunbury. All lots paying water rates, less those paying sewer rates, less
small towns, less special rating categories, less 'same name, same
address", received a brochure.

(2) If they qualified under above. Many people have more than one lot such
as a holiday or investment house with a different mailing address.

(3) Unknown.
(4) If they qualified above.
(5) Unknown.
(6) To ensure all affected customers were informed.

CONCILIATION AND REVIEW DIRECTORATE - DISPUTED JOURNEY
CLAIMS, NUMBERS LODGED AND SETTLED

282. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Labour Relations:
(1) How many disputed journey claims have been lodged with the

Conciliation and Review Directorate since 24 December 1993?
(2) Of those cases, have any been successfully settled?
(3) If not, why not?
(4) If so, on what dates were the claims settled?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(1) The formers Workers' Compensation Board did not maintain statistics,

therefore the number of disputed journey claims lodged from 24
December 1993 to 28 February 1994 is not known. While the
Conciliation and Review Directorate does not maintain statistics on
specific categories of disputes, examination of records indicates that there
have been nine disputed claims involving a journey lodged between
1 March and 27 May 1994.

(2) Yes, five.
(3) Four are still being processed in the dispute resolution system.
(4) One on 2 May 1994; one on 6 May 1994; one on 20 May 1994; two on

26 May 1994.
STATE PRINT - REDEPLOYMENT OF EMPLOYEES GUARANTEE

284. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Services:
(1) Will public sector workers at State Print have a guaranteed opportunity to

be redeployed in other government jobs when the commercial arm of the
agency is sold?
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(2) Will any public sector workers at State Print be compelled to transfer to
the agency's private enterprise buyer or otherwise face unemployment?

(3) If employees at State Print are redeployed to the buyer of State Print, will
they be able to retain their membership of superannuation schemes offered
by the Government Employees Superannuation Board?

(4) What guarantees of permanency will the company that buys State Print be
compelled to give employees who transfer from the public sector?

(5) Will employment conditions which will apply to State Print public sector
workers in connection with the sale of the commercial arm of the agency
be announced prior to the passage of the Public Sector Management Bill
through Parliament?

(6) Will public servants only be employed in the law publishing section of
State Print to be retained in government ownership?

(7) Will any more voluntary redundancy offers be made to public sector
workers at State Print before the sale of the commercial arm of the
agency's operations?

Mr KIERATH- replied:

The Government has commenced the attempted sale of the commercial
operation of State Print and tenders will close on 30 June 1994. This
process follows on from the expression of interest that was invited in
January 1994 and which attrced wide interest. The final decision on the
sale will depend on the Government achieving its objective of maximising
its return on the sale, and employment opportunities for staff. With
respect to staffing issues, it is proposed to consult with individual
members in order to ascertain their interests in regard to redeployment.
severance, or to stay with the business. In the tender process prospective
buyers will be asked to consider the employment conditions and
lielihood of staff requirements. These matters will be considered during
the evaluation process, should a suitable bid be identified through the
tender process. As a consequence of current considerations, answers to
these questions still need to be determined.

(6)-(7) No.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

POLICE - ARGYLE DIAMOND AFFAIR, INQUIRY
34. Mr TAYLOR to the Attorney General:

(1) What action has the Attorney General taken following calls by senior
police officers, including former Deputy Commissioner Frank Zanetti, to
have their concerns, and the concerns of the public in general, investigated
in relation to what has become known as the Argyle diamond affair?

(2) Given the seriousness of the allegations of corruption levelled against
those police officers identified only as "Zed, Bernie, Barney, Burnsie,
Uncle Max, Kim, Colin and Griffo' - it sounds like a list from a Walt
Disney movie - what agencies has she referred the allegations to, and what
assurances can she give this House and the public that action is being
taken, and can be taken, on these matters?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1)-(2)

I thank the member for the question, which is of concern to Western
Australians. Everyone must recognise that those allegations camne out in
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the middle of a court case. That preliminary hearing is still under way and
it would be inappropriate to make any comments in relation to those
allegations. However, I have had discussions with the Director of Public
Prosecutions on that matter. It is as a result of investigations carried out
by the DPP that the trial is progressing as it is. It is totally in the hands of
the DPP. I understand he has been working with a small police unit for
the whole of these investigations in order to get that matter to the
preliminary hearing.

Mr Taylor: Will you give us an assurance that the DPP will be investigating these
allegations of corruption within the Police Force?

Mrs EDWARDES: The DPP will continue what he has already started - that is,
the investigation of all allegations of corruption which are brought to his
attention.

JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - JUVENILE JUSTICE TEAM MODEL
Flawed Claims

35. Mr BLOFEWITCH to the Attorney General:
Will the Attorney General inform the House whether claims in the media
that Western Australia's juvenile justice team model is flawed ar correct?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
I was most interested to read in the newspapers that the federal Minister
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner, and a
spokesman for the youth legal service, suggested that Western Australia
should introduce some form of family conferencing modelled along
similar lines to that in New Zealand. They were obviously unaware that
Western Australia already had juvenile justice teams based on New
Zealand's family conferencing model. The introduction of the Young
Offenders Bill into the Western Australian Parliament highlighted the
success of those juvenile justice pilot programs. Only 13 of 167 offenders
who have been before those teams have re-offended and appeared before
the courts. Mr Tickner realised he was shooting from the lip in urging all
states to emulate New Zealand when it was brought to his attention that
Western Australia already had juvenile justice teams. He then said that
the teams in Western Australia did not go as far as those in New Zealand.
The juvenile justice teams in Western Australia are the Western Australian
model, written for the justice system in Western Australia.
It is interesting that the original idea came from Aboriginal representatives
attending a major juvenile crime conference held at the Clontarf
Aboriginal college in 1991. This was and has continued to be developed
in consultation with Aboriginal people. If members opposite, Mr Tickner
and the Youth Legal Service are unhappy about that level of consultation
in the development of this juvenile justice team, they are out of depth in
their affairs and out of touch with the Aboriginal people. As for the claim
of the Youth Legal Service that the provisions for the juvenile justice team
in the Young Offenders Bill are flawed, it and members opposite should
study the Bill a bit closer. Its spokesman has said that the Bill does not
enshrine the rights of the family or victim to decide punishment. The Bill
contains the provision that a responsible adult must be involved in the
team and in deliberations on the penalty. Clause 31 ensures that the
victim has a right to be heard. From the level of ignorance of members
opposite, the Youth Legal Service and Robert Tickner, I suggest that they
not only read the second reading speech but also work through the Bill. I
have offered a briefing to members opposite, of which obviously they are
in great need because they are incapable of reading.
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POLICE - KING. DAVID, FORMER WANNEROO COUNCILLOR
Insufficient Evidence to Proceed Against, Reason

36. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
This is a question of which some notice has been given by virtue of
questions asked by me on previous occasions.
Can the Minister explain why the police were unable to obtain sufficient
evidence to proceed against former Wanneroo, councillor David King
following the complaint made by Mr Pavlinovich in 1987, and a further
complaint, by the then Minister for Planning in 1988, when Commissioner
Peter Kyle was able to obtain this information during his inquiry in 1992?

Mr WIESE replied:
I became aware of this question at one o'clock this afternoon, and I thank
the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of it. However, I regret that
I cannot give a full answer to the question. I immediately contacted the
Acting Deputy Commissioner of Police to obtain information relevant to
this quite detailed question. I have not been able to get the detailed
explanation that is needed to answer this question adequately. As soon as
I do I will be happy to provide it in whichever manner the member
requires by either putting it on notice or by providing the information
directly to the Leader of the Opposition or the member for Balcatta.
The matters which are the subject of this question occurred during the
tenure of the previous government. The complaints were referred in 1987
and 1988 during the government of which the Opposition were members
and in which the Leader of the Opposition was a Minister. Therefore,
these matters were raised six and seven years ago, and there was a long
time in which the previous government could have followed them
through. Irrespective of that, I will obtain the answers and convey them to
the House by whichever means are appropriate.

TAXES AND CHARGES - CHANGES
37. Mr JOHNSON to the Premier:

Will the Premier outline to the House the proposed changes to state taxes
and charges in the 1994-95 financial year?

Mr COURT replied:
Changes to taxes will be announced in the Budget to be brought down
next week. The overall strategy of the Government is to create jobs. As
stated in the announcement today assistance will be given to small
business of approximately $24m; that is. $17m in electricity rates savings
and $7m in water tariff savings. For the second year in a mow,
considerable cuts will be made to electricity tariffs within the business
sector. At the same time, no increase will be made to electricity and gas
tariffs for residential users. In real terms, that is a reduction.
As was stated, in the first two years of being in office the Government has
implemented a tariff reform strategy to apply to water tariffs within the
business sector and to reflect a difference between business and the
residential user. A 2.5 per cent increase has applied to residential users of
water and sewerage rates and the remaining 75 kilolitres free water
allowance has been abolished.

Mr Catania interjected.
Mr COURT: As the member is aware, last year a major change occurred to

valuations of central business district properties and business properties in
the metropolitan area. As sewerage rates are tied to valuations of
properties, rates for many businesses in the metropolitan area increased,
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while rates for many business in the CBD area decreased. This year
basically the same valuations will apply. As the member for Balcatta
knows, a system of annual valuations is in place, which will eliminate
those major shifts. An avenage user of water presently pays $248 for
water. That will increase by $19.60 - an 8.5 per cent increase.
Transport fares have been a difficult issue for us to address. Ten years ago
fares covered 26 per cent of the operating costs of the public transport
system. They now cover only 16 per cent of chose costs. The increase in
fares will vary depending on the zone. An average trip from Perth to
Fremantle, which costs $1.90. will increase by 10 cents and the cost of
some of the longer distances will increase by more. The kilometre rate
has been changed and will be based on the distance travelled. Despite the
increases, bus and train fares are still equal to the lowest in Australia.
Overall, the Government has been able to provide a major incentive to the
business community which is pant of a strategy of encouraging more
investment and creating more jobs. The ocher increases have been kept to
a bare minimum.

TAXES AND CHARGES - BUS AND TRAIN FARES. INCREASES
38. Mr TAYLOR to the Premier:

How can this Government possibly justify the increases in the bus and
train fares, which are subsidised in part from the consolidated fund, and an
increase in water charges, which also receives extra revenue from the
consolidated fund through the statutory levy, when those increases are
above and beyond inflation in this State? This Government is wallowing
in windfall gains from stamp duty and payroll tax in particular of at least
$135m this year. The Premier is now in charge of the highest taxing
government in the history of this State.

Mr COURT replied:
I just announced a reduction in electricity tariffs, a reduction in water rates
for business and a real decline in electricity tariffs for residential use.

Mr Graham inteijected.
Mr COURT: That is right. We did it last year. We have done it two years in a

row. The member has got it right.
Mr Taylor: How can you justify a $135m windfall in revenue this year?
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition talks about wallowing around in a

$135m increase in revenue. His shadow Ministers have already spent five
times that amount. Members opposite ask why we do not use die money
for sewerage or to reduce charges. We are using the $135nm to reduce
their debt. We have finished the Bankcard mentality under which, when
the previous government needed money, it would just borrow, borrow,
borrow.

Mr D.L. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Mitchell. Too

many interjections are being made. I ask members to curtail their
interjections.

Mr COURT: The Government and the Opposition have two completely different
philosophies. We are using the money to reduce their debt. We are still
paying off hundreds of millions of dollars of WA Inc losses that members
opposite caused. Yet they have the nerve to say, "Why aren't you
spending more money?' It would be easy to spend that $135ma, but the
responsible approach is to use it to reduce debt.
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Mr Catania interjected.
Mr COURT: I will get onto the Water Authority. The State Energy Commission

of Western Australia not only is reducing tariffs but will largely fund the
new power station out of cash flow. The Water Authority is keeping
increases as low as possible. It is making reductions in some sectors and
funding an $800m infill sewerage program largely out of internal
resources.

Mr Catania interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Balcatta will cease interjecting.
Mr Catania interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Balcatta.
Mr COURT: The one area in which we have difficulty is the public transport

system, which is costing a great deal of money. For example, the new
railway -

Mr Marlborough: You used to have the answer to that: To close down railway
lines. Remember?

Mr COURT: No. I am just telling members opposite the facts.
Mr Marlborough interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peel will come to order.

Mr COURT: There is no secret about the figures for public transport. Thle cost of
the new railway to the northern suburbs will be about $34m. Total fare
collection across the public transport system is S43m. Public transport
sustains a loss of approximately $200m. The Government realises that it
must heavily subsidise public transport. However, when only 16 per cent
of the operating costs is being collected, a problem exists. The world
standard of collection is 50 per cent, If we could reach 25 per cent, we
consider that we would be doing well. We will be implementing a number
of reforms inside the public transport system to try to make it more
efficient.

Mrs Hallahan: Like selling it off; is that what you mean?
Mr COURT: Does the Deputy Leader of the Opposition disagree with some

competition in public transport?
Mrs Hallahan: I don't agree with putting people at risk, if that is where we are

going to get to.
Mr COURT: This is the great free enterprise Labor Party. When the Government

attempts to put competition into public transport the Labor Party tells it
not to do that. The Government is not wallowing in the $1 35m of surplus
revenue; it is using it to reduce the debt that members opposite created.

Mr Marlborough interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Peel.

DAWESVILLE CHANNEL - STORM DAMAGE
39. Mr MARSHALL to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

The Dawesville Channel was acclaimed at its official opening as the
Western Australian maritime engineering feat of the decade. How did the
channel withstand the recent storms?

Mr LEWIS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of the question, bearing in mind that I
had to seek advice from the Minister for Transport. The water level
changes monitored during the recent storms demonstrate that the
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Dawcsville Channel is more than meeting expectations for its capacity to
exchange water between the ocean and the estuary. However, the
extremely large storm waves and associated high tides caused minor
damage to the ocean entrance revetment which must be repaired. Further
examination and work will be done to determine whether these effects of
the storm can be alleviated in the future.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - BLACKOUT
Taylor, Major General, Appointment

40. Mr THOMAS to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Is it true that the Government has employed a retired major general to

report on the response of the State Energy Commission of Western
Australia to last week's power failure?

(2) What selection process was used to choose Major General Taylor?
(3) Were any other potential candidates considered for the job?
(4) Were other electricity supply utilities or the Electricity Supply Association

of Australia consulted to suggest possible candidates for the inquiry?
Mr C.J. BARNETT' replied:
(1)-(4)

I was disturbed that in an article in today's The West Australian the
member for Cockburn reflected upon Maj-Clen Taylor and his suitability
and qualifications for this task. I inform the House of some of Maj-Gen
Taylor's qualifications. He is a science graduate from the University of
Western Australia. He had active service in Korea, and also non-active
service in other areas. He is a postgraduate of the technical staff officers
course at the Royal Military College of Science in the United Kingdom.
He served at army headquarters in the operations research group in the
Office of Scientific Advisor. In 1967 he was head of the communications
and electronics branch of the South East Asian Treaty Organisation
headquarters in Bangkok. He was promoted to brigadier in 1976 and was
appointed director general of computer operations at the Department of
Defence. The list of his qualifications continues. The man is not only a
distinguished Western Australian with an impeccable military career, but
also a scientist and technologist, and is eminently qualified for the task at
hand.

Mr Taylor: You have passed the buck to SECWA. You blamed SECWA.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J. BARNETT: He will not be looking into the operations of the electricity

system, but at its logistics and the ability of SEC WA to handle what was a
severe situation with its communications system and the like. Where
particular technical or electronic matters arise about the power system
about which he is not knowledgeable - there probably will not be too
many - he will have available to him advice from within and outside
SEC WA.

Mr McGinty: Does he know anything about electricity distribution?
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is not highly relevant to the task I have given him.

Reference is also made by the member for Cockburn in today's Th2e West
Australian that Maj-Gen Taylor is a member of the Council for National
Interest. Maj-Gen Taylor's curriculum vitae which he gave me included
that information; however, I took no notice of it. Last night, when I was
telephoned by a journalist and checked the CV, was the first time I was
conscious of that fact. It was absolutely irrelevant to the decision to
appoint him and it remains irrelevant. The member for Cockburn reflects
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poorly on himself and on the Opposition for daring to reflect on the
qualifications of Maj-Gen Taylor.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS LEGISLATION, FEDERAL - UNFAIR
DISMISSAL PROVISIONS, CHANGES

41. Mr DAY to the Minister for Labour Relations:
Will the Minister inform the House about changes to the unfair dismissal
provisions of the federal industrial relations legislation which were
announced yesterday by the federal Minister for Industrial Relations?

Mr KIERATH replied:
The legislation is not even two months old and Mr Brereton has done a
back flip already. At the Labor Ministers' conference, Mr Brereton
announced the run up to that stating it would be reviewed in September of
this year. That was less than a week ago. Yesterday in Federal Parliament
he did a back flip relating to the unfair dismissal provisions. He got it all
wrong. This Government gave him a copy of our Bill and it appears he
has learnt some lessons from it. The Federal Government had no limits on
compensation and that is why it had one claim for $1.9m. Members of
this House will know that this Government put a six month salary limit on
any unfair dismissal compensation in our legislation.
Another interesting aspect is the difference on onus of proof. Under the
Federal Government's legislation it was such that one was guilty until
innocence could be proved. The very essence of our justice system is that
one is innocent until proven guilty. The Labor Party cannot come to grips
with this because it assumes that someone is guilty until their innocence is
proved. This sudden change of heart came on the eve of the conference in
Geneva of the International Labour Organisation. Members will be aware
of the allegations this Government has made about the legislation and our
intention to challenge it in the High Court and punch holes in it. By his
own admission, Mr Brereton has more holes in his own legislation than
Swiss cheese, and I guess it has some relation to being in Switzerland.

Mr Taylor: Is the Minister going to Switzerland?
Mr KIERATH: Yes, I am. The sad fact is Mr Brereton consulted only one group.

the Australian Confederation of Trade Unions. He did not have any
genuine consultations. This State Government met unions, business
grup and other groups, and listened to what they had to say.

inoprating some of their discussions and good points into our
proposals. Our legislation was proclaimed on I December 1993 and is
still going strong. Mr Brereton was hoping to move on to other areas such
as transport and airports but he cannot even get his industrial relations
legislation right. I highlight to the Opposition the stupidity of its approach
in industrial relations legislation. It is important that lots of input is
received, that one is right the first time, and that one does not go down the
silly path which Mr Brereton has by refusing to listen to people with
different points of view. The great tragedy is that legislation at the federal
level is having a major impact on employment, and that is why he has had
to back down.

KYLE REPORT
42. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

I refer to the Kyle report, which has been discussed in this Chamber a
number of times. My question is in two parts -

(1) Now that some action appears to have been taken as a result of the
Kyle report commissioned by the former Labor government, will
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the Minister for Police confirm that further investigations are
under way?

(2) Will the Minister assure the House that all the outstanding matters
in this report will be dealt with without further delay?

Mr WIESE replied:
(1)-(2)

1 cannot confirm what is actually going on in the way of investigating
matters relating to the Kyle report, but I will take steps to ensure that I am
able to give that answer to the member. The House must realise that these
matters are not referred to me as Minister, nor should they be. These
matters are referred to the Police Department for it% investigation, and
there is absolutely no reason why I would be aware of exactly what is
going on in the Police Department in relation to following up a matter of
this nature.
WOOD INDUSTRY - FINE WOOD INDUSTRY PROJECT

Forest Heritage Centre, Dwellingup Project, Progress

43. Mr MARSHALL to the Minister for the Environment:
For the past three years the fine wood industry project has been working
towards raising the profile of Western Australia's fine wood industry. A
forest heritage centre catering for walk trails and a school of wood and
crafting skills was planned to open in Dwellingup this year. Will the
Minister tell the House how this project is coming along?

Mr MINSON replied:
I thank the member for the question, which is timely. The progress of the
project has been slow. However, I am pleased to report that progress is
now becoming rapid and tenders for the main building have been called
for and will be let within the next few days. In addition, the Department
of Conservation and Land Management's cadet school has been
refurbished and will be available for tourist use when it is not being used
by CALM. Previously I informed the House that the main buildings
would be completed by the end of this year. The timetable for the centre
becoming operational will still be in 1994, albeit late 1994. It will be an
excellent centre which will alert many people to the value of not only the
forest, but also the industries associated with it. Too many people forget
about the associated industries.

Mr Taylor: Who is to run the fine wood factory?
Mr MINSON: I do not know, but I will find out. I encourage all Western

Australians who will have the opportunity to visit the centre when it is
operational.
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